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ahkwpe;j nkhop;fspNy jkpo;nkhopNghy;

,dpjhtJ vq;Fk; fhNzhk;@

ghkuuha;> tpyq;Ffsha;> cyfidj;Jk;

,fo;r;rpnrhyg; ghd;ik nfl;L>

ehkkJ jkponudf; nfhz;L ,q;F

tho;e;;jpLjy; ed;Nwh nrhy;yPh;!

NjkJuj;jkpNohir cyfnkyhk; 

guTk;tif nra;jy; Ntz;Lk;.

ahkwpe;j GytupNy fk;gidg;Nghy;>

ts;StH;Nghy;, ,sq;Nfh itg;Nghy;>
G+kpjdpy; ahq;fZNk gpwe;jjpiy@

cz;ik> ntWk; Gfo;r;rpapy;iy@

Cikauha;r; nrtplHfsha;f; FUlHfsha;

tho;fpd;Nwhk; XUnrhw; NfsPH!

NrkKw Ntz;Lnkdpy; njUnty;yhk;

jkpo; Kof;fk; nropf;fr; nra;tPH!

gpwehl;L ey;ywpQH rhj;jpuq;fs; 

jkpo;nkhopapw; ngaHj;jy; Ntz;Lk;@

,wthj GfOila GJEhy;fs;

jkpo;nkhopapy; ,aw;wy; Ntz;Lk;@

kiwthf ekf;Fs;Ns goq;fijfs;

nrhy;tjpNyhH kfpik ,y;iy@

jpwkhd Gyiknadpy; ntspehl;NlhH

mijtzf;fQ; nra;jy; Ntz;Lk;.

cs;sj;jpy; cz;iknahsp Az;lhapd;

thf;fpdpNy xspAz;lhFk;@

nts;sj;jpd; ngUf;ifg;Nghy; fiyg;ngUf;Fk;

ftpg;ngUf;Fk; NkTkhapd;>

gs;sj;jpy; tPo;e;jpUf;Fk; FUlnuy;yhk;

tpopngw;wg; gjtp nfhs;thH@

njs;Sw;w jkpoKjpd; Ritfz;lhH

,q;fkuH rpwg;Gf; fz;lhH.

    - ghujp
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Our Vision ……
A Tamil community established with a unique identity that will inspire every 
future generation and fl ourish enduringly, by promoting the use of Tamil language 
and by preserving Tamil arts and culture.

Our Values ……
We remain non-political.

We take pride in our heritage.

We never compromise our integrity.

We prosper with care, compassion and friendship.

We serve irrespective of one’s social economic standing.

We have no bias towards any nationality, race, religion or gender.

We respect volunteerism, dedication and openness without egotism.
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About NJTACS.......
NJTACS seeks to make our vision a reality by many non-profi t activities including:

The Tamil Cultural School, USA
Created to operate Tamil cultural schools to promote the use of our language and develop the 
Tamil culture among our children. Also, provides a regular meeting place for our children.

American Tamil Center
A stand-alone organization to operate Tamil community centers in the future, bringing young 
adults and seniors under one roof in partnership with NJTACS. 

NJTACS Youthers
A youth organization created to unite and establish contacts among our Tamil high school seniors, 
university students and other youngsters representing our next generation.

Community Support Team
A group of volunteers focused on providing support to Tamil and American community. This team 
supports orphanages in Sri Lanka. Also, the team participated in supporting tsunami victims in 
Sri Lanka and hurricane victims in the Gulf States.

Annual Cultural Show
Provides performing opportunities to our students and also develops interest and awareness 
within the community at large.

General Events
Annual picnics, tamil functions, annual dinner, etc. to develop a NJTACS family.
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NJTACS classes are 
conducted in the Ruth 
Adam’s Building in the 
Douglass College of  the 
Rutgers University.
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epA+ N[h;rp jkpo; fiy fyhr;rhu kd;w fPjk;

tho;f tho;fNt! tho;f tho;fNt !

vopy; nfhs; epA+ N[h;rp jkpo;

fiy fyhr;rhu kd;wk;

tho;f tho;fNt! tho;f tho;fNt !

Kj;jkpio KOikahf fw;gpf;Fk; kd;wk; !

jkpoh; Njit mwpe;J Nrit nra;Ak; kd;wk; !

jkpoh; Nkd;ik Ntz;b mwpT+l;Lk; kd;wk; !

jkpoh;fs; fiy ahTk; fhf;Fk; kd;wk; !

tho;f tho;fNt! tho;f tho;fNt !

tho;f tho;fNt! tho;f tho;fNt !

jkpo;nkhop tho;j;J

tho;f epue;juk; tho;f jkpo;nkhop

thopa thopaNt

thd kse;j jidj;Jk; mse;jpLk;

tz;nkhop thopaNt

Vo;fly; itg;gpDk; jd; kzk; tPrp

,ir nfhz;L thopaNt

vq;fs; jkpo; nkhop vq;fs; jkpo; nkhop

vd;nwd;Wk; thopaNt

#o;fop ePq;fj; jkpo; nkhop Xq;fj;

Jyq;Ff itafNk

njhy;iy tpidjU njhy;iy mfd;W

Rlh;f jkpo; ehNl

tho;f jkpo; nkhop tho;f jkpo; nkhop

tho;f jkpo; nkhopNa

thdk; mwpe;j jidj;Jk; mwpe;J

tsh; nkhop thopaNt
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ABHINAYA
SCHOOL OF BHARATANATYAM

Padma Thiagaram
12, Milford Court

Edison, New Jersey
732-767-2851
732-423-3188
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We wish NJTACS good luck in delivering world class 
dedicated services to our community. We salute to those 

who devote their precious personal time to unite and 
develop our tamil children

SIGNS
& CUSTOM
METAL, Co.

62 Monitor Street

Jersey City, NJ 07304
Tel.: (201) 200-0110,   Fax.: (201) 200-1717
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KDS Inc.

Electrical Work by Licensed Contractors
Bonded & Insured

Residential  .  Commercial  .  Industrial
Fire Alarms/ Security

Telephone (Voice/Data) Wiring
Computer Network Cabling, Installation & Services

24 HOUR SERVICE

 

 KATHIR       Piscataway, New Jersey
 Tel/Fax: (732) 752-6335     Email: skathir@worldnet.att.net           

Congratulations to 
New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society

We are proud of your achievement 
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kdjp YWjp Ntz;Lk;>

 thf;fpdpNy apdpik Ntz;Lk;@

epidT ey;yJ Ntz;Lk;>

 neUq;fpd nghUs; ifg;gl Ntz;Lk;

Best Wishes to NJTACS

From

Chithra Balasingham, M.D.
Ravinder Tikoo, M.D.

504 Hamburg Turnpike, Unit B-206
Wayne, NJ 07470

Tel:  (646) 349-3883
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                                    NEW JERSEY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

UPENDRA CHIVUKULA      COMMITTEES
ASSEMBLYMAN, 17TH DISTRICT     VICE CHAIR
888 Easton Ave.    COMMERCE&ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Somerset, NJ 08873
PHONE: 732-247-3999 TELECOMMUNICATIONS & UTILITIES 
Fax: 732-247-4383   TRANSPORTATION

       September 22, 2005

Dr. S. Vijayakumar
General Secretary
NJ Tamil Arts & Cultural Society
49 Plafsky Dr. 
Edison, NJ 08817

Dear Mr. Vijayakumar:

It gives me great pleasure to extend my warmest greetings to the NJ Tamil Arts & Cultural 
Society as you celebrate your 5th Anniversary on October 29, 2005.

As your Legislative Representative, I wish to congratulate your membership on its continued 
commitment to cultivating the growth of the Tamil language through cultural exchanges and education.
It is imperative to educate our youth on the importance of retaining traditional customs and values 
while still embracing others.  I applaud your commitment to teaching heritage languages.

Once again, congratulations on this very special occasion.  I truly hope that it is a great success.

       Sincerely,

Upendra Chivukula 
       Upendra J. Chivukula
       NJ Assemblyman, 17th District



  
         

 fw;gidiaf; $l tpw;gidahf;Fk; fhyj;jpy; ew;gzpahk;

 jkpo; fy;tp gzpGhpAk; epA+ Nah;rp jkpo; fiy fyhr;rhu

 kd;wj; jkpo; fy;tp epiyaj;ij tho;j;JfpNwhk;       

Congratulations and Best wishes for a successful Fifth Anniversary Celebrations
 Of the NJTACS and their Tamil Cultural School

    Anusuya Jeyakumar M.D
Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

        

       659 Abbington Drive                                                       1330 Calhoun Street
       East Windsor, NJ 08520                                                  Trenton, NJ 08638
      (609)448-5222                                                                  (609)396-4222
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SJH ENGINEERING, P.C
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

235 South Congers Avenue
Congers, NY 10920

(914) 268-5971

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
NEW JERSEY TAMIL ARTS AND CULTURAL SOCIETY

AND
THEIR TAMIL CULTURAL SCHOOL



Secretary’s Message

OUR FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

The Operating Committee is very pleased to report that the New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society 
(NJTACS) has completed its fi fth year successfully. The NJTACS vision – creating a unique Tamil 
identity by promoting the use of Tamil language and preserving Tamil arts and culture -- has been the 
driving force of this growth and our progress would have been impossible without the help of the parents 
and other members who have been consistently supporting the Operating Committee. 

While we are celebrating the 5th Anniversary, the world has been battered by several natural disasters.   
Last December, several Southeast Asian countries, including India and Sri Lanka, were severely 
impacted by a Tsunami. Recently, our country has been hit by two hurricanes: Katrina and Rita; Pakistan 
and India faced destruction in the arms of a major earthquake. As a result of these natural disasters, 
several people lost their loved ones and belongings. We keep them in our prayers and help them through 
the relentless efforts of our students and parents.

Thus, NJTACS was involved in an unprecedented level of charitable work during the year - raising 
funds for the victims of Tsunami. NJTACS participated in the New Jersey state sponsored cultural 
show to raise funds for Tsunami victims on January 8, 2005 at West Windsor Plainsboro High School, 
to publicize and facilitate NJTACS fund raising efforts, with assistance from New Jersey State 
Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula. Currently, NJTACS has completed two of the tsunami relief projects 
and is actively involved in two other projects described in detail in this book.  In addition, NJTACS 
worked with New Jersey Institute of International Studies on the issues faced by Sri Lankan Tamils 
living in New Jersey and in Sri Lanka.

NJTACS activities have been on an aggressive schedule during the year. We have had several committee 
meetings, parents’ meetings and cultural events besides our Tsunami relief efforts. We are extremely 
pleased that several new members are joining NJTACS from the city of Newark. In addition to our usual 
annual picnic in central New Jersey, a picnic was held in South Orange Park, especially with the Newark 
NJTACS family.  

Our primary goal for this year, to support the NJTACS vision, is to make our dream NJTACS Building 
Project – constructing the proposed NJTACS building to address our space needs, especially to conduct 
Tamil school -- a reality. As a fi rst step, we have been meeting with our political leaders to identify 
potential sources of funding. A lot of hard work is necessary make this project a success.

The Operating Committee would like to thank the parents, teachers, children and well wishers who 
have been supporting the NJTACS activities and look forward to maintaining this pace of growth in the 
upcoming years.

S. Vijayakumar, Ph.D.
General Secretary, Operating Committee
New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society
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Congratulations to the

New Jersey Tamil Arts and 
Cultural Society

on your 5th Anniversary

The Nadaraja Center for Performing Arts is 
proud of your growth and success over the 
past 5 years, and wishes you all the best in 

the many more years to come.

