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NJTACS

Our Vision ......

A Tamil community established with a unique identity that will inspire every
future generation and flourish enduringly, by promoting the use of Tamil language
and by preserving Tamil arts and culture.

Our Values ......

We remain non-political.
We take pride in our heritage.
We never compromise our integrity.
We prosper with care, compassion and friendship.
We serve irrespective of one’s social economic standing.
We have no bias towards any nationality, race, religion or gender.

We respect volunteerism, dedication and openness without egotism.
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About NJTACS.......

NJTACS seeks to make our vision a reality by many non-profit activities including:

The Tamil Cultural School, USA

Created to operate Tamil cultural schools to promote the use of our language and develop the
Tamil culture among our children. Also, provides a regular meeting place for our children.

American Tamil Center

A stand-alone organization to operate Tamil community centers in the future, bringing young
adults and seniors under one roof in partnership with NJTACS.

NJTACS Youthers

Avyouth organization created to unite and establish contacts among our Tamil high school seniors,
university students and other youngsters representing our next generation.

Community Support Team

A group of volunteers focused on providing support to Tamil and American community. This team
supports orphanages in Sri Lanka. Also, the team participated in supporting tsunami victims in
Sri Lanka and hurricane victims in the Gulf States.

Annual Cultural Show

Provides performing opportunities to our students and also develops interest and awareness
within the community at large.

General Events
Annual picnics, tamil functions, annual dinner, etc. to develop a NJTACS family.

NJTACS classes are
conducted in the Ruth
Adam’s Building in the
Douglass College of the
Rutgers University.
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STATE OF NEw JERSEY
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
P.O. Box 001
TRENTON
osess
(eo®) 202-8000
RiICHARD J. CODEY
ACTING GOVERNOR

October 29, 2005

Dear Friends,
It is my pleasure to extend warm greetings and offer my congratulations to those gathered
for the 5" Anniversary Celebration of the New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society.

New Jersey is unique in its rich ethnic diversity and cultural heritage, having served as the
gateway for many groups of immigrants coming to this country to find freedom and
opportunity. Tamil-Americans are a vital part of the State of New Jersey and continue to
make important contributions to the social, cultural, and economic fabric of our State and
Nation.

Those who dedicate their time, efforts and skills to help others are among the most valued
members of any community. Since its inception, the NJTACS has demonstrated a
consistent commitment to uniting our Tamil-American residents, as well as to preserving
Tamil heritage and tradition. On behalf of the State of New Jersey, I commend the
members of the organization for your hard work and dedication to your community. The
residents of New Jersey are truly fortunate to benefit from the efforts of such individuals.

Congratulations, and best hopes for a most enjoyable and memorable celebration. My

Administration is committed to providing a State government that works for all the people
of New Jersey. With stability and dignity, we have the power to make our lives better.

z'th regards,
ichard J. C¢dgy i ;

Acting Governor
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We wish NJTACS good luck in delivering world class
dedicated services to our community. We salute to those
who devote their precious personal time to unite and
develop our tamil children
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JonN S. CoRrzINE
NeEw JERSEY

Anited States Denate

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
October 29, 2005

New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society
49 Plafsky Drive
Edison, New Jersey 08817

Dear Friends:

Please allow me to join you in celebration of the fifth anniversary of the New
Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society. It is both a pleasure and a privilege to recognize
all of those associated with an organization dedicated to celebrating our differences while
cherishing our shared values.

NIJTACS’ mission — to preserve the culture, language, and traditions of Indian and
Sri Lankan people — is an important one. Indeed, the volunteers of the New Jersey Tamil
Arts and Cultural Society have worked tirelessly to champion social activities that
promote your rich heritage, while also introducing your youngest members to other
cultures and ethnic groups as well. The countless hours your enthusiastic volunteers
devote to the New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society is certainly a testament to the
commitment they feel to the Society and to their roots.

Multi-cultural awareness and appreciation cultivate a respect for ethnic
backgrounds that allow all of us to live together in harmony. The United States is
blessed with the rich histories, customs, and art forms of many diverse groups, reminding
us of the foundation upon which we built this great nation.

While much has changed in our nation in the past five years, one thing has
remained constant — your unwavering dedication to your community. And the New
Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society reminds us that it benefits every member of
society to have programs such as yours available for young people. I would like to
extend my warmest congratulations to you on your fifth anniversary and commend the
members of the New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society for their special and
noteworthy labors. Your loyalty to this invaluable organization is truly a cause for
celebration. May you continue to grow and prosper in the years to come.

With warm regards,

United States
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Congratulations to
New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society
We are proud of your achievement

KDS inc.

Electrical Work by Licensed Contractors
Bonded & Insured

Residential . Commercial . Industrial
Fire Alarms/ Security
Telephone (Voice/Data) Wiring
Computer Network Cabling, Installation & Services

24 HOUR SERVICE

KATHIR Piscataway, New Jersey

Tel/Fax: (732) 752-6335 Email: skathir@worldnet.att.net




FRANK R. LAUTENBERG
NEW JERSEY

COMMEFT;:?;:TS;ICE, AND G]Hnitm %wtm 5mgtt

TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS October 29, 2005

Dr. S. Vijayakumar

General Secretary

New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society
49 Plafsky Drive

Edison, New Jersey 08817

Dear Friends:

I am delighted to congratulate the members and staff of the New Jersey Tamil
Arts and Cultural Society (NJTACS) on your 5™ anniversary. For the past five years,
NIJTACS has provided local Tamil children with a chance to learn about, appreciate, and
experience their rich culture. Although I cannot be with you to commemorate this
occasion, please convey my congratulations to everyone celebrating with you.

I understand the importance of cultural tradition and am aware that in such a fast-
changing world, the customs of our ancestors can easily be forgotten. NJTACS allows
Indian and Sri Lankan immigrants to recapture the rituals and folklore of their native
country. I am pleased that NJTACS provides this resource to the Tamil community and
commend you for your dedication to the values and traditions of your past.

Congratulations again on your 5" anniversary! Keep up the great work!

Sincerely,

oK

FRL:jw
HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, SUITE 324 2 RivensiDe DAIve
One GATEWAY CENTER, 23RD FLOOR Owne Port CENTER, SUITE 505
Newark, NJ 07102 WasHinGTON, DC 20510 Campen, NJ 08101
(973) 639-8700 Fax;: (973) 639-8723 (202) 224-3224 Fax: (202) 228-4054 (856) 338-8922 Fax: (856)

OCTOBER 2005 NJTACS.ORG
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Best Wishes to NJTACS

From

Chithra Balasingham, M.D.
Ravinder Tikoo, M.D.

504 Hamburg Turnpike, Unit B-206
Wayne, NJ 07470

Tel: (646) 349-3883

ety momert @ecion&




NEW JERSEY GENERAL ASSEMBLY

UPENDRA CHIVUKULA COMMITTEES

ASSEMBLYMAN, 17™ DISTRICT VICE CHAIR

888 EASTON AVE. COMMERCE&ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
SOMERSET, NJ 08873

PHONE: 732-247-3999 TELECOMMUNICATIONS & UTILITIES
FAX: 732-247-4383 TRANSPORTATION

September 22, 2005

Dr. S. Vijayakumar

General Secretary

NJ Tamil Arts & Cultural Society
49 Plafsky Dr.

Edison, NJ 08817

Dear Mr. Vijayakumar:

It gives me great pleasure to extend my warmest greetings to the NJ Tamil Arts & Cultural
Society as you celebrate your 5" Anniversary on October 29, 2005.

As your Legislative Representative, | wish to congratulate your membership on its continued
commitment to cultivating the growth of the Tamil language through cultural exchanges and education.
It is imperative to educate our youth on the importance of retaining traditional customs and values
while still embracing others. | applaud your commitment to teaching heritage languages.

Once again, congratulations on this very special occasion. | truly hope that it is a great success.