Garani Shiranthana & Divani Raveena 
Nadaraja

 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA



mjpgupd; fz;Nzhl;lj;jpy;;

Xd;Wgl;lhy; cz;L tho;T. ,J rhd;NwhH thf;F. kdpjd; vd;why; $b thOk; rKjha tpyq;F 

vd;Wk; nrhy;yyhk;. mJjhd; mtdpd; capH ehb. mg;gbf; $b thOk;NghJ jhd; kdpjdpd; 

nkhop> gz;ghL> fyhr;rhuk;> rpe;jid mbg;gilfs; Nkd;ik milfpd;wd. jdp kdpjd; xUtdhy; 

,tw;iw Nkd;ikailar; nra;tJ ,ayhj xU fhupak;. mjw;fpzq;f xd;Wgl;L ,aq;FtNj 

,e;j epa+ NIu;rp jkpo; fiy fyhr;rhu kd;;wj; jkpo; ghlrhiy. jkpo; nkhopia mnkupf;fhtpy; 

thOk; jkpo; ,sk; rKjhaj;Jf;F> epiyj;J epd;W tpUl;rkhf thOk; nkhopahfg; Gfl;Lk; 

Nehf;fj;Jld; ,aq;Fk; ,e;j jkpo;f; fiy fyhr;rhu kd;wj;jpd; mq;fj;jtdhfTk; mjpguhfTk; 

,Ug;gjpy; ehd; ngUikailfpNwd;. ,e;jf; $l;Lf; FLk;gk;Nghy; ,aq;Fk; kd;wj;jpdhy;> 

ehKk; vkJ Foe;ijfSk; gytpj ed;ikfis mile;Js;Nshk;; vd;gJ fz;$L. ,g;gbahf 

,aq;Fk; ,g;ghlrhiy jdJ Ie;jhtJ Mz;il mile;Js;sij epidf;Fk; NghJ kl;by;yh 

kfpo;r;rpia milfpd;Nwd;. 

ntspehl;L kz;zpy; jkpo;f; Foe;ijfSf;F ekJ nkhopiaAk; gz;ghl;ilAk; fw;Wj; jUtjpy; 

,ilQ;ry;fs; mjpfk;;;;;;. mj;Jld; ,uz;lhk; nkhopahf fw;Wj; jUtjw;F jFe;j ghlj; jpl;lKk;> 

Mrpupah;fSk; Njit. ,g;gbahd ,ilAWfs; ,Ue;j NghJk;> rNfhju ehlhfpa fdlh ehl;by; 

gad; gLj;jg;gLk; ghlj;jpl;lj;jpw;fika vkJ ghlj;jpl;lj;ij mikj;Js;Nshk;. Mrpupah;fs; 

jkJ vj;jidNah NtiyfSf;Fk; kj;jpapy; ,e;jg; ghlrhiyapy; njhz;lh;fshf ghlk; 

fw;gpf;fpwhh;fs;;. mtHfspd; flikAzHtpw;F epfh; NtnwJTk; ,y;iy. ,g;gbahd Raeykw;w> 

flikAzHTld; ,aq;Fk; MrpupaHfisg; ngw;w ehk; mth;fSf;F ed;wp $w kpfTk; flikg; 

gl;Ls;Nshk;. ,g;gbahd njhz;lHfspUf;Fk; tiu vk; gps;isfspdJk;> jkpopdj;jpdJk; 

tsHr;rp Nkd;ikailAnkd;gjpy; Iakpy;iy. ,g;gbahd njhz;Lzh;Tld; $ba Mrpupah;fSk;> 

ngw;Nwhh;fSk;> mq;fj;jth;fSk;> kw;Wk; Mjuthsh;fSk; ,Uf;Fk; tiu vkJ ghlrhiy Nkd; 

NkYk; tsh;e;J nfhz;Nl NghFk; vd;gJ cWjp. ,j; njhz;lh;fshfpa midtUf;Fk; vkJ 

kd;wj;jpd; rhh;gpy; vd; kdKtHe;j ed;wpiaj; njuptpj;Jf; nfhs;fpNwd;. 

NkYk;> ,q;F thOk; tUq;fhy mnkupf;f re;jjpf;Fk;> vkJ jha; ehl;by; thOk; jkpo; 

re;jjpf;Fk>; ,ilapy; xU gykhd ghynkhd;iw mikf;Fk; Nehf;fj;Jld;> ,yq;ifapy;  

jpUNfhzkiyapy; mike;Js;s mdhij ,y;yk; xd;iw ngUk; nghWg;ngLj;J elhj;Jtjw;F> 

vkJ mq;fj;jth;fSf;F ,e;j kd;wk; tha;g;gspj;jijapl;L ehd; kpfTk; ngUkpjk; milfpNwd;. 

,e;j Rdhkp ghjpg;G epthuz Nehf;fj;jpy; Kf;fpakhd ,lj;ijg; ngWgth;fs; vkJ gps;isfs;. 

mth;fs;> Rdhkpapd;; jhf;fj;ij mwpe;jTld; epjp jpul;lg; Gwg;gl;lij epidj;Jg;ghh;fpNwd.; 

ehk; vg;gbahtJ cjtp nra;a Ntz;Lk; vd;w mth;fspd; vz;zj;ij mwpe;j NghJ vkJ 

,sk; re;jjpapdupd; rNfhjuj;Jtj;ij mwpe;J kdk; nefpo;e;J NghNdd;. ,ij vy;yhk; 

ghh;f;Fk; NghJ xU ngU ek;gpf;if Vw;gLfpwJ. ,e;j mdhij ,y;yj;jpy; thOk; Foe;ijfs; 

mdhijfs; my;y. mth;fspd; cld;gpwthr; rNfhjuq;fs; ntspehl;by; tho;fpwhh;fs;. ,e;jr; 

rNfhjuq;fspd; cjtp ,g; gps;isfSf;F fpl;LtJ epr;rak;;;;. mjw;F ngw;Nwhh;fshfpa ehk; 

vkJ gps;isfSf;F ,g;gbnahU mikg;G ,Ug;gij mwpag;gLj;jp mij Cf;fptpj;jy; kpfTk; 

mtrpak; vd;W fUJfpNwd;.

,Wjpahf> ,g;gbahd ,sk; jkpo; rKjhaj;ij xd;W jpul;b> jkpo; nkhopia tsHf;fTk; 

jkJ fiy fyhr;rhu Mh;tj;ij ntspg;gLj;jTk; NkYk; NkYk; Cf;Ffptpf;f Ntz;Lnkd;W  

tpUk;GfpNwd;;.  ed;wp

nr. = kfpo;fhe;jd;
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With Best Compliments From

                                                                            

LEELA EXPORTS & IMPORTS

MANUFACTURES, EXPORTERS & IMPORTERS
(SPECIALIZED IN SPICES & FOOD ITEMS)

42, BANDARANAYAKE MAWATHA, COLOMBO-12,
SRI LANKA.

Telephone: 423399, 440128 
Fax: (94)1-423414 

E-Mail: leelaexpo@lanka.ccom.lk

“GOLD AWARD WINNER”
NATIONAL CHAMBER OF EXPORTERS AWARD 2000

 



Tsunami Relief Efforts by NJTACS
In addition to operating the Tamil Cultural School for our younger generation for the last fi ve (5) years, 
the New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society (NJTACS) has been involved in various other activities 
affecting the well being of Tamil and other communities in the US and overseas.  Therefore, at the end 
of last year when the massive waves of Tsunami pummeled the coasts of Sri Lanka, India and other 
neighboring countries, NJTACS swiftly mobilized its membership to collect funds for the relief efforts.

When the members of NJTACS went around for funds, the support at every level was outpouring.  
Through the tireless efforts of the members, friends and especially the children of NJTACS who went 
from house to house in their neighborhood to collect funds, we were able to collect a signifi cant amount 
of money for the relief of Tsunami victims.   Many of the members were able to seek matching funds from 
their employers as well.  Notably matching funds were received from, among others, AXA Financial and 
Prudential Investments.

In addition, NJTACS was the recipient of three fund raisers.  One was a cultural program held at the 
Plainsboro High School in conjunction with Nirthanjali School of Bharathanatyam.  This function was 
attended by several members of the New Jersey State Legislature and state congressmen.  In the other 
event, the Abhinaya School of Bharathanatyam conducted a fund raising program on behalf of NJTACS 
for the Tsunami relief efforts.  More than $ 11,000 was collected through this program.  The third fund 
raiser was conducted by the students of Lady of Peace School in Scranton, PA.  The students collected a 
signifi cant amount of money among themselves.

Out of the pledged amount NJTACS has received $ 72,000 to date.  The relief efforts focused on immediate 
needs as well as long term improvements.  Also the relief was to be channeled through reliable low 
overhead organizations and to be spread around to the different geographical regions.  NJTACS operating 
committee very carefully scrutinized the relief organizations prior to releasing the funds to confi rm their 
effectiveness in providing the relief efforts.  We have already directed our funds through the following 
four (4) projects.

Fishing Motors, Nets and Other Accessories for Fishermen in Chettipalayam, Batticaloa through 
the Melmaruvathur Organization
NJTACS provided $ 5,000 for the purchase of two 15 Horse Power fi shing motors, numerous nylon 
fi shing nets and other fi shing accessories for the fi shermen affected by the Tsunami in Chettipalayam, a 
fi shing village in Batticaloa.  This donation was provided through the Melmaruvathur organization, which 
was carrying out tsunami relief efforts on the ground soon after the disaster hit the region.  Melmaruvathur 
organization, being a registered charity in affi liation with the Melmaruvathur temple, was heavily involved 
in the relief efforts along with several other Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs).

New Homes and Tube Wells in Batticaloa through the Ramakrishna Mission
The Ramakrishna Mission in Batticaloa was building forty eight (48) houses at a cost of $ 6,000 a building 
for those who had lost their homes to Tsunami in the area.  The NJTACS sponsored the building of three 
(3) of these houses at a cost of $ 18,000.  The houses are being constructed now.  We are being informed 
that due to the shortage of building materials and labor, the progress of construction is slow.  The attached 
photograph shows one of the houses being built, under the oversight of one of the swamis of Ramakrishna 
Mission.   
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In addition to the three houses, we also sponsored the installation of thirty (30) tube wells in the area. 
These tube wells would provide potable water to an entire village.

A New Orphanage in Trincomalee through the Trincomalee Welfare Association (TWA)
NJTACS sponsored the construction of a completely new home for the housing of twenty (20) to thirty 
(30) orphan children left homeless by the Tsunami.  This was channeled through the Trincomalee Welfare 
Association (TWA), an organization operating from Canada.  NJTACS retains the right to appoint a Board 
Member and manage the project directly if required.  The original building that was housing the orphans 
was destroyed by the Tsunami.  The cost of new construction was estimated at $ 30,000 and NJTACS 
funded this entire project from our collections.  Originally the building was designed to be a two storey 
structure.  Later, in an effort to reduce costs, the plan was changed to be a one level building.  In order to 
provide a reasonable living space for the children, the home was designed to be a 2,000 SF building.  A 
picture showing the new building under construction is included.

Upon completion of the building in the near future, the NJTACS through its membership is committed to 
sponsoring the operation of the orphanage at a cost of $ 6,000 per annum.  Several NJTACS members have 
come forward to contribute a nominal amount every month for the support of these children.  We hope that 
we will be able to support these children for many years.

Fishing Boats for Fishermen in Chundikulum, Northern Province, through the Social Economic 
Development Organization for Tamils (SEDOT)
NJTACS has released $ 10,000 for the purchase of fi ve (5) fi shing boats to help the Tsunami affected 
fi shermen in Chundikulum in the northern province of Sri Lanka.  This project has been channeled through 
the Social and Economic Development Organization for Tamils (SEDOT).  SEDOT is a non-profi t 
organization that works very closely with other NGOs’ in the north and east of Sri Lanka.  

NJTACS is currently evaluating many opportunities for an additional $ 10,000 relief payment and ongoing 
fund raising efforts for continuous support.

It is the belief of NJTACS that the above projects, although akin to a “drop in the bucket” compared to the 
colossal calamity experienced by the Tsunami affected communities, will bring some comfort to at least a 
few victims.  Hopefully these victims will be able to pick up their lives and move on.

Although a lot of time and effort was spent on the Tsunami Relief Efforts, NJTACS did not loose sight of 
their regular activities of running the Tamil School and conducting the various related functions over these 
years.  The enrolment in the school is steady.  The voids created by the older children who have moved on 
to High Schools and Colleges, have been fi lled by younger children. 

Building upon these successful years, we would strive to grow further and continue our activities for 
several more years to come. 

fhyj;jpdhw; nra;j ed;wp rpwpnjdpJk;

Qhyj;jpd; khzg; ngupJ

A kindness done in the hour of need may itself be small,
But in worth it exceeds the whole world.

       - Kural 102
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Fishing equipment being 
handed over to fi shermen in 
Chettipalayam, Batticaloa

NJTACS sponsored 30 
tubewells in Batticaloa 

Two of the three houses 
sponsored by NJTACS 
are being built in 
Batticaloa
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NJTACS sponsored Children’s home is being built 
in Sambaltivu, Trincomalee.  NJTACS will provide 
funds for long-term maintenane of this home.

Children of Sambaltivu Children’s Home 
(currently these children are housed in a temporary place)
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Rdhkpf; ftpij mHg;gzk;

1. Rdhkpapd; nfh^uk;

fypAk; Kw;wpl gUt epiy khwpl

g+Njtp ntQ;rpdk; nfhz;ldNs

epyKk; eLeLq;f G+kpAk; mjph;e;jpl

MopAk; nfhe;jopj;Jg; nghq;fpdNs

flYk; Nfhukha; jhz;ltk; Mbl

Nguiyfs; tp\;t&gk; vLj;jdNt

nfhOe;J tpl;nlupAk; Nfhgf;fdNyhL

flyiyfs; epyk; Nehf;fp tpiue;jdNt

khrf;jp nfhz;L fiujdpy; NkhjpNa

NguopT nfhz;l RdhkpahdNj

,J vd;d tpguPjNkh? ,aw;ifapd; nfh^uNkh?

cyfopf;Fk; khgpusak; ,J jhNdh?

2. Rdhkpapd; ghjpg;G

kf;fs; mq;Fkpq;Fk; fjwpr;rpjwpl

NtfnkhL fly; ms;spr;nrd;wNj

khz;ldNu gy yl;rk; rpije;jdNt Vuhsk;

cile;J Rf;FEhwhfpr; rPuspe;jdNt gykhlk;

flyiy xU klq;nfdpy; mopT gd;klq;fhfpaNj

,J jFNkh? ,J KiwNah? ,J jHkk; jhNdh?

3. kf;fs; Jauk;

jg;gpNdhH kjp fyq;fp fjp fyq;fp JbJbj;jdNuh

kdk; thb cly; thb gijgijj;jdNuh

IaNfh! ,se;jsph;fs; gy mdhijahapdNuh

jpf;fw;W nrayw;W mjpHr;rp mile;jdNuh

,with! ,J cd; fz;bg;Ngh? ,y;iy jz;bg;Ngh?

vkf;F eP jUk; gbg;gpidNah?

4. mQ;ryp

Rdhkpapy; kbe;jtHf;F vk; fz;zPH mQ;ryp

gRk; ghyfupd; GdH tho;Tf;F nIa mQ;ryp

rq;flk; gy jPHj;J itf;f ,iw mQ;ryp

mope;j CHfs; jioj;J Xq;f epj;a mQ;ryp

Rdhkp kf;fs; kNdhfuk; ngw kq;fs mQ;ryp

kf;fs; ahtUk; rhe;jp ngw Rg mQ;ryp

,iw mQ;ryp! n[a mQ;ryp! Rg mQ;ryp!

   

(Contributed by Mrs. Pathma Indradas in support of Abhinaya School of Barathanatyam / NJTACS tsu-
nami relief – Feb 2005)
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Compliments From  

fw;gidiaf; $l tpw;gidahf;Fk; fhyj;jpy; ew;gzpahk;

 jkpo;f;; fy;tpg; gzpf;Ff; fhynkhJf;Fk;; epA+ N[h;rp

 jkpo; fiy fyhr;rhu  kd;wj;ij tho;j;JfpNwhk;

Dr.Shan Sivendra family
West Orange, New Jersey



xU Mrphpahpd;; ghHitapypUe;J

epA+ N[Hrp jkpo; fiy fyhr;rhu kd;wk; jdJ 5 Mz;L Nritia epiwT nra;J 6tJ 

Mz;by; fhyb vLj;J itf;fpwJ. vkJ gps;isfs; jha; nkhopiaf; fw;gjw;Fk;> vkJ fiy 

fyhr;rhuj;ij tsHg;gjw;Fk; ,g; ghlrhiy ,aYkhd gq;fspg;ig toq;fp tUfpwJ. ,e;j 

5 Mz;Lfspy; ,g; ghlrhiy mile;jpUf;Fk; Kd;Ndw;wk; ghuhl;bw;FhpaJ. khzth;fspd; 

gq;fspg;ghYk;> ngw;NwhHfspd; xj;Jiog;ghYk;> MrphpaHfspd; Kaw;rpapdhYNk ehk; ,d;W 

,e;jsT Kd;Ndw;wj;ij vl;bAs;Nshk;.

xU nkhopia fw;gJk; fw;gpg;gJk; ,yFthd fhhpaky;y. vkJ gps;isfs; ghlrhiyapy; 

Mq;fpyj;ij tpl ,d;ndhU nkhopia ,uz;lhk; nkhopahff; fw;fpwhHfs;. vdNt vkJ jha; 

nkhopahfpa jkpo; nkhop mtHfis nghWj;j tiuapy; %d;whk; nkhopahfp tpl;lJ. vdNt 

jha; nkhopia fw;gjd; mtrpaj;ijAk; mjd; gaidAk; ngw;NwhHfshfpa ehk; mtHfSf;F 

tpsf;fpf; $WtJ mtrpakhFk;. jkpo; ghlrhiyapy; gbg;gNjhL epd;Wtplhky; mij fijj;;Jg; 

gof tw;GWj;j Ntz;Lk;. mg;NghJjhd; mtHfs; fw;wjd; gaid mila KbAk;. ,q;F 

fw;gJ Vl;Lr; Riuf;fha; fwpf;F cjthJ vd;w gonkhop Nghy; Mfptplf; $lhJ. rpiyapy; 

vOj;Jg;Nghy; vkJ gps;isfspd; kdjpy; gjpe;J mLj;J tUk; re;jjpfSf;Fk; vk; nkhopiag; 

gug;Gk; tif nra;jy; Ntz;Lk;. 

,e;jg; ghlrhiy jkpo; nkhopia kl;Lky;yhJ ekJ gz;ghL> fiy> fyhr;rhuj;ij tsHg;gjpy; 

kpfTk; ftdj;NjhL nraw;gl;L tUfpwJ. ehk; Ntw;W ehl;by; tho;e;jhYk;> Ntw;W ,dj;;jtUld; 

gofpdhYk;> Ntw;W nkhopapy; fy;tp fw;whYk; vkf;nfd ,dk;> nkhop> fiy> fyhr;rhuk;> 

gz;ghL cs;sJ vd;gij vkJ gps;isfs; xt;nthU fpoikAk; Qhgfg;gLj;jf; $bajhf 

,g;ghlrhiy mike;Js;sJ. ,J vkf;F fpilj;j tug;gpurhjk;; vd;Nw $wNtz;Lk;.

,jd; tsHr;rp vjpHfhyj;jpy; gd;klq;fhf Ntz;Lk; vd;gNj vkJ mththFk;. ,jw;F ,dptUk; 

khztHfSk; ngw;NwhHfSk; MrphpaHfSk; jkJ gq;fspg;ig nra;thHfs; vd cWjpahf 

ek;GfpNwhk;.

tho;f jkpo; tsHf fiy

nry;tp itFe;jd;

vspaeilapy; jkpo;Ehy; vOjplTk; Ntz;Lk;>

,yf;fzEhy; Gjpjhf ,aw;WjYk; Ntz;Lk;.

ntspAyfpy;> rpe;jidapy; GjpJ Gjpjhf>

tpise;Js;s vtw;wpDf;Fk; ngaHfnsyhq; fz;L>

njspTWj;Jk; glq;fnshL Rtbnayhk; nra;J>

nre;jkpior; nrOe;jkpoha;r; nra;tJTk; Ntz;Lk;.

vspikapdhy; xU jkpod; gbg;gpy;iy nad;why;>

,q;Fs;s vy;NyhUk; ehzplTk; Ntz;Lk;.

   -ghujpjhrd;
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xU mq;fj;jthpd; ghHitapypUe;J

cyfj;jpNy cs;;s nkhopfspy; kpf ,dpikahdJk;> mofhdJk;> Ngr ,yFthdJkhd 

jkpo; nkhopf;F rq;fk; mikj;J mnkhpf;fhtpd; epA+ N[Hrp khepyj;jpy; rpwg;ghfr; nray;gl;L 

tUk; jkpo; fyhr;rhu rq;fj;jpd; 5tJ Mz;L epiwT tpohTf;F tho;j;Jr; nra;jp njhptpg;gjpy; 

ngUikAk; kfpo;r;rpAk; milfpNwd;.

“ahJk; CNu ahtUk; NfspH” vdg; Gjpa gz;ghl;bid <uhapuk; Mz;LfSf;F Kd;Ng 

cyfpw;F toq;fpaJ jkpo; nkhop. fly; fle;J gy ehLfis ntw;wp fz;l jkpo; ,dk; 

Mq;fhq;Nf jkpo;g; gz;ghl;bd; RtLfisAk; gjpj;J te;Js;sJ. cyf ehfhPf tuyhw;wpy; 

xg;gw;w tuyhW gilj;J ,d;Wtiu mopahky; rpwg;Gw tpsq;FtJ jkpoH ehfhPfk; vd;why; 

kpifahfhJ.

mnkhpf;fhtpd;; epA+ N[h;rp khepyj;jpd; Kf;fpa efuq;fspy; gue;J thOk; jkpo; khzt khztpahpd; 

fy;tp> fiy> fyhr;rhuk;;> gz;ghL> xw;Wik Ngzg;glTk; nraw;gl;L tUtijapl;L kfpo;r;rp 

milfpNwd;. fy;tp fiy fyhr;rhuj;jpw;F caph; ehbahf tpoq;FtJld; vkJ jhafj;jpy; 

vk; jkpo; kf;fspd; JaH Jilg;gjw;fhf gy topfspYk; cjtp Ghpe;J tUfpwhHfs;. fle;j 

tUlk; (2004) khHfop 26e; jpfjp Rdhkp Nguiyahy; ghjpf;fg;gl;l vkJ jkpo; kf;fSf;F 

ghuhl;lj;jf;f tifapy; gq;fspg;igr; nra;jpUf;fpwhHfs;. 

epA+ N;[Hrp jkpo; fyhr;rhu rq;fk; nkd;NkYk; tsHe;J gy Mf;fG+Htkhd nraw;jpl;lq;fis 

epiwNtw;wp jkpo; kf;fs; kj;jpapy; epiyj;jpUf;f vdJ ,ja G+Htkhd tho;j;Jr; nra;jp $wp 

epiwT nra;fpNwd;.  ed;wp.

fiykhkzp                    Newark
f. ,uhrypq;fk;            New Jersey
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jkpo;j;jpUehs;!

cyfidj;Jk; xUKfkha; caHkiwahk; - vdg;Nghw;;wp

gynkhopapw; gFj;njLj;Jg; gug;Gfpw - jpUf;Fwis

eyKwNt tFj;jikj;J ekf;fspj;j - xU nghpa 

Gytdtd; gpwe;j jpdk; jkpoHfspd; Gfo;j;jpdNk!

mwnewpAk; nghUl;jpwDk; mfj;JiwAk; - jkpo;nkhopapd;>

jpwdwpAk; jpUf;Fwsha;j; njhpe;jspj;j - Gtpg;nghpahd;

gpwg;gjidj; jpUehsha;g; ngUikAld; - jkponuyhk;

rpwg;GlNd rpuk;itj;jhH nropj;jJ nre;jkpo; nkhopNa!

fw;gidap;y;;;; %o;fpape;jf; fhrpdpNahHf;(F) - vs;ssTk;

ew;gaNd ey;fhj ehtpdpf;Fk; - ,yf;fpaq;fs;

tw;whJ cz;nldpDk;> tho;Tf;NfhH - top tFj;j

mw;Gjdha;r; nrg;GjpU ts;Stid tho;j;JtNk!

fhynkDk; fw;wwpahf; fhyidAk; - fle;Jyfpd;

rPynkyhk; rpe;jidf;NfhH tpUe;jhf - ,d;Fwspy;

NfhyKw gilj;njkf;Fg; ghpe;jspj;j - ts;Stid

Qhynkyhk; nfhz;lhLk; ew;wpUehs; jkpo;j;jpUehs; !

                          - ePyhtzd;
        



  
         

  

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

               

Varatharajah
Contractor

85 Manor Drive
Newark, NJ 07106

Phone : (973)416-9809
Cell (973)202-2461

For All your Painting, Tiling, Plumbing, Remodeling, Kitchen, Bath &
Basement  needs.

NJ License Permit # 01-28227
                



“jkpOf;F mKnjd;W ngaH-

me;jj; jkpo;; ,d;gj;jkpo; vq;fs; capUf;F 

NeH”

vd;W nrhy;ypr;nrd;whH rhd;NwhH md;W. ,d;W 

mNj jkpo; vd;w mKJ Mo;fly; jhz;b> 

midj;Jyfk; gutp> mnkhpf;fh te;J Njdhfg; 

gha;fpwJ.

%Nte;jH jPuk; Nfl;Nlhk; md;W>

Kf;fdpfspd; Ritawpe;Njhk; vd;Wk;>

Kidg;ghf Kj;jkpo; fhz;fpNwhk; ,d;Wk;.

,yq;ifapy; ,d;Wk; ,se;jkpo; fw;f 

,ilA+Wfs; rpy efuq;fspy;> Mdhy; ,q;Nfh 

,d;gj;jkpo; ,isNahH ehtpy; eHj;jdk; Ghpa 

ek;ktH Mw;wpLk; Nrit msg;ghpaJ. 

mjw;F xU rpd;d cjhuzk; --

jkpo; tFg;Gf;F nry;yKd; ehd; vd; 

mg;ghtplk; njhiyf;fhl;rp ghHf;fj; njhy;iy 

nfhLj;jhy; vd; mk;kh , - y; - iy 

(“,” dh> “y”; d;dh> “iy” d;dh) vd 
nrhy;yr;nrhy;Yth. md;W mjw;F ehd; 

tpsf;fk; Njbj;jtpj;Njd;... Mdhy; ,d;W jkpo; 

tFg;Gf;F te;j gpd;G mk;khtpd; , - y; - iy 

vd;w nrhy;Yf;F tpsf;fk; fz;L nfhz;Nld;. 

,jd;; MHtk; ,d;Dk; gy nrhw;fis tpsq;fp;f; 

nfhs;s tpiufpNwd; ehd; jkpo; ghlrhiyf;F.

“jhiag; gopj;jtid jha; jLj;jhy; tpl;LtpL> 
Mdhy;

jkpiog; gopj;jtid jha; jLj;jhYk; 

tpl;LtplhNj.”

vd;W nrhy;ypr;nrd;whH ghujpjhrd;. mjdhy; 

jhNdh jkpiog;gbj;J tpopj;njo itj;Js;sdH 

vk;ik vk; jkpo; gw;whsHfs; ,q;F.

Njrk; tpl;L Njrk; te;J

Njfk; Nehf Njb cioj;J

rpd;d koiyfs; vkf;F

rpq;fhuj;jkpo; nrhy;;;;;;;;;;;ypj;jUk;

rpe;jidahsHfs; cq;fSf;Fk;  --

jha;nkhopahk; jkpiof;fhf;f

risf;fhky; jk; gq;F jUk; ngw;NwhHf;Fk; --

ek; ,isNahhpd; ed;wpf;fld;

,d;W kl;Lky;;y vd;Wk;  ---

jkpo; caUk; NghJ ehKk; caHe;J epd;W

cq;fs; Nritia cskhu> kdkhu> thahu

tho;f tsHf vd jkpo; nkhopahy;

tho;j;JfpNwhk; ehNk.