Sincerely,
Upendra Ghivukulie

Upendra J. Chivukula
NJ Assemblyman, 17" District

OCTOBER 2005 NJTACS.ORG 13
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Congratulations and Best wishes for a successful Fifth Anniversary Celebrations
Of the NJTACS and their Tamil Cultural School

Anusuya Jeyakumar M.D

Internal Medicine and Geriatrics

659 Abbington Drive 1330 Calhoun Street
East Windsor, NJ 08520 Trenton, NJ 08638
(609)448-5222 (609)396-4222




THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY

RUTGERS

Richard L. McCormick, President

October 5, 2005

New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society
49 Plafsky Drive
Edison, New Jersey 08817

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to send warm greetings and congratulations as you mark
the fifth anniversary of the New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society. You
have my admiration for your efforts to teach children the Tamil language and
promote among them a rich understanding of Tamil and other cultures. New
Jersey is made stronger each time we celebrate our remarkable diversity and seek
to leamn from each other.

On behalf of the Rutgers community, I extend my best wishes. Again,
congratulations on your anniversary!

Sincerely yours,

Richard L. McCormick

. N 1-1281 » 732/932-7454 « FAX: 732/93,
Old Queen’s Building * 83 Somerset Street * New Brunswick * New Jersey 0890 329327454 + FAX: 132/ iéOﬁO




CONGRATULATIONS ON THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
NEW JERSEY TAMIL ARTS AND CULTURAL SOCIETY
AND
THEIR TAMIL CULTURAL SCHOOL

SJH ENGINEERING, P.C
CONSULTING ENGINEERS
235 South Congers Avenue
Congers, NY 10920
(914) 268-5971




Secretary’s Message

OUR FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

The Operating Committee is very pleased to report that the New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society
(NJTACS) has completed its fifth year successfully. The NJTACS vision — creating a unique Tamil
identity by promoting the use of Tamil language and preserving Tamil arts and culture -- has been the
driving force of this growth and our progress would have been impossible without the help of the parents
and other members who have been consistently supporting the Operating Committee.

While we are celebrating the 5th Anniversary, the world has been battered by several natural disasters.
Last December, several Southeast Asian countries, including India and Sri Lanka, were severely
impacted by a Tsunami. Recently, our country has been hit by two hurricanes: Katrina and Rita; Pakistan
and India faced destruction in the arms of a major earthquake. As a result of these natural disasters,
several people lost their loved ones and belongings. We keep them in our prayers and help them through
the relentless efforts of our students and parents.

Thus, NJTACS was involved in an unprecedented level of charitable work during the year - raising
funds for the victims of Tsunami. NJTACS participated in the New Jersey state sponsored cultural

show to raise funds for Tsunami victims on January 8, 2005 at West Windsor Plainsboro High School,
to publicize and facilitate NJTACS fund raising efforts, with assistance from New Jersey State
Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula. Currently, NJTACS has completed two of the tsunami relief projects
and is actively involved in two other projects described in detail in this book. In addition, NJTACS
worked with New Jersey Institute of International Studies on the issues faced by Sri Lankan Tamils
living in New Jersey and in Sri Lanka.

NJTACS activities have been on an aggressive schedule during the year. We have had several committee
meetings, parents’ meetings and cultural events besides our Tsunami relief efforts. We are extremely
pleased that several new members are joining NJTACS from the city of Newark. In addition to our usual
annual picnic in central New Jersey, a picnic was held in South Orange Park, especially with the Newark
NJTACS family.

Our primary goal for this year, to support the NJTACS vision, is to make our dream NJTACS Building
Project — constructing the proposed NJTACS building to address our space needs, especially to conduct
Tamil school -- a reality. As a first step, we have been meeting with our political leaders to identify
potential sources of funding. A lot of hard work is necessary make this project a success.

The Operating Committee would like to thank the parents, teachers, children and well wishers who
have been supporting the NJTACS activities and look forward to maintaining this pace of growth in the
upcoming years.

S. Vijayakumar, Ph.D.

General Secretary, Operating Committee
New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society

OCTOBER 2005 NJTACS.ORG 17



Congratulations to the

New Jersey Tamil Arts and
Cultural Society

on your 5th Anniversary

The Nadaraja Center for Performing Arts is

proud of your growth and success over the

past 5 years, and wishes you all the best in
the many more years to come.

Garani Shiranthana & Divani Raveena
Nadaraja

SAN FRANCISCO, CA
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@mluged mHrer  CQUEBHHLWEDL HCmer. BbHd Fnl (hdH GHOHUWUDEUTEL SUIBIGD  LDETBGHI M6,
BI(IPD 6T0FHI GHLHMHHEHLD LV HETDIOHN6T DL HHIGTENTID 6165LIGHI H6eviidn(B. @UILIQUITS
BUIBIGLD QUUTLFTEN60 HVGH MHIHTOUH WML DML HHIGTENmS Hlenadb@&lo GuTgl 1oL 196060T
OHPFF MU DiemL_ T Em60T.

CeueliBT_ B sviTeniled HLODDH GHLOHMSHHEHHE HLOGI CLOTHENUILD LISHILITL ML UJD HBBIH HHEIZHED
BV 6hFELHEIT DUFHBID. DASHSHIL 651 SIeWILTD QomPluins HBmIsH HHASBG HSGHbHSH LUTLSH S L (LD,
SAfNWITHEHD CHemer. @UILguirenr SenLu|BIseT Rmbsd CUTHID, FCHTHT HILTHUI HEILT BT 196D
uwel UBSSUUGBLD UTLSHH L SHHBHMIOW  610HI LITL SHHL L HmFH  AM0SHHI6TCTD. o ffluiraseit
HIFH  THHMBUWT  CoueneudEhb@GID  HHUTL SbH  UTLFrensouilsd OHTEWIL TH6IMTES  LITL LD
SBLIGHMTTH6T. DauiHellen sLenwulemialBE MHT Cabpaiand Revensv. GSLILIQUITET FWIH6VLDBN,
HLMIDU|ETTOIL 6T QUIBIGID FFluirsenens QUBB BID DQITHEHHE B Fnm WGH|D &L Lo
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QUBGBTTHEHID, DAMIBHHATHEHID, LOBMILD HUBHTUTETHEHID B[HBGHWD QIO 610HI LITL FTene0 @Losdt
CGsvid eueMiTHEHI OHBTeTBL CUTEID 6TeLIGH 2 MIF. Bd OHTEWILTHNMTHUI DIENMRUHBGHD 610G
LoETBHA6 FMTLl60 6l6hl OaNI(LPaITTHS Heiienuwld OFHflelsHgisd CaTetadsGner.

Cuoeud, @M@ euTIPD QIBHEIBTEL DHOWfES FHHHBGWD, 610H SHTUI  BILIL eUTIPLD  HLOD
FhHHHGW, RPewLuled e UevwTe  UTVGIOTETMBM  HMIDSEGID CHTHHHHIL 68, R6vmImBUTED
HHCHTMIOEMEVUTEL DIMLOHEHIGTEN DIEMTNSH ER6V6VID @6iIeNMB GLIHD CUTBILICGLIGSHSH! BLTHHINHBE,
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BID  erlLuITeNdl 2 el OFwiw Geuewi(Bd 616iB  SieuTHeMe slamiamHend BbHH GUTH 610G
RQemd  FHeFHulanflenr FCHETHIHHINHMB DB HEH  Weld  OBBDHH  CurBere. Eemd  6T606VMID
urrd@ Curgdl @@m Cum BLLIGMS gBUBIHBH. RHH DQTMSH EREV60HHE0 UTIPLD GHLDHMSHEH6I
SIDMENHHET Dl6L6V. aITHeMe 2 L eipeurd FCHTHIMIB6T OeusMBTL 1960 ITDHBITH6T. SbHF
FBaxrHImIselen 2 Holl G eTmensend@ S (oud HFFLD. ASHBEGE UBEBITHEMTHWI  HTID
610G L16TTen6eN&BEhHBE& QUILIQOWITMH Sienioli] mUiLengd IAIBULNLGSHS NG 2endHEHallghHe0 LlHea]D
SIQNFWID 6T6ImI &I Cmedt.