    NfhNz]; ytd;

xU khztdpd; fz;Nzhl;lj;jpy;....

fdpapil Vwpa RisAk; - Kw;wy;

fioapil Vwpa rhWk;>

gdpkyH Vwpa NjDk; - fha;r;Rk;

ghfpil Vwpa RitAk;>

edpgR nghopAk; ghYk; - njd;id

ey;fpa Fsphps ePUk;>

,dpad vd;Ngd; vdpDk; - jkpio

vd;DapH vd;Ngd; fz;BH!

              - ghujpjhrd;
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jkpo;f; fy;tp mwpit fspg;Gld; toq;Fk;; epA+ N[h;rp jkpo;f;fiy 

fyhr;rhu kd;wj; jkpo; fy;tp epiyaj;ij tho;j;JfpNwhk;.

- With Best Compliments from -

Sterling Legal Services, PLLC
K. Sivakumaran, Ph. D. (Civil Engineering)

Attorney at Law

321 West Main Street
Goff Building, Suite 509
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Tel: (304) 622-5770,  Fax : (304) 622-5771
www.sterling-legal.com

jkpo;f; fy;tp mwpit fspg;Gld; toq;Fk;; epA+ N[h;rp jkpo;f;fiy 

fyhr;rhu kd;wj; jkpo; fy;tp epiyaj;ij tho;j;JfpNwhk;.

- With Best Compliments from -

Sterling Legal Services, PLLC
K. Sivakumaran, Ph. D. (Civil Engineering)

Attorney at Law

321 West Main Street
Goff Building, Suite 509
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Tel: (304) 622-5770,  Fax : (304) 622-5771
www.sterling-legal.com

- With Best Compliments from -

Dr.A.Appulingam
Dr. D.O Brien
Dr.S.Leidecker

TLC PEDIATRICS,    P.A
20 White Road

Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

- With Best Compliments from -

Dr.A.Appulingam
Dr. D.O Brien
Dr.S.Leidecker

TLC PEDIATRICS,    P.A
20 White Road

Shrewsbury, NJ 07702



mtdpapNy jiyrpwe;j ehlhk; vq;fs;

mnkhpf;fhtpy; gpwe;J tsHgts; ehd;

Mq;fpyNk jha;nkhopaha;f; nfhz;l ehL

gy;NtW ,dkf;fs; tjpAk; ehL

gz;ghLfs; gyJk; cila ehL

gy;NtW rkaq;fs; thOk; ehL

,j;jifa jiyrpwe;j ehl;bd; fz;Nz

md;W ehd; ghyfpaha; ,Ue;j NghJ

md;id vd;idj; jhyhl;b ,irj;j me;j

ey;y jkpo;f; fPjj;jpy; Jhq;fptpl;Nld;

fz;kzpNa fw;fz;Nl njd;wNy NjNd vd;W

jz;jkpopy; jha; ,irj;j ghly; Nfl;Nld;

nrtpf;fpdpa nre;jkpopd; ,dpa fPjk;

nrtpkLj;J ,irtpae;J mre;J NghNdd;

,d;Dk; ehd;

jkpopNy koiy nkhop  Ngrtpy;iy

jkpoH jk; gz;ghl;by; Cwtpy;iy

nrk;nkhopahk; jkpo;nkhopiag; gbj;jjpy;iy

NrHe;J jkpo; Ngrp tpisahltpy;iy

,f;Fiwia ePf;fpaJ epA+N[Hrpghy;

,aq;F jkpo; fiy fyhr;rhu kd;wk;

jkpowpQh; gyH NrHe;J Mf;fpitj;j

jkpo; kd;wk; cd;djkh kd;wNkjhd;

jz;lkpopd; njhd;ikapid ,dpikjd;id

juzpf;Nf vLj;jpak;gp epw;Fk; kd;wk;

jkpoHfspd; gz;ghl;L tpOkpaq;fs;

midj;ijANk Ngzp tsHffpd;w kd;wk;

jkpo;kf;fs; jkpo;fw;Wj; jkpouhf

jiyepkpHe;J tho top;tFf;Fk; kd;wk;

,ay; ,ir ehlfk; tsHj;J muq;fk; Vw;wp

jkpo; $Wk; ey;Yyfpw;fspf;Fk; kd;wk;

,t;thpa ew;gzpfs; Mw;wp epw;Fk;

,k;kd;wk; vd;nwd;Wk; tho;f tho;f

jkpo; kd;wk; elhj;Jfpd;w jkpo; tFg;gpd;

mjpgH MrphpaH ngw;NwH eyNk tho;f

vd;nwd;Wk; jkpo; tFg;G ,aq;f Ntz;Lk;

,dpajkpo; ,y;ynkq;Fk; xypf;fNtz;Lk;

jkpoHfspd; gz;ghL juzpnaq;Fk;

jz;nzhspaha; tPrp kzk; fkoNtz;Lk;

juzpapy; jkpoHfs; jd;dpfhpy;yhj 

jdpapdkha; tho;f vd tho;j;Jfpd;N;wd;.

                - njd;wy; rhe;jFkhH

xU khztpapd; czHtiyfs;

kdjp YWjp Ntz;Lk;>

 thf;fpdpNy apdpik Ntz;Lk;@

epidT ey;yJ Ntz;Lk;>

 neUq;fpd nghUs; ifg;gl Ntz;Lk;@

fdT nka;g;gl Ntz;Lk;>

 iftrkhtJ tpiutpy; Ntz;Lk;@

jdKk; ,d;gKk; Ntz;Lk;>

 juzpapNy ngUik Ntz;Lk;@

fz; jpwe;jpl Ntz;Lk;>

 fhhpaj;jp Ywjp Ntz;Lk;@

ngz; tpLjiy Ntz;Lk;>

 nghpa flTs; fhf;f Ntz;Lk;@

kz; gaDw Ntz;Lk;>

 thdfkpq;F njd;gl Ntz;Lk;@

cz;ik epd;wpl Ntz;Lk@

  Xk; Xk; Xk; Xk;

   - ghujp
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jkpo;f; fiy tsHf;fTk;> jkpo;f; Foe;ijfis xd;wpizf;fTk; 

mauhJ Kaw;rp nra;Ak; MrphpaHfSf;Fk; ngw;NwhHfSf;Fk; vkJ

ey; tho;j;Jf;fs;

 

-  With Best Compliments from  -

M. Sivakumaran, M.D., F.A.A.P. (Dr. Mani)
Board Certifi ed Pediatrics & Sub-specialty Board Certifi ed Pediatric Infectious 

Diseases

29 Hospital Plaza         393 Emily Drive                   
Suite A         Clarksburg, WV 26301                  
Weston, WV 26452        Phone:  (634)-624 8090 
Phone: (304)269-0865       Fax:  (634) 620-8091
Fax: (304)269-0868

 
 

Vaidhyaa Paediatrix PLLc 



cyfpy; tho;fpd;w ,dq;fis jdpikg; 

gLj;Jfpd;w my;yJ Ntw;Wikg;; gLj;Jfpd;w 

kpf Kf;fpa fhuzpahf nkhopjhd; cs;sJ 

vd;gJ nts;spilkiy. mj;Jld; XU 

,dj;jpd; ,Ug;ig cWjpg;gLj;JtJk; 

,e;j nkhopjhd; vd;gjpy; khw;W fUj;Jf;F 

,lkpUf;fhJ.

,e;j tifapNy tl mnkupf;fhtpy; ,Uf;fg; 

NghFk; vkJ vjpu;fhyr; re;jjpapdu; 

jkJ ,Ug;gpid> jdpj;Jtj;jpid 

jf;fitj;jpUg;ghu;fsh> mjhtJ vkJ jha; 

nkhopahk; jkpiog; Ngzpg; ghJfhg;ghu;fsh 

vd;w Iag;ghL vkf;Fs; vOtJ jtpu;f;f 

Kbahjjhfp tpLfpwJ.

,ij eptu;j;jp nra;J ,isa jiyKiw-

apdiuj; jkpopy; Gyik ngwr; nra;J 

mtu;fsJ ,Ug;gpid cWjpg;gLj;j Ntz;baJ 

ngw;NwhupdJk; jkpo;r; r%fj;jpdJk; jiyaha 

flikahfpwJ.

,ij vg;gb vjpu; nfhs;syhk; vd;W 

ghu;g;Nghk;.

ahkwpe;j nkhopfspNy jkpo; nkhop Nghy; 

,dpjhtnjq;Fk; fhNzhk; vd;W ghl;Lf;nfhU 

Gytd; kfh ftp ghujpapdhy; Gfog; ngw;w 

jkpo; nkhopapd; rpwg;ig vLj;Jiuj;J jkpo; 

nkhopiag; gapy gps;isfSf;F tpUg;Gzu;it 

Vw;gLj;j Ntz;Lk;.

kpf Kf;fpakhf ngw;Nwhu;fs; jkJ 

gps;isfSld; jkpo; nkhopapy; ciuahLtij 

toikahf;fpf; nfhs;tJld; mtu;fs; 

jkJ rfhf;fSld; jkpopy; ciuahLtij 

Cf;Ftpf;f Ntz;Lk;.

Mq;fpy nkhopNa ,q;F fy;tp gapYfpd;w 

Clfkhf ,Uf;fpd;w fhuzj;jpdhy; Mq;fpy 

nkhopapy; Gyik ngWtjpYk; ghu;f;f kw;iwa 

nkhopfspy; Gyik ngWtJ jhd; fbdkhf 

,Uf;Fk; vd;gJld; ,tw;wpy; Gyik ngWtJ 

gps;isfspd; jpwikf;F Xu; vLj;Jf;fhl;lhFk; 

vd;w epahaj;ij czu;e;J nfhz;L ngw;whu; 

jk; gps;isfs; jkpo; nkhopia rpwg;Gwf; if-

ahs cjt Ntz;Lk;. 

jkpo; r%fk; ,sk; jiyKiwapdUf;fhf 

kpfTk; mu;g;gzpg;Gld; jkpo; kw;Wk; fiy 

tFg;Gf;fisAk; tpohf;fisAk; elhj;jp 

tUtJ kpfTk; ghuhl;lg;glNtz;ba     

tplakhFk;.

NkYk;> ,tu;fSf;F jkpo; Nghl;bfis elhj;jp 

rpwg;Gwr; nra;Ak; khztu;fisf; nfsutpg;gjd; 

%yk; mtu;fis NkYk; Cf;Ftpf;fyhk;.   

                    rfhad; ,utprq;fu;  

vkJ jha; nkhop jkpo; - ehk; jkpou;
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rphpj;j Ky;iy

khiyg; Nghjpy; Nrhiyapd; gf;fk;

nrd;Nwd;. Fsph;e;j njd;wy; te;jJ.

te;j njd;wypy; thrk; fko;e;jJ.

thrk; te;j trj;jpy; jpUk;gpNdd;.

Nrhiy eLtpy; nrhf;Fg; gr;irg;

gl;Lil G+z;L glh;e;J fple;J

FYf;nfd;W rphpj;j Ky;iy

kyh;f;nfhb fz;Nld; kfpo;r;rp nfhz;NlNd!

- ghujpjhrd;



[e;jhtJ Mz;L epiwT tpoh nfhz;lhLk; epa+ N[h;rp jkpo; 

fiy fyhr;rhu kd;wj;jpw;F vkJ ey; tho;j;Jf;fs;

Bombay Bazzar

Indian groceries, Fresh vegetables, 
DVDs, Videos & NTSC-PAL-NTSC 
Video  Conversation, VHS Tape to 
DVD Conversion

1503 Finnegans Lane
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
Tel: (732)940-9148
Fax: (732)821-8811

Alpine USA Construction, LLC

All Residential &
Commercial Projects

1503 Finnegans Lane
North Brunswick, NJ 08902

Tel: (732) 991-0789
Email: parmar@ausac.net

With Best Compliments from –      MBRISH PARMAR, BS(Civil) 

4” Round Sandwich Platter

Giant Party Subs

Sub Party Platter

Giant Party Subs

and 

Sub Platters

Great Food for…

Picnics
Family Gatherings
Birthday Parties
Sporting Events
Meetings
Gifts
Offi ce Parties

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

 MANY WAYS TO PARTY AT

8 Princeton Higstown Road                    2465 South Broad Street 
East Windsor, NJ 08520      Hamilton, NJ 08610 
(609)426-1233                                         (609)888-5757     



Muk;g tFg;G - Beginners’ Class 1

ghyH tFg;G - Introductory Class
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,ilepiy tFg;G - Intermediate Class

Muk;g tFg;G - Beginners’ Class 2
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gy tFg;G khztHfs;

(Students with Schedule Confl ict on the Photo Day)

caH tFg;G - Advanced Class
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MrpupaHfs; - Volunteer  Teachers
Not in Picture:  Nirupa Akileswaran, Vasuki Siddarthan, Nalini Subramanium and 

Rani Sundralingam.
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Senior Class



epHthff; FO - Operating Committee

MrpupaHfs; - Volunteer Teachers
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EhthHf; khztHfs; - Newark Students



NJTACS Students’ 
Arangetram
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From left to right:
Santhiya Mahilkanthan
Sonia Sugumar (top)
Sophia Sugumar (Middle)
Julia Sugumar (bottom)

Kavitha Krishnamoorthy
Anuja Selvakumar
Tharani Theivakumar

Suren Theivakumar
Rajeevan Sivasubramaniam



Is Tamil a Classical Language?
Tamil is one of the great classical literatures and traditions of the world.  The reasons for this are many.

First, Tamil is of considerable antiquity.  It predates the literatures of other modern Indian languages by 
more than a thousand years.  Its oldest work, the Tolkappiyam,, contains parts that, judging from the 
earliest Tamil inscriptions, date back to about 200 BCE.  The greatest works of ancient Tamil, the Sangam 
anthologies and the Pattuppattu, date to the fi rst two centuries of the current era.  They are the fi rst great 
secular body of poetry written in India, predating Kalidasa’s works by two hundred years.

Second, Tamil constitutes the only literary tradition indigenous to India that is not derived from Sanskrit.  
Indeed, its literature arose before the infl uence of Sanskrit in the South became strong and so is qualitatively 
different from anything we have in Sanskrit or other Indian languages.  It has its own poetic theory, its own 
grammatical tradition, its own esthetics, and, above all, a large body of literature that is quite unique.  It 
shows a sort of Indian sensibility that is quite different from anything in Sanskrit or other Indian languages, 
and it contains its own extremely rich and vast intellectual tradition.

Third, the quality of classical Tamil literature is such that it is fi t to stand beside the great literatures 
of Sanskrit, Greek, Latin, Chinese, Persian and Arabic.  The subtlety and profundity of its works, their 
varied scope (Tamil is the only premodern Indian literature to treat the subaltern extensively), and their 
universality qualify Tamil to stand as one of the great classical traditions and literatures of the world.  
Everyone knows the Tirukkural, one of the world’s greatest works on ethics; but this is merely one of a 
myriad of major and extremely varied works that comprise the Tamil classical tradition.  There is not a 
facet of human existence that is not explored and illuminated by this great literature.

Finally, Tamil is one of the primary independent sources of modern Indian culture and tradition.  I have 
written extensively on the infl uence of a Southern tradition on the Sanskrit poetic tradition.  But equally 
important, the great sacred works of Tamil Hinduism, beginning with the Sangam Anthologies, have 
undergirded the development of modern Hinduism.  Their ideas were taken into the Bhagavata Purana and 
other texts (in Telugu and Kannada as well as Sanskrit), whence they spread all over India.  Tamil has its 
own works that are considered to be as sacred as the Vedas and that are recited alongside Vedic mantras 
in the great Vaisnava temples of South India (such as Tirupati).  And just as Sanskrit is the source of the 
modern Indo-Aryan languages, classical Tamil is the source language of modern Tamil and Malayalam.  
As Sanskrit is the most conservative and least changed of the Indo-Aryan languages, Tamil is the most 
conservative of the Dravidian languages, the touchstone that linguists must consult to understand the 
nature and development of Dravidian.

To qualify as a classical tradition, a language must fi t several criteria: it should be ancient, it should be an 
independent tradition that arose mostly on its own not as an offshoot of another tradition, and it must have 
a large and extremely rich body of ancient literature.  Unlike the other modern languages of India, Tamil 
meets each of these requirements.  It is extremely old (as old as Latin and older than Arabic); it arose as an 
entirely independent tradition, with almost no infl uence from Sanskrit or other languages; and its ancient 
literature is indescribably vast and rich.

Condensed from the article written by Prof. George Hart, Professor of Tamil,University of California, 
Berkeley, CA
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Keep up the outstanding services

With Best Compliments to NJTACS from

High Risk Pregnancy Center
of New Jersey

A. Krishnamoorthy
 M.D., F.A.C.O.G., F.R.C.O.G.

Board Certifi ed in Maternal Fetal Medicine

S. Sengupta
 M.D., F.A.C.O.G.

Board Certifi ed in Maternal Fetal Medicine

Doctors for Women Health

Williamsburg Commons
1 Auer Court, Suite A & B
East Brunswick, NJ 08816

Phone: (732) 390-1020

Oak Tree Business Center
908 Oak Tree Road, Suite M & N

South Plainfi eld, NJ 07080

Phone: (908) 753-5771

tho;f jkpo;



Our Culture in the world and Our Organization

Thurai Kugan, Ph.D.
Member of the operating committee, and editor of “Sudar”

A culture is the distilled essence of the way of life of a group of people. In the case of the Tamil people, 
the distillation process has covered a time span of more than two thousand years. Tamil is the oldest living 
language in India, and it is one of the two classical traditions of India, the other being Sanskrit. Many 
Tamils trace their origins to the people of Mohenjodaro in the Indus Valley around 6000 years before the 
birth of Christ.  There is a phrase describing how ancient the Tamil culture is:

“fy; Njhd;wp kz; Njhd;whf; fhyj;Nj thNshL Kd;Njhd;wpa %j;j Fb”

“Before the birth of stones and sand, Brave Tamil man was born”

Tamil language and culture is full of richness. Tamil literature is full of codes of ethics and conducts laid 
out in a way that diligently persuade all readers to adopt them in their lives. Tamil culture is a treasure in 
the world’s civilization, but barely recognized outside its sphere of usage. To get a glimpse of a few of 
the jewels of Tamil, Sangam Literature is a rich compilation of poems from multitude of poets, giving us 
a glimpse of daily life and thoughts, as it was about 2000 years ago. The crown jewel of Tamil literature, 
‘Thirukural’, placed anywhere from 1st to 5th century, authored by the saintly Thiruvalluvar, is a collection 
of 1330 couplets, that can be viewed as a code of ethics for all human beings. Kural is an eternal gem with 
a universal message. Tamil has fi ve great epics, the most famous and the fi rst being Silapadikaaram, which 
is placed around 1st to 6th century. Tamils have their own rendering of Ramaayanam by Kampan of 12th 
century, and of Mahaabhaaratham, stories full of lessons on ethics for all humans. Tamil Ramaayanam 
is also a sheer poetic beauty. Finally the pre-modern era has given us saint Ramalingar’s Thiruarutpaa, 
Bharathiyars nationalistic poems and Bharathidasans song with a social conscience.

Today, we, the Tamil people living in lands away from Tamil lands acquire strength from the richness of 
our own cultural heritage - not only because this culture has something to do with our own roots and our 
way of life but also because we believe that this culture has a signifi cant contribution to the enjoyment of 
life. With our rich heritage, we have a solemn responsibility to share it all with the world community. At 
the least, with our own children and grand children. There is a clear call for efforts from the Tamil adults to 
keep our children aware of our heritage and culture.  We cannot afford to have our future generations live 
their lives unaware of the richness and values of our cultural heritage and miss out on all the excitements 
and enjoyments we had. New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society was founded in the year 2000 with 
this sole task in mind. It is the only organization in New Jersey seeking exclusively to foster Tamil arts and 
culture, particularly among our future generations, with no fi nancial gains in the agenda. We are open to 
all interested in learning Tamil language, arts, and culture. It gives us great pleasure to know that we have 
served for fi ve years and still serving the New Jersey community. 

 “jkpopd; Nkd;ik mjd; njhd;ikapy; ,y;iy - njhlHr;rpapy;

cs;sJ”
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR FIFTH ANNIVERSARY AND 
OUR BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE

-with best compliments from -

N. Jeganathan, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Nihir B. Shah, M.D., F.A.C.C.

Brunswick Cardiology Associates, PA
1140 Somerset Street (Rt. 27)

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Tel.: (732) 246-4699
Fax.: (732) 246-4889



jkpo; gonkhopfs;

1. mfj;jpd; moF Kfj;jpy; njhpAk;.

2. Mhpaf; $j;jhbdhYk; fhhpaj;jpy; fz;zhapU.

3. ,uf;fg; NghdhYk; rpwf;fg; Ngh.

4. cwT Nghfhky; nfl;lJ> fld; Nfl;fhky; nfl;lJ.

5. CH ,uz;L gl;lhy; $j;jhbf;Ff; nfhz;lhl;lk;.

6. vopahiu typahH Nfl;f> typahiu nja;tk; Nfl;Fk;.

7. vyp tisahdhYk; jdp tis Ntz;Lk;.

8. va;jtd; ,Uf;f mk;ig NehthNdd;.

9. vLg;gJ gpr;ir> VWtJ gy;yf;F.

10. fw;ifapy; fy;tp frg;G> fw;wgpd; mJNt ,dpg;G.

11. fw;wJ ifkz;zsT> fy;yhjJ cyfsT.

12. fz;nfl;l gpwfh #hpa tzf;fk;?

13. fUk;G fl;NlhL ,Ue;jhy; vWk;G jhNd tUk;.

14. fiug;ghH fiuj;jhy; fy;Yk; fiuAk;.

15. fhyk; NghFk;> thHj;ij epw;Fk;.

16. fhiyr; Rw;wpd ghk;G fbahky; tplhJ.

17. fhw;Ws;s NghNj Jhw;wpf;nfhs;.

18. Fg;igapy; Nghl;lhYk;> Fz;Lkzp kq;fhJ.

19. nfLthd; NfL epidg;ghd;.

20. Nfl;lit vy;yhk; ek;ghNj> ek;gpanjy;yhk; nrhy;yhNj.

21. ifg;Gz;Zf;F fz;zhb Ntz;Lkh?

22. rl;bapy; ,Ue;jhy;jhNd mfg;igapy; tUk;.

23. rpW JUk;Gk; gy; Fj;j cjTk;.

24. rpWff; fl;bg; ngUf tho;.

25. Rtiu itj;Jf; nfhz;ly;yth rpj;jpuk; tiua Ntz;Lk;.

26. jd;tPl;L tpsf;nfd;W Kj;jkplyhkh?

27. jd;ifNa jdf;F cjtp.

28. jd; tpid jd;idr; RLk;.

29. jd; gyk; nfhz;L mk;gyk; VwNtz;Lk;.

30. jhNd fdpahj goj;ij jb nfhz;L mbg;gjh?

31. jpid tpijj;jtd; jpid mWg;ghd;>

   tpid tpijj;jtd; tpid mWg;ghd;.

32. epoypd; mUik nta;apypy; njhpAk;.

33. ePUs;s kl;;Lk; kPd; Js;Sk;.

34. gdq;fhl;L ehp ryryg;Gf;F mQ;rhJ.

35. ghHj;jhy; gR gha;e;jhy; Gyp.

36. nka; nrhy;ypf; nfl;ltDk; ,y;iy>

     ngha; nrhy;yp tho;e;jtDk; ,y;iy.

37. ty;ytDf;F ty;ytd; itafj;jpy; cz;L.

38. tpisAk; gapiu Kisapy; njhpAk;.

39. nts;sk; tUKd; mizNfhy Ntz;Lk;.

40. NtypNa gapiu Nka;e;jhy;> tpistJ vg;gb?

       njhFg;G:  nry;tp itFe;jd;
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THE HEART CENTER OF THE ORANGES

                                        
        

CARDIOLOGY
NON- INVASIVE & INVASIVE
  

GITENDRA RAJIYAH, MD, FACC
(Board Certifi ed)

COMPREHENSIVE CARDIAC CONSULTATIONS
NUCLEAR STRESS TESTS
ULTRASOUND ECHOCARDIOGRAMS
HOLTER MONITORING
PACEMAKER EVALUATIONS

   INTERNAL MEDICINE, PRIMARY CARE
                        & GERIATRICS

           (Board Certifi ed)

WILLIAM H. TAYLOR, M.D.
KUMAR M. RAMDAS, M.D.