@uHwurs, Qluguirer @Qembd SO FWPSHTWHDS @aml Sy, SO Gombenul  aleNToHEHeaD
FHIDFH HWMEL HOTFFTT fTeHms OeueiiLbBhHHan Cusid Gwsvid oméb@GHelds GalsmrBoIoaTs
LD Cmedr.  Hedrnd

QgF. uf WHDBTHIHE0
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With Best Compliments From

LEELA EXPORTS & IMPORTS

MANUFACTURES, EXPORTERS & IMPORTERS
(SPECIALIZED IN SPICES & FOOD ITEMS)

42, BANDARANAYAKE MAWATHA, COLOMBO-12,
SRI LANKA.
Telephone: 423399, 440128
Fax: (94)1-423414
E-Mail: leelaexpo@lanka.ccom.lk

“GOLD AWARD WINNER”
NATIONAL CHAMBER OF EXPORTERS AWARD 2000




Tsunami Relief Efforts by NJTACS

In addition to operating the Tamil Cultural School for our younger generation for the last five (5) years,
the New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society (NJTACS) has been involved in various other activities
affecting the well being of Tamil and other communities in the US and overseas. Therefore, at the end
of last year when the massive waves of Tsunami pummeled the coasts of Sri Lanka, India and other
neighboring countries, NJTACS swiftly mobilized its membership to collect funds for the relief efforts.

When the members of NJTACS went around for funds, the support at every level was outpouring.
Through the tireless efforts of the members, friends and especially the children of NJTACS who went
from house to house in their neighborhood to collect funds, we were able to collect a significant amount
of money for the relief of Tsunami victims. Many of the members were able to seek matching funds from
their employers as well. Notably matching funds were received from, among others, AXA Financial and
Prudential Investments.

In addition, NJTACS was the recipient of three fund raisers. One was a cultural program held at the
Plainsboro High School in conjunction with Nirthanjali School of Bharathanatyam. This function was
attended by several members of the New Jersey State Legislature and state congressmen. In the other
event, the Abhinaya School of Bharathanatyam conducted a fund raising program on behalf of NJTACS
for the Tsunami relief efforts. More than $ 11,000 was collected through this program. The third fund
raiser was conducted by the students of Lady of Peace School in Scranton, PA. The students collected a
significant amount of money among themselves.

Out of the pledged amount NJTACS has received $ 72,000 to date. The relief efforts focused on immediate
needs as well as long term improvements. Also the relief was to be channeled through reliable low
overhead organizations and to be spread around to the different geographical regions. NJTACS operating
committee very carefully scrutinized the relief organizations prior to releasing the funds to confirm their
effectiveness in providing the relief efforts. We have already directed our funds through the following
four (4) projects.

Fishing Motors, Nets and Other Accessories for Fishermen in Chettipalayam, Batticaloa through
the Melmaruvathur Organization

NJTACS provided $ 5,000 for the purchase of two 15 Horse Power fishing motors, numerous nylon
fishing nets and other fishing accessories for the fishermen affected by the Tsunami in Chettipalayam, a
fishing village in Batticaloa. This donation was provided through the Melmaruvathur organization, which
was carrying out tsunami relief efforts on the ground soon after the disaster hit the region. Melmaruvathur
organization, being a registered charity in affiliation with the Melmaruvathur temple, was heavily involved
in the relief efforts along with several other Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs).

New Homes and Tube Wells in Batticaloa through the Ramakrishna Mission

The Ramakrishna Mission in Batticaloa was building forty eight (48) houses at a cost of $ 6,000 a building
for those who had lost their homes to Tsunami in the area. The NJTACS sponsored the building of three
(3) of these houses at a cost of $ 18,000. The houses are being constructed now. We are being informed
that due to the shortage of building materials and labor, the progress of construction is slow. The attached
photograph shows one of the houses being built, under the oversight of one of the swamis of Ramakrishna
Mission.

OCTOBER 2005 NJTACS.ORG 21



In addition to the three houses, we also sponsored the installation of thirty (30) tube wells in the area.
These tube wells would provide potable water to an entire village.

A New Orphanage in Trincomalee through the Trincomalee Welfare Association (TWA)

NJTACS sponsored the construction of a completely new home for the housing of twenty (20) to thirty
(30) orphan children left homeless by the Tsunami. This was channeled through the Trincomalee Welfare
Association (TWA), an organization operating from Canada. NJTACS retains the right to appoint a Board
Member and manage the project directly if required. The original building that was housing the orphans
was destroyed by the Tsunami. The cost of new construction was estimated at $ 30,000 and NJTACS
funded this entire project from our collections. Originally the building was designed to be a two storey
structure. Later, in an effort to reduce costs, the plan was changed to be a one level building. In order to
provide a reasonable living space for the children, the home was designed to be a 2,000 SF building. A
picture showing the new building under construction is included.

Upon completion of the building in the near future, the NJTACS through its membership is committed to
sponsoring the operation of the orphanage at a cost of $ 6,000 per annum. Several NJTACS members have
come forward to contribute a nominal amount every month for the support of these children. We hope that
we will be able to support these children for many years.

Fishing Boats for Fishermen in Chundikulum, Northern Province, through the Social Economic
Development Organization for Tamils (SEDOT)

NJTACS has released $ 10,000 for the purchase of five (5) fishing boats to help the Tsunami affected
fishermen in Chundikulum in the northern province of Sri Lanka. This project has been channeled through
the Social and Economic Development Organization for Tamils (SEDOT). SEDOT is a non-profit
organization that works very closely with other NGOs’ in the north and east of Sri Lanka.

NJTACS is currently evaluating many opportunities for an additional $ 10,000 relief payment and ongoing
fund raising efforts for continuous support.

It is the belief of NJTACS that the above projects, although akin to a “drop in the bucket” compared to the
colossal calamity experienced by the Tsunami affected communities, will bring some comfort to at least a
few victims. Hopefully these victims will be able to pick up their lives and move on.

Although a lot of time and effort was spent on the Tsunami Relief Efforts, NJTACS did not loose sight of
their regular activities of running the Tamil School and conducting the various related functions over these
years. The enrolment in the school is steady. The voids created by the older children who have moved on
to High Schools and Colleges, have been filled by younger children.

Building upon these successful years, we would strive to grow further and continue our activities for
several more years to come.

BTHH OB CFuls Heinl Fpflesea gD
©bT6VGHHN60  omemrll QLflgl

A kindness done in the hour of need may itself be small,
But in worth it exceeds the whole world.

- Kural 102
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~ s @ Fishing equipment being
handed over to fishermen in
Chettipalayam, Batticaloa
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Two of the three houses
sponsored by NJTACS
are being built in
Batticaloa

NJTACS sponsored 30
tubewells in Batticaloa
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NJTACS sponsored Children’s home is being built
in Sambaltivu, Trincomalee. NJTACS will provide
funds for long-term maintenane of this home.

Children of Sambaltivu Children’s Home
(currently these children are housed in a temporary place)
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(Contributed by Mrs. Pathma Indradas in support of Abhinaya School of Barathanatyam / NJTACS tsu-
nami relief — Feb 2005)
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Compliments From
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Dr.Shan Sivendra family
West Orange, New Jersey
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ce Jewellery

141-18 Holly Avenue.
Flushing, New York 11355

Tel: (718) 939 3500 Fax: (718) 9393528
(Near to Ganesh Temple)

Fine Quality of

Ruby

Emerald e
Blue Sapphlre 22Kt Jewellery

Exclusive Design of Diamond Jewellery

DepavalilSpecial

250/0 Offer on Precious Stone
Jewellery & Diamond Jewellery

|
Unlimited Collections

Readymade Designs
Wedding Jewelleries
Gift Items

L

Singapore apaiminbalIdiL
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@@y SHOID HeNBLOT6IENE

4 ,I’
£ QJ‘ CREDIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED

GOLD TEAR
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

Varatharajah
Contractor
85 Manor Drive
Newark, NJ 07106
Phone : (973)416-9809
Cell (973)202-2461

For All your Painting, Tiling, Plumbing, Remodeling, Kitchen, Bath &
Basement needs.

NJ License Permit # 01-28227
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- With Best Compliments from -

2

Dr.A.Appulingam
Dr. D.O Brien
Dr.S.Leidecker

TLC PEDIATRICS, PA
20 White Road
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

HpsH Hevall lensy el e eupmIEGD Bluy, Cmird HLOlDoHHm6L
HEVTFFMY 1DOIBH HLOD H6val HemeowHensd ITLPSHHIH GBTLD.