 

60 Vose Avenue   310 Central Avenue, Suite 102         77 Main Street
South Orange, NJ 07079 East orange, NJ 07019              West orange, NJ 07052
Tel: (973) 763 – 5200  Tel: (973) 395-1550                 Tel: (973) 324 - 2090

•
•
•
•
•



rpWtH kyH 2004
NJTACS celebrated its Fourth Anniversary in October 2004.

ghyH tFg;G 

ghlfHfs;

caH tFg;G 

khztpfspd; 

Nfhyhl;lk;
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Muk;g tFg;G ehlff; FO

,ilepiy tFg;G khztHfspd; ehlfk;

rq;fPj tFg;G

Siruvar Malar 2004
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Tamil contributions to the English language
Tamil is, according to some, the oldest continuous living language in the world.   Here are several words that the 
ancient and noble Tamil language has given to English: 

 catamaran — the light watercraft that is nowadays so popular wherever water sports abound 
 is named from the Tamil words kaTTu ‘tie’ and maram ‘wood, tree’: simply two trees tied
 together.

  cheroot — this variety of cigar is called by the Tamil word curuTTu meaning ‘rolled up’, 
  from the word curuL ‘roll, scroll, curled leaf’.

  coolie — menial laborers are called coolies after the Tamil word for ‘wage, hire’: kûli.

  curry — Tamil Nadu is a land where vegetarian food prevails; the Tamil word for 
  ‘vegetables’, hence dish made of vegetables, is kari, and the delectable dishes of Tamil 
  Nadu are so fl avorful they have given their name to Indian food in general.

  mango — this sweetly fragrant, succulent tropical fruit (Mangifera indica) is called mân 
  in Tamil; the Tamil word for ‘unripe fruit’ is kây, so mân-kây became mangga in Malay and 
  then mango in English via Portuguese. Why do we call the mango after its unripe version?   
  Maybe because of commerce: fruit merchants shipped green mangoes because of their 

  longer shelf life, to ripen later, and the non-Tamil merchants were used to hearing “mân-kây”, so that became 
  the basis of their 

  mulligatawny — the Tamil name for this spicy soup simply means ‘pepper water’,  
  which says it all: miLaku means ‘pepper’ and taNNîr means ‘water’.

  corundum — the hardest mineral next to diamond, corundum (aluminum oxide) forms 
  rubies, sapphires, and topaz; its name comes from a Tamil word for ‘ruby’, kuruntam, 
  which may have come from Sanskrit kuruvinda.

  ginger - Traced back through Greek zingiber to Sanskrit srngavera, the name of ginger  
  (Zingiber offi cinale) is really of Dravidian origin. The Tamil name for ginger is iñci, and 
  vêr means ‘root’. The word iñci was probably ciñci in early Proto-Dravidian, which could 

  explain the Sanskrit form. While srngavera became associated with srnga, ‘horn’, nevetheless clearly the  
  word is not Sanskritic in form, but Dravidian, and the Sanskrit etymology was invented later. Ginger is native 
  to South India.

  vetiver — the Tamil name of this aromatic herb (Vetiveria zizanioides), veTTivêr, is 
  derived from the phrase meaning ‘root that is dug up’ (because of its usefulness): veTTi- 
  means ‘cut, engrave, dig’ and vêr means ‘root’.
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Congratulations and Best Wishes to

New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society

on Your 5th Anniversary Celebrations Day and for Your Dedicated Service 
during the Past Five Years

- With Best Compliments from -

Dr. and Mrs. (Dr.) S. Nagendra
Bayonne, New Jersey



Annual Picnic Photos 2004-2005
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Picnic Photos 2004-2005
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Vf;fk;

vd;id epiy ehl;Ljw;Nf Vf;fkb ,g;Gtpapy;>

jk;ik epiy ehl;btpl;l jf;ftHfs; jk;kpilNa

vd;idepiy ehl;Ljw;Nf Vf;fkb vg;nghOJk;!

ngha;ahYk; nra;njLj;Jg; NghypvDk; nghd;jltp

if Kjiyg; Nghl;L> Gfo; fhztpio thiutpl;L

itafj;jpd; %iynaq;Fk; nta;atid Nghy;tpsq;fp

nka;ahfp epiyj;Jtpl;l Nkijfspd; kj;jpapNy

vd;idepiy ehl;Ljw;Nf Vf;fkb vg;nghOJk;!

jpd;Wjpd;wpq; Fly; tsHj;Jj; jPf;file;J> jiyepkpHe;J

epd;wpUf;Fk; epjpgjpfs; epiyikapNy - nghpatHfs;

Fd;widahh;! vdpDktH Fd;wpkzpf; Nfhl;ilASk;

vd;widNahH mfy;tpsf;fha; Vw;wpitj;Jg; Nghw;Wtzk;

vd;idepiy ehl;Ljw;Nf Vf;fkb vg;nghOJk;;!

fyfj;jpd; re;jbahy; fhyj;ij ntd;W tpl

“gyfw;Nwhk” vdKoq;Fk; giwnahypfs; mYj;jgpd;dH

cyfj;J kyHfpd;w xg;gw;w kyHfspnyd;

gOjw;w kdj;joifg; ghHj;JUfpg; ghLtz;zk;

vd;idepiy ehl;Ljw;Nf Vf;fkb vg;nghOJk;!

cz;iknaDk; vd;durp> cd;fhjw; rd;dpjpapd;

ntz;nfhw;wf; FilePoy; tPw;wpUe;J... Nehw;wpUe;J>

vd;id epiy ehl;lnyy;yhk; - cd;id epiy ehl;Ljw;Nf

cd;id epiy ehl;btpl;lhy; - cyfj;jpd; cr;rpkpir...

vd;idepiy ehl;blyhk; vd;nwhUNgH Vf;fkb!

ftpij

rdj;Js;> kdpj

Fyj;Js; rike;J nghJthfpj;

jdpj;Jg; Gtpapy;

epiyf;fj; jFe;j nghUshfp

kdj;jpd; mfz;l

tiyf;Fs; GFe;J rpiwahFk;

epidg;gpy; Fjph;e;j

njhFg;gpd; tpsf;fk; ftpahFk;.

fzf;fpy; Fwpj;j

,lj;jpy; ,yf;fk; gprfhky;

,zf;fg; gLj;jy;.

mijg;Nghy; ,irj;Jj; njspthf

kpDf;fp kpDf;fp

tpjph;j;J kjh;j;j moNfhL

czh;r;rpg; ngUf;fpy;

eidj;Jg; gpope;j ftpahFk;.

gioik fple;j

kdJs; tpOe;J gapuhfp

nrOik epiwe;J

GJik Fioe;J tpisthfp
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An Introduction to the Tamil Literature
By: Shanmugam Kugathasan

President – Trincomalee Welfare Association

Tamil language possesses an unbroken literary history for the past twenty-fi ve centuries. Tholkaappiyam, 
a treatise on grammar written more than two thousand fi ve hundred years ago, is the oldest book extant 
today. The author backs his grammatical rules by citing precedents of grammarians who lived before 
him. 

Sangam Literature

As a result of political and cultural invasion by foreigners and coupled with ignorance and lack of vision 
on the part of Tamils many works on Tamil literature got lost to elements.  A collection of poems called 
Pattuppaaddu (Ten Idylls) and the Ettuttokai (Eight Anthologies) composed after Tholkaappiyam till 
A.D. 100 by various poets survived.  They are called Sangam literature or Tamil classical works. 
 
Sangam literature dwells on love, valor, philanthropy etc. They describe the life style of people based on 
the fauna and fl ora of geographic regions and also, their vocations, beliefs and values. 

Sangam literature was composed in Ahaval metre. Ettuthuthokai includes works called Nattrinai, 
Kurunthokai, Ankurunooru, Pathitrupaththu, Paripaadal, Kalithokai, Ahananooru and Purananooru. 
Paththuppaaddu includes the books Thirumurukatupadai, Porunaratupadai, Sirupanaratupadai, 
Perumpanaratupadai, Mullaipattu, Mathuraikanchi, Nedunelwadai, Kurunchipattu, Paddinappalai and 
Malaipadukadaam. 

Ethical literature 

Works produced between AD 200 and AD 600 is mostly on ethics and morals. The spread of Buddhism 
and Jainism infl uenced the writing of such ethical works. These works explain what is morally right for 
individuals and the necessity to uphold ethical values at all times. Ethical literature was composed in 
Venpaa metre. 

Ethical literature also came to be referred as Pathinen keelkanakku noolkal and included Thirukkural, 
Naanmanikkatikai, Thirikatukam, Chirupanjamoolam, Alathi, Inna narpatu, Iniyavai narpathu, 
Nalatiyar, Palamoli, Muthumolikkanchi, Asarak Kovai, Ainthinai aimpathu, Aintinai elupathu, Tinaimoli 
aimpathu, Tinaimalai nurraimapthu, Kainnilai, Kar narpathu and Kalavali narpathu. 

Devotional Literature 

Hymns composed by Saiva and Vaishnava saints are termed devotional literature. These were mostly 
written between AD 600 and AD 1000.  Buddhism, Jainism lost their infl uence in Tamil Nadu resulting 
in the resurgence of Saivaism and Vaishnavaism. As a result the Tamil language regained its past glory. 
We can divide devotional literature as Thirumurai and Thivyaprapantham. Thevaram, Thiruvasakam, 
Thiruvisaippa, Thiruppalanddu, Thirumanthiram etc. are included in Thirumurai. Today we have 18,346 
Thirumurai hymns sung mostly by Nayanmars (Saiva Saints) and 4 000 Thivyaprapantham hymns sung 
by 12 Aalvars (Vaishnava Saints). They are composed in Thalisai, Thurai and Virrutham metre as well 
as 108 melodies. 
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Epic Literature 

This category of literature dwells on Virtue, Wealth, Love, and Salvation are called epic literature or 
Perumkathai. If any one of these topics is absent it is considered as Sirukaapiam (minor epic). Today 
we have fi ve major epics called Cilapathikaram, Manimekalai, Seevaga Sinthamani, Kuntalakesi and 
Valayapathi. Out of these Cilapathikaaram and Manimekalai were written in A.D. 300. The other three 
were written around A.D. 1000. Soodamani, Neelakesi, Uthayanakumarakaviam, Nagakumarakaviam, 
Jesotharakaviam are called Sirukapiam and written around A.D. 1000. Thiruththondar puranam or 
Pariya puranam is another epic written around A.D. 1200. 

Minor Literature (Sitrilakiyam): 

There are 96 different types of minor works called sitrilakiyam in Tamil language. The most important 
ones are Pirapantham, Parani, Ula, Kalampakam, Pallu, Kuravanchi, Pillai Tamil, Nanmanimalai, 
Moomanikovai and Thoothu. The minor works uses a narrative style to make one particular thing feel 
special. For example, minor work called Parani describes the valor of a soldier who is credited with 
slaying 1000 elephants in the battlefi eld. The Kalingkathuparani which was composed by Seyankondar 
is one of the best Parani work found in Tamil language. Thoothu works uses swans, parrots and beetles 
as messengers between hero and heroine. Nenchuviduthoothu is the best Thoothu literature found in the 
Tamil language. Most of the minor works were composed between A.D. 1200 and A.D. 1600. 

Religious Literature: 

We can fi nd many religious works written on Saivaism, Vaishnavaism, Jainism, Buddhism, Islam and 
Christianity in Tamil language. These works describe various religious philosophies. Thiruvunthiyar, 
Thirukalitrupadiyar, Sivangnanapotham, Sivangnanasithyar, Irupaaerupathu, Unmaivilakam, 
Sivapiragasam, Thiruvarulpayan, Vinaavenpa, Potripowrodai, Kodikavi, Nenchuviduthoothu, and 
Sankarpaniraganam make up the Saiva Siddhantha philosophy which was composed between 
A.D. 1200 and A.D. 1400. Ettuprapantham is a Vaishanavaite literature, Sripuranam is a Jainist 
literature, Seerapuranam is an Islamic literature and Thevampavani belongs to Christianity.  Beside the 
above there are several religious literatures in Tamil language.

Folk Literature:

The Tamil folk literature consists of songs, koothu, villup paattu, kolaattam, karakaattam, kummi etc. The 
people in rural areas use folk literature during activities such as when ploughing, planting, harvesting and 
thrashing to evade fatigue and exhaustion. They also use this literature to show their inner feelings. No 
one knows exactly who created the folk literature; farmers and fi shermen are thought to be the creators of 
such folk literature. These literatures passed down from generation to generation orally are now available 
in print. 

Translation Literature:

Works in foreign languages came to be translated into Tamil after 1000 A.D. Most of the translation 
came from Sanskrit like Kamaparaamayanm, Kanthapuranam, Maha Bharatham, Nalavenpaa, 
Arichandrapuranam, Rakuvamsam, Pahavatham, Sri Puranam etc. The bulk of the translation from 
Sanskrit to Tamil was between 1200 A.D. and 1500 A.D.  Irachsaniya-yaathirigam was translated from 
English to Tamil around 1850 A.D. 
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Modern Literature:

The works produced during the period from 20th – 21st century is termed modern Tamil literature. As a result 
of English education, scientifi c and technological advancement like invention of printing press, political 
awareness and freedom struggle the core of Tamil literature under went change.  This helped to grow 
new literary forms and diverse styles like journalism, novel, short story, drama and cinema. This phase 
grew rapidly and in a short a period of time. The topics covered Tamil patriotism, social empowerment, 
political freedom, scientifi c knowledge and entertainment. The pre modern poems consisted of academic 
metre style, where as poems called Puthukkavithai broke with orthodoxy and was couched in simplifi ed 
language understandable by everyone. The well known poets of this era are Bharathiyar, Bharathithasan, 
Puthumai piththan, Thesiyavinayakam pillai, Naamakkal Raamalingampillai, Somasundara pulavar, Kaasi 
Aananthan, Pattukkouddai Kalyaana Sundaram, Kannathasan and many others.

Tamil Diasprotic Literature:

Signifi cant movement of Tamil population took place as a result of economic deprivations 
and political upheavals in their land of birth.  Those who migrated from their homeland and 
settled down in foreign climes wrote songs, short stories, novels and drama in praise of their 
motherland. Such works are called Tamil Diasporatic Literature. The main theme of such works 
is the struggles for survival in the new country and the memories of their homeland. For example:

‘Alagana anthap panai maram adikkadi ninaivil varum…’

‘Maangilium marangkothium koodu thirumpath thadai illai…

naanga mattum ulagaththilai naadu thirumpa mudiyalai…’
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New trends in poetry 
M. PONNAMBALAM

THE origins of Sri Lankan Tamil poetry can be traced as far back as the Sangam period, which speaks of a 
Sri Lankan Tamil poet called Eelattu Poothanthevanar. But in the strict sense, modern poetry in Sri Lanka 
begins only in the 1940s with the emergence of marumalarchi (renaissance) writers such as Mahakavi, 
A. Kandasamy and Varadar. The two anthologies published in the 1980s, Pathinoru Eelattu Kavignargal 
(Eleven Sri Lankan Poets) and Maranathul Valvom, clearly show the trends in modern Sri Lankan Tamil 
poetry since the time it sprouted in the 1940s up to the early part of the 1980s. But with the dawn of the 
1990s, Sri Lankan Tamil poetry begins to show some signs of new development. The younger poets who 
have been bathed in the bloodstained waters of Eelam War II and III have given an impetus and new 
dimensions to Tamil poetry. 