- With Best Compliments from -

[\ .
al
Sterling Legal Services, PLLC
K. Sivakumaran, Ph. D. (Civil Engineering)

Attorney at Law

321 West Main Street
Goff Building, Suite 509
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Tel: (304) 622-5770, Fax : (304) 622-5771
www.sterling-legal.com
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- With Best Compliments from -

M. Sivakumaran, M.D., FA.A.P. (Dr. Mani)

Board Certified Pediatrics & Sub-specialty Board Certified Pediatric Infectious
Diseases

Vaidhyaa Paediatrix PLLc

29 Hospital Plaza 393 Emily Drive

Suite A Clarksburg, WV 26301
Weston, WV 26452 Phone: (634)-624 8090
Phone: (304)269-0865 Fax: (634) 620-8091

Fax: (304)269-0868
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QumAwimd sileniprl Guswilll LITHISTLILITT&HENT
oI} QWILILITG 6TLOSG6T 61(paudHl SHalljdbs
PRUTSHSTES llGSBSI.

Qs Babs CFln B HmevLens-
uleremydh SO Ljevswio QUBF CFuig)
SRITHeNH Qmldemen 2 BIFHIbGHH Geuemrguisi
CQUBECBTHeNHID HODF FAPHHIHMHID FHENELUITUI
HLMOWITHBSI.

Qs 6ILIY 61T CBTEITETeVTID 6T6TMI
umyriGumib.

wmoplibsd  GomflaaiGeo Sl Gomyl Gumed

QN BHTAOHBIGD HTCITID 61681 LT (HHGSHT(H
L6evadsdT DT Hell LmygHlulenmed Lsoll Gumms
SO GomPuier Fmplienu TBHHHIMTHEH HLOLD
Qumfenwits Luilew Ll6TenendEhd@ ol HLILGNIT el

IBUGSHS ColemiBID.

W& (PpHHWITs CUBEBTTHeT Hog
Leitemenas@epL 6l SO GomHluied 2 enguimBelsns
QUPEDIDWITES S  CBTETEUHIL 60T  Di6)T 6T

HIDFH FHTHHEBLT SN0 2 mIULTHoIMS
omb@Haldbs CalemBLD.

SBEISE0 GmPCw @miE SHeval Luilsalem
26M_HIOTH EY(HBHBHGIMB  HNT6ITHDH M0 S HIGHI60
QomPufed Levewo GUBICIHVID LITTHS LOBEHBU
QomPseaied Lsveno GBS ST HYENLOTSH
QMmBGLD sTTUHIL 60T Reumiled Ljeveno GLImIeuS)
Leitemenaelent Hmenod@ @I 61(BHHISHBMLLTGLD
6160 HWTWSHend 2 ewiJbdhl OCeTeni(y CumBBTY
Hlb LlelTenenseil HOD Oomflenw FABLLBES ensk-
wrem 2 _gHeu Geuewi(BLb.

SIOD Fepsld @R6MD  HWev(LeBUTl6I(HHHTH
WHD DATLILETINLL 6 SO OBBID He60
QUG LILSHMENTUD LTS BMEMUID L THE)
QUMHAIG] WEa|D LMyl L L Gelemrigu

il WILDT@HLD.

Cuaud, RaTHEHEEG SO CUTLI9Henen BLTHS
Fpiysd CFuiwd omewieTHemend  OldeyeliLigen
(peVLD SieTHemeN CLogVIlD 261HEHelldE60TLD.

FHMW6ST @JellFHhIbiT

ffHH (LPsLem6D

wrensvll Gurgled Camemevuied LIGHLD
CeaiBmei. @6oMiTbhdh OHEIMWEL AUHHIHI.
albsH OH6IIMeVIEL QUTFLD HLOWDHSHII.

QUTFLD 6UbH UFHHEL HHLDLNGeument.

Camemev HBeNL GFTHGI LFMIFLI

Ul (BevL Lewi(h LLTHEH S h

GVBOHETH FfldHs (LPeLen6D

O6VTHOBMY  HewICL 6T LAPFS Gamment@L Gen!

- UMy & HTeFeon
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MHHTOIH NI Hlenme] el Osmenimhio muy, Gxirdl SHolp
HEN6V HEVTFFM] LDAIBHHMBE 610G H6V UTLDHHIHH6N

Great Food for... 4” Round Sandwich Platter

* Picnics Giant Party Subs

» Family Gatherings Sub Party Platter
* Birthday Parties SUBwH\ﬂ

* Sporting Events Giant Party Subs

» Meetings
* Gifts and
 Office Parties Sub Platters
MANY WAYS TO PARTY AT
8 Princeton Higstown Road 2465 South Broad Street
East Windsor, NJ 08520 Hamilton, NJ 08610
(609)426-1233 (609)888-5757

With Best Compliments from -  MBRISH PARMAR, BS(Civil)

Bombay Bazzar Alpine USA Construction, LLC

Indian groceries, Fresh vegetables, o
DVDs, Videos & NTSC-PAL-NTSC | | All Residential &
Video Conversation, VHS Tape to Commercial Projects

DVD Conversion
1503 Finnegans Lane

1503 Finnegans Lane North Brunswick, NJ 08902
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
Tel: (732)940-9148 Tel: (732) 991-0789

Fax: (732)821-8811 Email: parmar@ausac.net
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umeui eu@ iy - Introductory Class

7oL et - Beginners’ Class 1
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oL eu@ iy - Beginners’ Class 2

@ Bemsv au@liy - Intermediate Class
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L6V 6U@GLIL| LOT6uTeNT &B6IT
(Students with Schedule Conflict on the Photo Day)
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Senior Class

aAfwiiseir - Volunteer Teachers
Not in Picture: Nirupa Akileswaran, Vasuki Siddarthan, Nalini Subramanium and
Rani Sundralingam.
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Bieurss @& - Operating Committee

A

HITeuTid memeuiasit - Newark Students
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NJTACS Students’
Arangetram
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From left to right:

Santhiya Mahilkanthan
Sonia Sugumar (top)
Sophia Sugumar (Middle)
Julia Sugumar (bottom)

Kavitha Krishnamoorthy
Anuja Selvakumar
Tharani Theivakumar

Suren Theivakumar
Rajeevan Sivasubramaniam




Is Tamil a Classical Language?
Tamil is one of the great classical literatures and traditions of the world. The reasons for this are many.

First, Tamil is of considerable antiquity. It predates the literatures of other modern Indian languages by
more than a thousand years. Its oldest work, the Tolkappiyam,, contains parts that, judging from the
earliest Tamil inscriptions, date back to about 200 BCE. The greatest works of ancient Tamil, the Sangam
anthologies and the Pattuppattu, date to the first two centuries of the current era. They are the first great
secular body of poetry written in India, predating Kalidasa’s works by two hundred years.

Second, Tamil constitutes the only literary tradition indigenous to India that is not derived from Sanskrit.
Indeed, its literature arose before the influence of Sanskrit in the South became strong and so is qualitatively
different from anything we have in Sanskrit or other Indian languages. It has its own poetic theory, its own
grammatical tradition, its own esthetics, and, above all, a large body of literature that is quite unique. It
shows a sort of Indian sensibility that is quite different from anything in Sanskrit or other Indian languages,
and it contains its own extremely rich and vast intellectual tradition.

Third, the quality of classical Tamil literature is such that it is fit to stand beside the great literatures
of Sanskrit, Greek, Latin, Chinese, Persian and Arabic. The subtlety and profundity of its works, their
varied scope (Tamil is the only premodern Indian literature to treat the subaltern extensively), and their
universality qualify Tamil to stand as one of the great classical traditions and literatures of the world.
Everyone knows the Tirukkural, one of the world’s greatest works on ethics; but this is merely one of a
myriad of major and extremely varied works that comprise the Tamil classical tradition. There is not a
facet of human existence that is not explored and illuminated by this great literature.

Finally, Tamil is one of the primary independent sources of modern Indian culture and tradition. | have
written extensively on the influence of a Southern tradition on the Sanskrit poetic tradition. But equally
important, the great sacred works of Tamil Hinduism, beginning with the Sangam Anthologies, have
undergirded the development of modern Hinduism. Their ideas were taken into the Bhagavata Purana and
other texts (in Telugu and Kannada as well as Sanskrit), whence they spread all over India. Tamil has its
own works that are considered to be as sacred as the Vedas and that are recited alongside Vedic mantras
in the great Vaisnava temples of South India (such as Tirupati). And just as Sanskrit is the source of the
modern Indo-Aryan languages, classical Tamil is the source language of modern Tamil and Malayalam.
As Sanskrit is the most conservative and least changed of the Indo-Aryan languages, Tamil is the most
conservative of the Dravidian languages, the touchstone that linguists must consult to understand the
nature and development of Dravidian.

To qualify as a classical tradition, a language must fit several criteria: it should be ancient, it should be an
independent tradition that arose mostly on its own not as an offshoot of another tradition, and it must have
a large and extremely rich body of ancient literature. Unlike the other modern languages of India, Tamil
meets each of these requirements. It is extremely old (as old as Latin and older than Arabic); it arose as an
entirely independent tradition, with almost no influence from Sanskrit or other languages; and its ancient
literature is indescribably vast and rich.

Condensed from the article written by Prof. George Hart, Professor of Tamil,University of California,
Berkeley, CA
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Keep up the outstanding services

With Best Compliments to NJTACS from

High Risk Pregnancy Center
of New Jersey

A. Krishnamoorthy
M.D., FA.C.0.G., FR.C.0.G.
Board Certified in Maternal Fetal Medicine

S. Sengupta
M.D., FA.C.0.G.
Board Certified in Maternal Fetal Medicine

Doctors for Women Health

Williamsburg Commons Oak Tree Business Center

1 Auer Court, Suite A& B 908 Oak Tree Road, Suite M & N

East Brunswick, NJ 08816 South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Phone: (732) 390-1020 Phone: (908) 753-5771

QUTLPH HLOILD




Our Culture in the world and Our Organization

Thurai Kugan, Ph.D.
Member of the operating committee, and editor of ““Sudar™

A culture is the distilled essence of the way of life of a group of people. In the case of the Tamil people,
the distillation process has covered a time span of more than two thousand years. Tamil is the oldest living
language in India, and it is one of the two classical traditions of India, the other being Sanskrit. Many
Tamils trace their origins to the people of Mohenjodaro in the Indus Valley around 6000 years before the
birth of Christ. There is a phrase describing how ancient the Tamil culture is:

“®s60 Capmens oewr CHmeniBIed HTELHBH UT@eT(H (LPTCHTHBIW pHH &Hlg”
“Before the birth of stones and sand, Brave Tamil man was born”

Tamil language and culture is full of richness. Tamil literature is full of codes of ethics and conducts laid
out in a way that diligently persuade all readers to adopt them in their lives. Tamil culture is a treasure in
the world’s civilization, but barely recognized outside its sphere of usage. To get a glimpse of a few of
the jewels of Tamil, Sangam Literature is a rich compilation of poems from multitude of poets, giving us
a glimpse of daily life and thoughts, as it was about 2000 years ago. The crown jewel of Tamil literature,
“Thirukural’, placed anywhere from 1st to 5th century, authored by the saintly Thiruvalluvar, is a collection
of 1330 couplets, that can be viewed as a code of ethics for all human beings. Kural is an eternal gem with
a universal message. Tamil has five great epics, the most famous and the first being Silapadikaaram, which
is placed around 1st to 6th century. Tamils have their own rendering of Ramaayanam by Kampan of 12th
century, and of Mahaabhaaratham, stories full of lessons on ethics for all humans. Tamil Ramaayanam
is also a sheer poetic beauty. Finally the pre-modern era has given us saint Ramalingar’s Thiruarutpaa,
Bharathiyars nationalistic poems and Bharathidasans song with a social conscience.

Today, we, the Tamil people living in lands away from Tamil lands acquire strength from the richness of
our own cultural heritage - not only because this culture has something to do with our own roots and our
way of life but also because we believe that this culture has a significant contribution to the enjoyment of
life. With our rich heritage, we have a solemn responsibility to share it all with the world community. At
the least, with our own children and grand children. There is a clear call for efforts from the Tamil adults to
keep our children aware of our heritage and culture. We cannot afford to have our future generations live
their lives unaware of the richness and values of our cultural heritage and miss out on all the excitements
and enjoyments we had. New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society was founded in the year 2000 with
this sole task in mind. It is the only organization in New Jersey seeking exclusively to foster Tamil arts and
culture, particularly among our future generations, with no financial gains in the agenda. We are open to
all interested in learning Tamil language, arts, and culture. It gives us great pleasure to know that we have
served for five years and still serving the New Jersey community.

“oO0ler GosiiemD DiHeT OFHTeieniouied Esvemsv - QHTLTFFulev

o _6iTengl
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR FIFTH ANNIVERSARY AND
OUR BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE

-WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM -

N. Jeganathan, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Nihir B. Shah, M.D., F.A.C.C.

Brunswick Cardiology Associates, PA
1140 Somerset Street (Rt. 27)
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Tel.: (732) 246-4699
Fax.: (732) 246-4889
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SO  LIPGILDTIHEH6IT

DBHHO PG (PHHFH6L GFHfuib.
s sFmbHmgemevld Srfluighaled semresrmull (.
Qs Gumemeid Fmdbalt Gur.
o2 me| Gursmnsd Q&L L&, HL6i BBl HMosd Gal Ll
a1 @Fewi(h LILLT6D FnbHHTgdhcHd OEHTemr T L ID.
enPlwimeny euedlwimi Gsl &, auedwimeny Geuiald sl L.
6160 QUEMETUITEITEVID Hevll elemeT  BaleuI(BLD.
eIISHeUe B HbH SibenLl GpTeuTCenei.
aIBlILG LIFnF, eJmieldHl LIs060HE.
BBMBUTD Hevall HFLIL, HBBLIET BB 6oL
SHMMEHI MBLOGTIENI6NS)], H6VVTHH! 2 _60H61T6).
HOBL L LIBaT @il euenrdsd?
&ML SLCLTG @mbHTev 6|l HTCT eIHLD.
SEOTLILTT HDJHBHTEL HEVAID FHENJUJLD.
&M6vlD BUITGID, QIMTTHemSD HIBELD.
HTMEVF FHBNSI6N LITIDL| SHIQUITLDED oL Tl
srmmieTen CUTCsH HITBSHGHTEIT.
GLenLuled GuUITL LTeID, @&6wI(BLo6mT LORIBTSHI.
OsGHeurst GHB  Hem6rLILITET.
Gl Lema 6l6v6vMD HIDLITESH, BIDLIUWIGGHs060TD CFTeL60TES.
MBI SHenTennTy  Galewr(BLom?
gl puiled QmbHTe0HTC DiBlIenLuisd IHLD.
Fpl HIGOLD U GHH 2 He)b.
fmisd S 19l GLHS eImLp.
FOUMT MAUHHIB CBTEHIL606vIT FHHTD elenyul GalsuwrBLD.
Heviell_ (B allendbsaim (WHaHLOL 60mom?
HmBOUI Heb@ 2 Hel.
H6i elenel HeTeneF  Fi(BLD.
Ser Leold Glameni(® ibLIevld 6JBGeuemI(HLD.
H1Ce HMWITH LIDHMB Hlg OBTeIH DHQLILISHT?
FHemenr elenBHHHaIGH Henedl  DIMILILIT6I,

allenen allenHHHal6H alenel  DIMILILIT6.
Blpelleir Simsw Geuuiuiedlsd Ggflujin.
BH6ITem 1oL (BID 1563 HIGTGBLD.
usiimisT B Bl FeoFeolllbE DehFTHI.
UTTHSHTe0 Ld UTUIHHTeL Lied.
QU1 GFTevedd GBHL LD E606m6v,

QuTUl QFTeLES AITPHHAIMILD EELEN6V.
RUELELAIEIGE HIGVEVAIGT MAIULIBHIHD 2 6uT(H.
alenenud LUleny (ewenuisd OHiflujb.

Olsu6iTeND GUHLPET DIenewiGaTev Couewi(BLD.
BGauedBuwi Lufemy GouibsTsew, elensralgl 6Tl ?