In order to have a clear view of these trends in Sri Lankan Tamil poetry, we must see these poets as poets 
belonging to six generations on the basis of the time they started writing. To the fi rst generation belongs 
Mahakavi, who started writing in the 1940s. Murugaiyan and Neelavanan, who began writing in the 
early 1950s, belong to the second generation. Mu. Ponnambalam, M.A. Nuhman, Shanmugam Sivalingam 
and Tha. Ramalingam, who began writing in the 1960s, form the third generation. The Marxist-oriented 
poets such as Sivasegaram, Jesurajah and Pushparajah come to the forefront in the 1970s and form the 
fourth generation. Jeyapalan, Cheran, S. Vilvaratnam, Elaval, Vijayendran and Sabesan belong to the 
fi fth generation. The rest of the younger poets, who form the sixth generation, are Solaikkili, Vasuthevan, 
Jabaar, Nilanthan, Aswagosh, Jeyasankar, Atma, Rashmy, Elaiya Abdulla and Ahilan. While taking into 
account the exile poets such as Natchathiran Sevvinthiyan, K.P. Aravinthan, Balaganesh, S.P. Kaneshan, 
Siththivinayagam, Govarthanan, A. Kandasamy and Chakravarthi, Vanni poets who live outside the army-
controlled areas in Sri Lanka have also to be taken note of. Even though it remains a closed area owing to 
various military operations and bombardment, literary activity is still in progress in the Vanni region. An 
anthology of poems (Kaalam Ezhuthum Varikal - The Lines that Time Writes) which was published in the 
early part of the 1990s speaks of Vanni’s valour; and the poets who contribute to this valour are Kasianandan, 
Puthuvai Rathnathurai, S. Karunakaran, Maithili Arulaiya, Eyalvanan, Major Bharathy, Captain Kasthuri, 
M. Mylan, S. Umajibran, Elanthiraiyan, Chandra Bose, Suthakar, P. Thayalan, Saththurukkan, Thuzhi, 
Akila, Suthamathi and Uthayaledchumy. 

Sri Lankan Tamil poetry proper starts only with Mahakavi. Until then it remained a reproduction of what 
was written in Tamil Nadu. Mahakavi, being a realist of the fi rst order, makes use of the spoken language 
of the Jaffna person and makes the poetry stand fi rm on its own soil, cutting off the unwanted link with 
Tamil Nadu. His great work Oru Satharana Manithan Sarithiram (History of an Ordinary Man) will, no 
doubt, stand the test of time. Although Murugaiyan and the late Sillaiyoor Selvarajan are also considered 
major poets of the 1950s, they are not as prolifi c as Mahakavi. They can be taken as poets who are good 
at employing satire, sarcasm and parody in their work. 

Neelavanan, on the other hand, stands apart from his contemporaries by blending both realism and a 
metaphysical touch in his works. His poems refl ect fl ashes of his spiritual inquiry. 

Ponnambalam, Nuhman, Shanmugam Sivalingam, Jesurajah, Sivasegaram and Pushparajah are the poets 
of the 1960s and 1970s. Except for Ponnambalam, the others are Marxist-oriented. What is fascinating 
is that they give a metaphysical touch to their poems of “socialist realism”, which until then remained 

Sri Lankan Tamil Poets
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simply a barren juxtaposition of empty slogans. Ponnambalam greatly differs from these with his spiritual 
philosophy and the experiments he does in chaining not only the old verse forms but also the modern 
ones. 

While the older poets remain traditionalists as far as form is concerned, the younger poets are bent on 
breaking it to free themselves from the shackles of traditional forms. Although Ponnambalam, Shanmugam 
Sivalingam and Tha. Ramalingam belong to the older group, it is they who take the initiative to break the 
old verse forms. Ramalingam’s two collections of poems (Puthumaikkavithaigal and Kanikkai) can be 
taken as a breakthrough in this direction. 

With the publication of Cheran’s Erandavathu Sooriya Uthayam, Jeyapalan’s Sooriyanodu Pesuthal, 
Vilvaratnam’s Ahankalum Mugangalum and Solaikkili’s Eddavathu Naragam, the traditionalists who had 
been dominating Sri Lankan Tamil poetry with their old verse forms were left far behind and the free verse 
form which had been ridiculed by traditionalists (specially by Murugaiyan) as broken verse has come to 
stay as a new force. 

The poets of the 1990s belong to the sixth and the present generation who are very articulate and dynamic 
in the sense that they speak of the experiences that are thrust on them. While Solaikkili camoufl ages these 
experiences in his poetic allegories, others take these as an inquiry into the self of the Tamil-speaking 
society as a whole. This results in new poems fi lled with new kind of “image philosophy”. 

The philosophy of the late M. Thalayasingham is gaining ground in the Sri Lankan Tamil literary fi eld. 
Thalayasingam speaks about a new literature and art which are going to destroy all the present art and 
literary forms and this destruction would eventually lead to every piece of work being seen as art. 

Published in Frontline Volume 16 - Issue 9, Apr. 24 - May. 07, 1999 
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The New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society congratulates the 
following for their academic achievement:

University Entrance - Undergraduate

Saranya Pushparajah  (Boston University)
Niroshan Srishun  (Boston University)
Sofi a Sugumar  (California State University, Northridge)

Graduation (First Degree)

Narmadan Kumarasamy  (Tufts University) 
Nishan Kugan  (University of Pennsylvania)
Dushyanthi Naveendra  (Rutgers University) 
Mugunthan Naveendra  (New Jersey Institute of Technology)
Nirosha Puvananayagam  (Rutgers University)
Thanusha Puvananayagam  (Rutgers University)
Jegan Rajeswaran  (University of Michigan)
Deepan Sivananthan  (Rutgers University)
Geethan Sivananthan  (Rutgers University)
Gajan Sivananthan  (Boston College)
Mayuran Sivananthan  (Boston College)
Cristin Subramaniam  (Northwestern University)
Reuben Subramaniam  (Northwestern University)

University Entrance - Graduate/Professional

Narmadan Kumarasamy
(Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University) 

Nishan Kugan 
(Dartmouth Medical School, Dartmouth University)

Dushyanthi Naveendra 
(Rutgers Graduate School of Social Work, Rutgers University) 

Thanusha Puvananayagam 
(Public Health, Rutgers University)

Gajan Sivananthan
(Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, University of Medicine and Dentistry
 of New Jersey)

Geethan Sivananthan 
(NJ Medical School, University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey)

Cristin Subramaniam 
(Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern University)
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50 years of Sri Lankan Tamil literature 
KARTHIGESU SIVATHAMBY

BY the close of the 1940s, when Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) became an independent nation (1948), Sri 
Lankan Tamil literature was 600 years old in terms of the fi rst literary work known (Sarasothi Malai, an 
astrological work). However, in terms of the fi rst known Sri Lankan Tamil poet (Eelattu Poothanthevanar) 
this literature is as old as Sangam poetry. Poothanthevanar’s poems are found in the Sangam anthologies 
(100 B.C.- A.D. 250). 

By the time we come to the mid-20th century, Sri Lankan Tamil literature had already experienced the 
kingdom of Jaffna (14th to 16th century), and the Portuguese and the Dutch periods (1520-1796) and 
brought out its own responses to them. The British period saw the literary activities of (a) Arumuga Navalar 
(1822-1879), the Saiva Tamil protagonist who outdid Christians by employing their strategies (tracts, 
prose versions of old texts in verse, school texts) to fi ght back what he called Christian intrusions, and of 
(b) Sidee Lebbe who fi rmly established the Islamic identity of the Sri Lankan Moors in the 1880s. The 
period of joint missionary activities (by the Anglican Mission, the American Mission and the Methodist 
Mission) which saw the spread of education and the extension and expansion of translation activities was 
over by the close of the 19th century; and Sri Lankan Tamil literature, with the addition of Upcountry 
Tamil literature (the literature of the Tamils of the plantations), was now on the road to modernity. 

By the 1940s, daily newspapers had already been started (Eelakesari and Virakesari in 1930 and Thinakaran 
in 1932) and journals committed to the growth of modernistic, socially purposive literature (Bharati and 
Marumalarchi in 1946) had also started coming out. 

At the time of the country’s independence, Sri Lankan Tamil literature was a valued part of the overall 
Tamil literary tradition, enjoying much respect in Tamil Nadu and in the Federated Malay States (which 
had a substantial Tamil population). 

Some of the signifi cant characteristics of Sri Lankan Tamil were by this time easily distinguishable. They 
were: 1. dichotomous development of religio-literary traditions (Saiva-Tamil, Christian-Tamil literature 
and Islamic-Tamil literature) and secular literary developments, each enjoying popularity at its own level; 
2. Muslims enjoying an ethnic identity that was separate from that of Tamils; and 3. a sense of region-
consciousness. Although Sri Lanka is geographically small, one could identify nine Tamil sub-cultural 
regions - Batticaloa, Trincomalee, Vanni, Jaffna, Mannar, the North-West districts, Colombo, the Southern 
districts and Upcountry. Each region has its own specifi city. The infl uence of Jaffna was hegemonic until 
independence. 

By the 1950s, two trends began to surface, one denoting the emergence of a Tamil consciousness all 
over the island in response to the emerging Sinhala nationalism, and the other a Marxist-inspired literary 
movement which was nationalistic and at the same time was opposed to social oppression and deprivation. 
The former expressed itself largely in terms of the Dravidian ideology and of the poetry of Bharathidasan, 
which were then very much in vogue in Tamil Nadu. But it was the latter trend of opposition to social 
oppression and deprivation, led by the Progressive Writers’ Association, that created an unprecedented 
literary impact. 

This movement brought about a certain togetherness among the emerging young writers of the various 
regions, especially the Upcountry region and the Southern districts (Muslim writers), and it was forging 
ahead as a truly Sri Lankan Tamil literary movement with the writers from the North and the East playing 
an important role. Equally important was the writing this movement triggered against social exploitation 
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and the caste system in the North. For the fi rst time in Tamil literature, the victims of social oppression 
wrote about their sufferings, their humiliations and deprivations. Tamil Nadu had to wait till the 1990s 
for Dalits to write about themselves. In fact, K. Daniel, the eminent novelist who wrote Panjamar, is 
considered the forerunner of Dalit writing. 

This movement had the benefi t of the services of literary critics in providing a theoretical orientation and 
literary legitimacy to the content and mode of writing. This new writing of the late 1950s and the early 
1960s was nurtured well by Thinakaran, with K. Kailasapathy as its editor (1958-1962). 

The impact was electrifying. In a culture where literature had been the handmaid of social conservatism, 
it soon led to bitter polemics in defi ning the role of tradition and the social function of literature. A debate 
ensued, and the progressives (this writer was involved in it deeply) and the punditry were locked in a bitter 
controversy. This, of course, was in the arena of polemics. But its social reverberations were far-reaching. 
Almost all, from people in the academia to the average member of the reading public, were involved. But 
in the fi eld of creative writing there was another confrontation. Progressive writing was condemned by 
some persons as too doctrinaire, and by some others as unaesthetic too. The progressives insisted on the 
message. Realism as a literary strategy was very much a debating point. 

Of the counter-positions expounded and argued effectively, the most important was that of M. 
Thalayasingham, a socio-literary activist. He argued that one has to take cognizance of a dimension beyond 
Marxism, and spoke of a sense of spiritualism as essential to literature. He did not deny the validity of 
Marxism but argued for a spiritualism that lies beyond Marxism. Looking back, it was his perception 
about the emerging political trauma that is signifi cant. 

The period from the mid-1950s to the end of the 1960s with its literary debates and creative effl orescence 
marks an important phase in the development of modern Sri Lankan Tamil literature. 

In poetry, the chief fi gures were Murugaiyan, Mahakavi, Neelavanan and Puratchikkamal, with the younger 
poets such as M.A. Nuhman, Shanmugam Sivalingam, Maruthoorkkani and Jeyapalan (coming in slightly 
later) making effective contributions. One could see the efforts of the stalwarts of New Poetry getting 
recognition by the late 1960s. Murugaiyan wrote highly intellectual poems. Mahakavi, on the other hand, 
was emotive using subtle but loaded imagery. Poetry was a very lively art during this period, especially 
because of the kavi arangus in which poets read out their poems. There was Sillaiyoor Selvarajan, a master 
rhetorician whose instant verses were very attractive comments on politics as well. 

In fi ction, this was a period of a good harvest. One could say with confi dence that it was during this period 
that typically Sri Lanka Tamil fi ction, with the smell of the terrain, was being produced and recognised as 
such in Tamil Nadu. Varadar, Daniel, Dominic Jeeva, Raghunathan, Kavalur Rajathurai, Se. Ganesalingan, 
S. Ponnudurai, K.V. Nadarajan, Nanthi, N.S.M. Ramiah, Telliwatte Joseph, Dickwella Kamal, Senkai 
Azhian, Sembian Selvan, Muttulingam and Bhavani Alvapillai are a few of the names that cannot be 
missed in any critical evaluation of that period. Understandably, it was the short fi ction that provided the 
creative matrix for most of these writers. A substantial number of these writers came from the Dalit group. 
But one should not forget the role played by writers such as Ganesalingan, who exposed the social rigours 
of Jaffna feudalism. 

By the early 1970s, some of these writers had graduated to full-fl edged novel-writing, chief among them 
being Ganesalingan, Daniel, Ilankeeran, Nanthi, Senkai Azhian and Se. Yoganathan. Ilankeeran and 
Ganesalingan were the early novelists of the progressive movement. 

By the 1970s, with the ideological controversies yet raging but not with as much sharpness as earlier, there 
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came into the scene a second generation of writers in both the progressive and the non- and anti-progressive 
fronts, who were able to make a rich contribution to the growing corpus of Sri Lankan Tamil poetry. 
Among the poets of the 1970s one could notice Puthuvai Rathnadurai, Sivasegaram, Mu. Ponnambalam 
and Vilvaratnam as highly articulate, and among fi ction writers Santhan, Theniyan and Sattanathan and 
the late Kathirgamanathan emerge as major writers of this phase. Social change, which was the burning 
problem of the day earlier, had now become an accepted social reality, and these writers concentrated 
more on the characters (and the humanity that underlies), while for earlier writers social acts and the 
incidents of oppression were more important. 

Dominic Jeeva’s Mallikai was the chief forum for the publication of progressive writing and the role of 
Jesurajah’s Alai in bringing out other writings was signifi cant. 

In the 1970s, contemporary Sri Lankan Tamil literature was part of the educational curriculum at the 
university entrance level, and this paved the way for the participation of teachers and students in the 
literary debates of the day. Writers became important social fi gures. 

In the mid-1970s, conditions began to change. From about 1974 the political atmosphere became highly 
charged. With extra-parliamentary strategies gaining ground (and with the corresponding decline of 
Parliament as a forum for political debate), politics was becoming increasingly activistic. State intervention 
increased and militancy began to appear among the youth. With these changes, literature ceased to be 
open, and there was more unsaid than said. The regular media - newspapers and the radio - did not function 
in an open manner and thus the range of writing was restrained. 

By the beginning of the 1980s there was a dramatic collapse (the 1983 ethnic riots). From 1984 uncertainty 
and gloom spread to the North and East and the pattern of life changed. In this situation the role of literature 
began to assume importance. It was an important medium of expression but could not be practised as 
openly as needed and desired. 

Poetry, understandably, was the fi rst to record these new changes and experiences. An anthology of poems 
edited by Nuhman, Cheran and Jesurajah was titled Maranathul Valvom (We Live Amidst Death), 1984, 
and it summed up the emotional climate of these areas. Living amidst death had become the order of the 
day. Nuhman’s translation of Palestinian poets opened up a new vista to young Sri Lankan readers. It was 
Cheran, the son of Mahakavi, a new arrival of the 1980s, who recorded with authenticity and sincerity the 
changed feelings and emotions. His anthologies, Erandavathu Sooriya Uthayam (The Second Sunrise) and 
Yaman, though slender in size, left a deep impression. On the burning of the Public Library, he wrote: 

What took place? 
My city was set on fi re 
My people became faceless. 
On my land, my breeze 
on all the estampage of the Alien. 
With your arms inter-locked behind 
your back 
for whom were you waiting? 
Fire has writ large its message 
indelibly on the clouds. 

A new era in Sri Lankan Tamil literary sensitivity and expression had dawned. 

FIFTEEN long years have now passed, and looking at the period, one could see some contours emerging. 
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The period could now be seen in slots - 1984-1988, 1988-1990, 1990-1995 and 1996 onwards. Throughout 
this entire period, poetry has remained the dominant form. Cheran, Puthuvai Rathnadurai, Vijayendran 
and Jeyapalan are important names. Agonies and aspirations, and pathos and anxieties are inscribed with 
great sensitivity. 

Here one should not fail to notice the differences in the experiences and sufferings of the different regions. 
The Batticaloa experience was very different from that of Jaffna and Vanni, and Solaikkili has recorded it 
in his poems in unforgettable terms. His weird language and surrealist images are haunting. 

Another major upheaval in the poetic experience was the Muslim-Tamil clashes in the East and the 
uprooting of Muslims from the North. These experiences have given rise to heart-rending poetry. Muslim 
poets such as Vedanti have written brilliant poems. Today there is a galaxy of young Muslim poets writing 
with conviction. Of the younger poets who were able to register their arrival in the 1990s, Natchathiran 
Sevvinthiyan, N. Atma, Deva Abira and Aswagosh are notable. 

Fiction, being by nature more analytical than poetry, took some time to fi nd its expressiveness. All the 
torment of living in war-torn environs, and the agony that characterises human relations in such uprooted, 
disjointed situations, are brought out well in the short stories of Ranjakumar, Uma Varadarasan and 
Tirukkovilur Kaviyuvan. The intensity and the depth of suffering, its unprecedentedness, must be read 
to be believed. Ranjakumar’s Kosalai (the mother of Rama in Ramayana) is a brilliant portrayal of the 
hapless mothers whose sons run away from home. Kaviyuvan’s stories reveal how social institutions such 
as the family have been ripped apart. S.L.M. Haniffa has written some brilliant short fi ction during this 
period depicting the changes among Muslims. 

Much of these writings are not freely available and even if available, cannot be discussed openly. Even a 
brief perusal will reveal how life has changed and suffering has become all-pervasive. 

The most important outcome of the post-1983 period is the emergence of an expatriate branch of Tamil 
literature. Sri Lankan Tamil refugees now living in France, Germany, Britain, the Scandinavian countries, 
Canada and Australia keep alive their identity and hope for a return through their writings in Tamil 
published in various little journals coming from these countries. Some of these writers have proved their 
worth. One could detect an emerging trend in their current writing. Along with their longing for their 
homes and villages, they are now beginning to speak about the problems they face in integrating with 
the societies they live in. Colour problems loom large. In poetry, we fi nd new symbols and images, new 
to Tamil expression but rooted in the Western tradition. Pine trees and snowfalls are no more alien to the 
Tamil poetic landscape. Jeyapalan, Vijayendran and Aravinthan are important among the expatriate poets. 
Karunakara Moorthy and Partipan are notable fi ction writers. 

Feminist writing has come to stay. There is more of feminist and gyno-criticism than real creative feminist 
writing. Even here poetry has done better than fi ction. There has been some signifi cant feminist writing 
coming from the theatres of war. 

The socio-political experiences Sri Lankan Tamils and Muslims have undergone have no parallel in the 
Tamil experience in other countries; nor were such experiences there in the past. Thus this literary corpus, 
especially since the 1980s, is unparalleled in terms of the experience it has recorded and the genuineness 
and sincerity with which it has been produced. 

The role of Sarinihar, an alternative journal, has been laudable. Besides providing space for much of 
contemporary Sri Lankan Tamil literature, it also serves as a mediating point between the local and the 
expatriate writers. It is also a forum for criticism. 
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In criticism it should be admitted that the literary theories of the post-1960s have had no major impact. The 
lively debates on post-structuralism and post-modernism characteristic of literary criticism in Tamil Nadu 
are absent here. Nonetheless the need for “fresh readings” and reappraisals is being argued with fervour. 

A theatrical upsurge since the late 1970s has brought about a rich theatrical culture, especially in the 
North, and there are now some eminent playwrights. They stand shoulder to shoulder with Professor 
Kanapathipillai of the 1940s and 1950s. Shanmugalingam’s theatrical writings constitute another artistic 
diagnosis of the ethnic war. Children’s theatre and educational theatre too have done well. Murugaiyan 
and Mahakavi had in the 1960s and the early 1970s written commendable verse dramas. 

In fact, theatre was able to do what literature (publications) was unable to do during the last quarter of this 
century. To go into it would be to enter another sphere; and this has to be done separately. 

Published in the magazine Frontline, Volume 16 - Issue 9, Apr. 24 - May. 07, 1999
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fhe;jpj; jhj;jh 

fhe;jpj; jhj;jh ey;y jhj;jh

ey;top fhl;;ba jq;fj; jhj;jh

fhe;jpj; jhj;jh xf;NlhgH khjk; 2Mk; jpfjp 1869Mk; Mz;L ,e;jpahtpy; gpwe;jhH. fhe;jpj; 

jhj;jhtpd; je;ij “fuk;rz;l;” xU Kf;fpa murhq;f mjpfhhpahf gphpj;jhdpaUf;F Ntiy nra;J 

te;jhH. fhe;jpapd; jhahH “Gl;ypgha;” kpfTk; mikjpahdtUk; kpfTk; flTs; gf;jp cilatUk; 

MthH. Gl;ypgha; ,e;J rkaj;ij kpfTk; gf;jpAld; filg;gpbj;J te;jhH;. fhe;jpj;jhj;jh jdJ 

jhaplkpUe;J gz;igAk; ,e;J fyhr;rhuj;ijAk; ed;F gbj;jhH. jdJ je;ijaplk; ,Ue;J 

rl;lj;ijAk; xOf;fg; gz;ghl;ilAk; mwpe;J nfhz;lhH.

fhe;jpj; jhj;jh jdJ 13tJ tajpy; “f];Jhhpgha;” mtHfis jpUkzk; Ghpe;jhH. rpWtaJ Kjy; 

fhe;jpj; jhj;jh jdJ nkhop kPJk; rkaj;jpd; kPJk; kpfTk; Mo;e;j gf;jpAk; gw;Wk; itj;jpUe;jhH. 

,e;j jha;nkhopg;gw;Wk; gf;jpAk; mtH tsu tsu mthpDs; xU Rje;jpu czHit tsHj;J 

tpl;lJ. gphpj;jhdpa ,uhl;rpaj;jpd; fPo; fl;Lg;gl;bUe;j jdJ jha; ehl;il tpLtpf;Fk; MHtk; 

gpwe;jJ.

fhe;jpj; jhj;jh gy ,d;dy;fSf;fpilNa jdJ cwtpdHfspd; mDkjpAld; ,q;fpyhe;jpw;F 

rl;lg;gbg;gpw;fhf nrd;whH. mq;F rl;lj;Jld;> gpud;r;> N[Hkd; ,uz;ilAk; ed;F fw;wwpe;jhH. gbg;G 

Kbe;jJk; fhe;jpj; jhj;jh jha;ehL jpUk;gpdhH. 

fhe;jpj; jhj;jh vy;yh capHfsplKk; rkkhf md;G fhl;bdhH. vy;yh kdpj ,dKk; rkkhf 

elj;jg;gl Ntz;Lk; vd NghuhbdhH. jho;jg;gl;l [hjpahf fUjg;gl;L kw;Nwhh;fs; jPz;lkWj;j 

kf;fSf;F “`hp[d;” vd GJg;ngah; #l;b mtHfis nfsutkhf rKjhaj;jpy; elkhl topfhl;bdhH. 

“`hp[d;” vd;why; “flTspd; Foe;ijfs;” vdg; nghUs;gLk;.

fhe;jpj; jhj;jh ,e;jpahtpd; Rje;jpuj;jpw;Fk; rhpahd nfhs;iffSf;Fkhf gy cz;zhtpuj 

Nghuhl;lq;fis elj;jp rpiwapy; ,Ue;J NghuhbdhH. ,t;tpjkhd gy mfpk;irtopg; Nghuhl;lj;jpdhy; 

gy ntw;wpfis mtH mile;jhH.

fhe;jpj; jhj;jh ths; vLj;J Nghuhltpy;iy; Mdhy;> nksdkhf mikjpahf Nghuhb ,e;jpahtpw;F 

Rje;jpuk; thq;fp nfhLj;jhH. 1948Mk; Mz;L [dthp khjk; 30k; jpfjp xU ,e;Jtpdhy; fhe;jpj; 

jhj;jh Rl;Lf;nfhy;yg;gl;lhH.

fhe;jpj; jhj;jh kiwe;;jhYk; mtH tpl;Lr;nrd;w caHe;j vz;zq;fSk; fUj;Jf;fSk; mwpTiufSk; 

kiwatpy;iy. fhe;jpj; jhj;jhtpd; Gfo; vk;Kld; Kbatpy;iy. mnkhpf;fhtpy; fWg;gpdj;jthpd; 

Rje;jpuj;jpw;fhf Nghuhba “Dr. khh;bd; Yhjh; fpq;”, Jr. ,tHfSk; fhe;jpapd; mfpk;rhtopiaNa 

filg;gpbj;jdH. NkYk; Nehgy; ghpR ngw;w tpQ;Qhdp “my;gw; vd;];bd;” (Albert Einstein) 
fhe;jpj; jhj;jh “tUq;fhyr; re;jjpf;F xU topfhl;b” vd Gfo;e;jpUf;fpwhH.

fhe;jpj; jhj;jhtpw;F vkJ ed;wpfs;.

Iq;fud;> mgpuhkp rpj;jhHj;jd;.
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