OHT@EIIL:  QF6va] en6)EHHei
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THE HEART CENTER OF THE ORANGES
Eﬂrj?
CARDIOLOGY
NON- INVASIVE & INVASIVE

GITENDRA RAJIYAH, MD, FACC
(Board Certified)

« COMPREHENSIVE CARDIAC CONSULTATIONS
e NUCLEAR STRESS TESTS

« ULTRASOUND ECHOCARDIOGRAMS

e HOLTER MONITORING

« PACEMAKER EVALUATIONS

INTERNAL MEDICINE, PRIMARY CARE

& GERIATRICS
(Board Certified)

WILLIAM H. TAYLOR, M.D.
KUMAR M. RAMDAS, M.D.

60 VVose Avenue 310 Central Avenue, Suite 102 77 Main Street
South Orange, NJ 07079 East orange, NJ 07019 West orange, NJ 07052
Tel: (973) 763 — 5200 Tel: (973) 395-1550 Tel: (973) 324 - 2090




Fmleut weoir 2004

NJTACS celebrated its Fourth Anniversary in October 2004.

LITeOT  6u@LIL|
1 LITL_&bIT&61T

o Wi eIGLIL
Lo 6voT 6| & 61T 60T

GasmeumL_L LD
—
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Tamil contributions to the English language

Tamil is, according to some, the oldest continuous living language in the world. Here are several words that the
ancient and noble Tamil language has given to English:

catamaran — the Tight watercraft that is nowadays so popular wherever water sports abound
.ﬁ{_‘ (b mmg is named from the Tamil words kaTTu ‘tie” and maram ‘wood, tree’: simply two trees tied
together.

. cheroot — this variety of cigar Is called by the Tamil word curuT Tu meaning ‘rolled up’,
F(MHBL(H  from the word curuL ‘roll, scroll, curled leaf’.

coolie — menial laborers are called coolies after the Tamil word for “wage, hire’: Kull.

&5 601

curry — Tamil Nadu 1s a land where vegetarian food prevalls; the Tamil word for
Eﬂﬂ ‘vegetables’, hence dish made of vegetables, is kari, and the delectable dishes of Tamil
Nadu are so flavorful they have given their name to Indian food in general.

mango — this sweetly fragrant, succulent tropical fruit (Mangifera indica) is called man
omEI& .,  in Tamil; the Tamil word for ‘unripe fruit” is kdy, so man-kay became mangga in Malay and
then mango in English via Portuguese. Why do we call the mango after its unripe version?
Maybe because of commerce: fruit merchants shipped green mangoes because of their
longer shelf life, to ripen later, and the non-Tamil merchants were used to hearing “mén-kay”, so that became
the basis of their

] _ mulligatawny — the Tamil name for this spicy soup simply means “pepper water’,
lﬂ?ﬁ??'@ gﬁﬁﬁfﬁlfﬁbﬂ which says it all: miLaku means ‘pepper’ and taNNir means ‘water’.

_ . corundum — the hardest mineral next to diamond, corundum (aluminum oxide) forms
@@ggﬂa rubies, sapphires, and topaz; its name comes from a Tamil word for ‘ruby’, kuruntam,
which may have come from Sanskrit kuruvinda.

@@ﬁ G’ﬁuj ginger - Traced back through Greek zingiber to Sanskrit srngavera, the name of ginger
(Zingiber officinale) is really of Dravidian origin. The Tamil name for ginger is ifici, and
vér means ‘root’. The word ifici was probably cifici in early Proto-Dravidian, which could
explain the Sanskrit form. While srngavera became associated with srnga, ‘horn’, nevetheless clearly the
word is not Sanskritic in form, but Dravidian, and the Sanskrit etymology was invented later. Ginger is native
to South India.

vetiver — the Tamil name of this aromatic herb (Vetiveria zizanioides), ve T Tiver, Is
5}51,-‘;_'& {:,Dﬁy,j derived from the phrase meaning ‘root that is dug up’ (because of its usefulness): veTTi-
means ‘cut, engrave, dig’ and vér means ‘root’.
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Congratulations and Best Wishes to

New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society

on Your 5th Anniversary Celebrations Day and for Your Dedicated Service
during the Past Five Years

- With Best Compliments from -

Dr. and Mrs. (Dr.) S. Nagendra
Bayonne, New Jersey
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[HEVTEU6TIIN  H6)60)FH61T

Hallend

FHHI6N, D60

G6VHHIGN FemIohFH GLTHITH &H
HellbHIl Lailulsd

PeevbEHH HGHbhH GUTIHETTS
LD HFHIT  DIH6TITL

RUMELEHGEH6IT LGbhH Fenmulm@Ld
BeneIled @&HAhS

Osr@er allenedsd HelLTELD.
HMBHD SN HD

B HFH60 B6vHBID LN1FHMID6L
QenrdbHL  L[BHHH6V.

SIMBHLIGLITeL QenFHHIH OHelleurs
Wenidbd  0anldd)

lgTdsl 0HTHS PBHTH

o el QUHEHSe0
BwenHSHI LNPbeH SellLm@LD.

LIsHLPMID HL_[hdH

englem ell(pbd Lulgm)

CF e Blemmpbal

LGHIMID GHMIPHHI eNenerTelra
PG QuTelbE

SDIBAPLD LS HFH! HENEOUITE
Reemind  suUlBnslen

HAMAGH CHTHHHL HNULITELD.

6] 5B LD

cTeiemadl  Hlemev BTl (BHBEH erdbaminlg G eiluisv,
HIDMID Hlemev BT 9aIl L HoHHalTHen Hbidlent Gul

sTelTemebleney BT (HHBEH 6HHI0Q GILIGLITIHSHILD!

Quruiwmeuld QFWIGSHBHHIT Cumelstanid GLITETHL 6l
mEB  (PHemeoll CUTL (B, UsD STemrelenp eumengeil (B
MULBHHH 6 PELOLIBIGID Geuuluwiaiener GLiTsLalsImhIg
Quuiwrg BensusHaiaill L Gengdamemen 10&HaulGsv

Telremebleney BT (HHBEH 6HHI0Q GILIGLITIHSHILD!
HBIHSBHB GHL6O QUTHBHIH HHBWL[HEHI, HMEVHIOTHSDI
Beahb@GID BHUHB6T BHemsvenioulGev - Gufluisuiasei
GeoTmeneduIniT!  sTeflenioeui  @6dlosmids GabmL_emL_u|@rpLD
sTIBemnenGUIMT  DiBEevaleNHHTUI giplenaldhail CummmIeIsmnD

sTaemeNbHleney BT (HHBEH 6dHI0g EILGLITISHID!

HOVBHHHN FHBHIQUITED HTEVHMSH Ceusiml el
“LVEBBEMTLD”  TI(LPLOMIGID LIemBEWITEINHET DisIdhSHLNedeuT
2 HHFH! LO6VTHB @UUBM  Lo6VTH6i Glsvest

L(DSHBB OTSHHPeNSBL LIMTHSHIHEBIL  LIT(H6Y600T6001LD

sTelTemeblensy BT (HHBEH 6HHI0g EILIGLITIHSHILD!

2 auTenDEUIDID 6T6TeuT S, 2 6iIBTHM & 6ireon g uiler

CoueiisTBBE LB aiBBinhal... CHIBBIGHa.
6TE0TEMEN  [Hl6meY HTL L GlveL6VMD - 2_ailenadl Hlewsv BT BHHBCH
2 _aTenedl HeweL BT LT6D - 2 60bHHer 2 FAleng...

TEITEMAIMHIEN60  BTL_IQL_6VMID  6T6TEBTHELIT 6J&HI0Ig !

DI Hevmeuewredsr 1931-1975
QuiBGLwr: Gsm. FeiendgHlen]y
LOL_L_&b&6TTLIL|

Visit www.neelaavanan.com to see his
complete work
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Lkorems @ medeomienT sl misat
FSOLPENOTHIO LT Sged Eeuswn (Fibi
E0eUms LS{pemL L LS5 HITensat
SHOPEIomEIaer Suhmes G eusmrEid;
IDEEUTSS MBIOSEHATEaT LIRSS SEaT
ClFmetelsi BeomT oshkmo  Slebeman
Slnwmer  Ljeosmotlwst ke CleuatsmlGLmT
S| FeUemTEEEE Gl FIIGe e,

We are very pleased to see your
progress, NJTACS

- With best compliments from -

One of the rare Catholic churches in Kerala with a
basement church. Christianity in Kerala is as old as
the faith itself, for St. Thomas, the Apostle landed in
Kodungallur (then known to the world as Musiris near
present day Cochin) in 52 A.D.

JEBAMONI AMBROSE, M.D., P.A.

General Practice

245 Route 206 Tel.: (908) 874-4422
Hillsborough, NJ 08844 Fax.: (908) 874-8077




An Introduction to the Tamil Literature

By: Shanmugam Kugathasan
President — Trincomalee Welfare Association

Tamil language possesses an unbroken literary history for the past twenty-five centuries. Tholkaappiyam,
a treatise on grammar written more than two thousand five hundred years ago, is the oldest book extant
today. The author backs his grammatical rules by citing precedents of grammarians who lived before
him.

Sangam Literature

As a result of political and cultural invasion by foreigners and coupled with ignorance and lack of vision
on the part of Tamils many works on Tamil literature got lost to elements. A collection of poems called
Pattuppaaddu (Ten Idylls) and the Ettuttokai (Eight Anthologies) composed after Tholkaappiyam till
A.D. 100 by various poets survived. They are called Sangam literature or Tamil classical works.

Sangam literature dwells on love, valor, philanthropy etc. They describe the life style of people based on
the fauna and flora of geographic regions and also, their vocations, beliefs and values.

Sangam literature was composed in Ahaval metre. Ettuthuthokai includes works called Nattrinai,
Kurunthokai, Ankurunooru, Pathitrupaththu, Paripaadal, Kalithokai, Ahananooru and Purananooru.
Paththuppaaddu includes the books Thirumurukatupadai, Porunaratupadai, Sirupanaratupadai,
Perumpanaratupadai, Mullaipattu, Mathuraikanchi, Nedunelwadai, Kurunchipattu, Paddinappalai and
Malaipadukadaam.

Ethical literature

Works produced between AD 200 and AD 600 is mostly on ethics and morals. The spread of Buddhism
and Jainism influenced the writing of such ethical works. These works explain what is morally right for
individuals and the necessity to uphold ethical values at all times. Ethical literature was composed in
Venpaa metre.

Ethical literature also came to be referred as Pathinen keelkanakku noolkal and included Thirukkural,
Naanmanikkatikai, Thirikatukam, Chirupanjamoolam, Alathi, Inna narpatu, Iniyavai narpathu,
Nalatiyar, Palamoli, Muthumolikkanchi, Asarak Kovai, Ainthinai aimpathu, Aintinai elupathu, Tinaimoli
aimpathu, Tinaimalai nurraimapthu, Kainnilai, Kar narpathu and Kalavali narpathu.

Devotional Literature

Hymns composed by Saiva and Vaishnava saints are termed devotional literature. These were mostly
written between AD 600 and AD 1000. Buddhism, Jainism lost their influence in Tamil Nadu resulting
in the resurgence of Saivaism and Vaishnavaism. As a result the Tamil language regained its past glory.
We can divide devotional literature as Thirumurai and Thivyaprapantham. Thevaram, Thiruvasakam,
Thiruvisaippa, Thiruppalanddu, Thirumanthiram etc. are included in Thirumurai. Today we have 18,346
Thirumurai hymns sung mostly by Nayanmars (Saiva Saints) and 4 000 Thivyaprapantham hymns sung
by 12 Aalvars (Vaishnava Saints). They are composed in Thalisai, Thurai and Virrutham metre as well
as 108 melodies.
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Epic Literature

This category of literature dwells on Virtue, Wealth, Love, and Salvation are called epic literature or
Perumkathai. If any one of these topics is absent it is considered as Sirukaapiam (minor epic). Today
we have five major epics called Cilapathikaram, Manimekalai, Seevaga Sinthamani, Kuntalakesi and
Valayapathi. Out of these Cilapathikaaram and Manimekalai were written in A.D. 300. The other three
were written around A.D. 1000. Soodamani, Neelakesi, Uthayanakumarakaviam, Nagakumarakaviam,
Jesotharakaviam are called Sirukapiam and written around A.D. 1000. Thiruththondar puranam or
Pariya puranam is another epic written around A.D. 1200.

Minor Literature (Sitrilakiyam):

There are 96 different types of minor works called sitrilakiyam in Tamil language. The most important
ones are Pirapantham, Parani, Ula, Kalampakam, Pallu, Kuravanchi, Pillai Tamil, Nanmanimalai,
Moomanikovai and Thoothu. The minor works uses a narrative style to make one particular thing feel
special. For example, minor work called Parani describes the valor of a soldier who is credited with
slaying 1000 elephants in the battlefield. The Kalingkathuparani which was composed by Seyankondar
is one of the best Parani work found in Tamil language. Thoothu works uses swans, parrots and beetles
as messengers between hero and heroine. Nenchuviduthoothu is the best Thoothu literature found in the
Tamil language. Most of the minor works were composed between A.D. 1200 and A.D. 1600.

Religious Literature:

We can find many religious works written on Saivaism, Vaishnavaism, Jainism, Buddhism, Islam and
Christianity in Tamil language. These works describe various religious philosophies. Thiruvunthiyar,
Thirukalitrupadiyar, Sivangnanapotham, Sivangnanasithyar, Irupaaerupathu, Unmaivilakam,
Sivapiragasam, Thiruvarulpayan, Vinaavenpa, Potripowrodai, Kodikavi, Nenchuviduthoothu, and
Sankarpaniraganam make up the Saiva Siddhantha philosophy which was composed between

A.D. 1200 and A.D. 1400. Ettuprapantham is a Vaishanavaite literature, Sripuranam is a Jainist
literature, Seerapuranam is an Islamic literature and Thevampavani belongs to Christianity. Beside the
above there are several religious literatures in Tamil language.

Folk Literature:

The Tamil folk literature consists of songs, koothu, villup paattu, kolaattam, karakaattam, kummi etc. The
people in rural areas use folk literature during activities such as when ploughing, planting, harvesting and
thrashing to evade fatigue and exhaustion. They also use this literature to show their inner feelings. No
one knows exactly who created the folk literature; farmers and fishermen are thought to be the creators of
such folk literature. These literatures passed down from generation to generation orally are now available
in print.

Translation Literature:

Works in foreign languages came to be translated into Tamil after 1000 A.D. Most of the translation
came from Sanskrit like Kamaparaamayanm, Kanthapuranam, Maha Bharatham, Nalavenpaa,
Arichandrapuranam, Rakuvamsam, Pahavatham, Sri Puranam etc. The bulk of the translation from
Sanskrit to Tamil was between 1200 A.D. and 1500 A.D. lrachsaniya-yaathirigam was translated from
English to Tamil around 1850 A.D.

OCTOBER 2005 NJTACS.ORG D9



WE ARE VERY PLEASED TO SEE THE DEDICATION OF
NJTACS TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY AND PROVIDE
A GREAT FUTURE TO OUR CHILDREN

With Best Compliments from.....

T.K.Cumarasamy, M.D
Board Certified Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

1816 Route 541
Suite 102
Burlington, NJ 08016
Tel: (609)747-0870




Modern Literature:

The works produced during the period from 20" — 21 century is termed modern Tamil literature. As a result
of English education, scientific and technological advancement like invention of printing press, political
awareness and freedom struggle the core of Tamil literature under went change. This helped to grow
new literary forms and diverse styles like journalism, novel, short story, drama and cinema. This phase
grew rapidly and in a short a period of time. The topics covered Tamil patriotism, social empowerment,
political freedom, scientific knowledge and entertainment. The pre modern poems consisted of academic
metre style, where as poems called Puthukkavithai broke with orthodoxy and was couched in simplified
language understandable by everyone. The well known poets of this era are Bharathiyar, Bharathithasan,
Puthumai piththan, Thesiyavinayakam pillai, Naamakkal Raamalingampillai, Somasundara pulavar, Kaasi
Aananthan, Pattukkouddai Kalyaana Sundaram, Kannathasan and many others.

Tamil Diasprotic Literature:

Significant movement of Tamil population took place as a result of economic deprivations
and political upheavals in their land of birth. Those who migrated from their homeland and
settled down in foreign climes wrote songs, short stories, novels and drama in praise of their
motherland. Such works are called Tamil Diasporatic Literature. The main theme of such works
is the struggles for survival in the new country and the memories of their homeland. For example:

‘Alagana anthap panai maram adikkadi ninaivil varum...’
‘Maangilium marangkothium koodu thirumpath thadai illai...
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Sri Lankan Tamil Poets

New trends in poetry
M. PONNAMBALAM

THE origins of Sri Lankan Tamil poetry can be traced as far back as the Sangam period, which speaks of a
Sri Lankan Tamil poet called Eelattu Poothanthevanar. But in the strict sense, modern poetry in Sri Lanka
begins only in the 1940s with the emergence of marumalarchi (renaissance) writers such as Mahakavi,
A. Kandasamy and Varadar. The two anthologies published in the 1980s, Pathinoru Eelattu Kavignargal
(Eleven Sri Lankan Poets) and Maranathul Valvom, clearly show the trends in modern Sri Lankan Tamil
poetry since the time it sprouted in the 1940s up to the early part of the 1980s. But with the dawn of the
1990s, Sri Lankan Tamil poetry begins to show some signs of new development. The younger poets who
have been bathed in the bloodstained waters of Eelam War Il and 11l have given an impetus and new
dimensions to Tamil poetry.

In order to have a clear view of these trends in Sri Lankan Tamil poetry, we must see these poets as poets
belonging to six generations on the basis of the time they started writing. To the first generation belongs
Mahakavi, who started writing in the 1940s. Murugaiyan and Neelavanan, who began writing in the
early 1950s, belong to the second generation. Mu. Ponnambalam, M.A. Nuhman, Shanmugam Sivalingam
and Tha. Ramalingam, who began writing in the 1960s, form the third generation. The Marxist-oriented
poets such as Sivasegaram, Jesurajah and Pushparajah come to the forefront in the 1970s and form the
fourth generation. Jeyapalan, Cheran, S. Vilvaratnam, Elaval, Vijayendran and Sabesan belong to the
fifth generation. The rest of the younger poets, who form the sixth generation, are Solaikkili, Vasuthevan,
Jabaar, Nilanthan, Aswagosh, Jeyasankar, Atma, Rashmy, Elaiya Abdulla and Ahilan. While taking into
account the exile poets such as Natchathiran Sevvinthiyan, K.P. Aravinthan, Balaganesh, S.P. Kaneshan,
Siththivinayagam, Govarthanan, A. Kandasamy and Chakravarthi, Vanni poets who live outside the army-
controlled areas in Sri Lanka have also to be taken note of. Even though it remains a closed area owing to
various military operations and bombardment, literary activity is still in progress in the Vanni region. An
anthology of poems (Kaalam Ezhuthum Varikal - The Lines that Time Writes) which was published in the
early part of the 1990s speaks of Vanni’s valour; and the poets who contribute to this valour are Kasianandan,
Puthuvai Rathnathurai, S. Karunakaran, Maithili Arulaiya, Eyalvanan, Major Bharathy, Captain Kasthuri,
M. Mylan, S. Umajibran, Elanthiraiyan, Chandra Bose, Suthakar, P. Thayalan, Saththurukkan, Thuzhi,
Akila, Suthamathi and Uthayaledchumy.

Sri Lankan Tamil poetry proper starts only with Mahakavi. Until then it remained a reproduction of what
was written in Tamil Nadu. Mahakavi, being a realist of the first order, makes use of the spoken language
of the Jaffna person and makes the poetry stand firm on its own soil, cutting off the unwanted link with
Tamil Nadu. His great work Oru Satharana Manithan Sarithiram (History of an Ordinary Man) will, no
doubt, stand the test of time. Although Murugaiyan and the late Sillaiyoor Selvarajan are also considered
major poets of the 1950s, they are not as prolific as Mahakavi. They can be taken as poets who are good
at employing satire, sarcasm and parody in their work.

Neelavanan, on the other hand, stands apart from his contemporaries by blending both realism and a
metaphysical touch in his works. His poems reflect flashes of his spiritual inquiry.

Ponnambalam, Nuhman, Shanmugam Sivalingam, Jesurajah, Sivasegaram and Pushparajah are the poets
of the 1960s and 1970s. Except for Ponnambalam, the others are Marxist-oriented. What is fascinating
is that they give a metaphysical touch to their poems of “socialist realism”, which until then remained
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simply a barren juxtaposition of empty slogans. Ponnambalam greatly differs from these with his spiritual
philosophy and the experiments he does in chaining not only the old verse forms but also the modern
ones.

While the older poets remain traditionalists as far as form is concerned, the younger poets are bent on
breaking it to free themselves from the shackles of traditional forms. Although Ponnambalam, Shanmugam
Sivalingam and Tha. Ramalingam belong to the older group, it is they who take the initiative to break the
old verse forms. Ramalingam’s two collections of poems (Puthumaikkavithaigal and Kanikkai) can be
taken as a breakthrough in this direction.

With the publication of Cheran’s Erandavathu Sooriya Uthayam, Jeyapalan’s Sooriyanodu Pesuthal,
Vilvaratnam’s Ahankalum Mugangalum and Solaikkili’s Eddavathu Naragam, the traditionalists who had
been dominating Sri Lankan Tamil poetry with their old verse forms were left far behind and the free verse
form which had been ridiculed by traditionalists (specially by Murugaiyan) as broken verse has come to
stay as a new force.

The poets of the 1990s belong to the sixth and the present generation who are very articulate and dynamic
in the sense that they speak of the experiences that are thrust on them. While Solaikkili camouflages these
experiences in his poetic allegories, others take these as an inquiry into the self of the Tamil-speaking
society as a whole. This results in new poems filled with new kind of “image philosophy”.

The philosophy of the late M. Thalayasingham is gaining ground in the Sri Lankan Tamil literary field.
Thalayasingam speaks about a new literature and art which are going to destroy all the present art and
literary forms and this destruction would eventually lead to every piece of work being seen as art.
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The New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society congratulates the
following for their academic achievement:

University Entrance - Undergraduate

Saranya Pushparajah (Boston University)
Niroshan Srishun (Boston University)
Sofia Sugumar (California State University, Northridge)

Graduation (First Degree)

Narmadan Kumarasamy (Tufts University)
Nishan Kugan (University of Pennsylvania)
Dushyanthi Naveendra (Rutgers University)
Mugunthan Naveendra (New Jersey Institute of Technology)
Nirosha Puvananayagam (Rutgers University)
Thanusha Puvananayagam (Rutgers University)
Jegan Rajeswaran (University of Michigan)
Deepan Sivananthan (Rutgers University)
Geethan Sivananthan (Rutgers University)

Gajan Sivananthan (Boston College)

Mayuran Sivananthan (Boston College)

Cristin Subramaniam (Northwestern University)
Reuben Subramaniam (Northwestern University)

University Entrance - Graduate/Professional

Narmadan Kumarasamy
(Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University)
Nishan Kugan
(Dartmouth Medical School, Dartmouth University)
Dushyanthi Naveendra
(Rutgers Graduate School of Social Work, Rutgers University)
Thanusha Puvananayagam
(Public Health, Rutgers University)
Gajan Sivananthan
(Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey)
Geethan Sivananthan
(NJ Medical School, University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey)
Cristin Subramaniam
(Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern University)
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50 years of Sri Lankan Tamil literature
KARTHIGESU SIVATHAMBY

BY the close of the 1940s, when Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) became an independent nation (1948), Sri
Lankan Tamil literature was 600 years old in terms of the first literary work known (Sarasothi Malai, an
astrological work). However, in terms of the first known Sri Lankan Tamil poet (Eelattu Poothanthevanar)
this literature is as old as Sangam poetry. Poothanthevanar’s poems are found in the Sangam anthologies
(100 B.C.- A.D. 250).

By the time we come to the mid-20th century, Sri Lankan Tamil literature had already experienced the
kingdom of Jaffna (14th to 16th century), and the Portuguese and the Dutch periods (1520-1796) and
brought out its own responses to them. The British period saw the literary activities of (a) Arumuga Navalar
(1822-1879), the Saiva Tamil protagonist who outdid Christians by employing their strategies (tracts,
prose versions of old texts in verse, school texts) to fight back what he called Christian intrusions, and of
(b) Sidee Lebbe who firmly established the Islamic identity of the Sri Lankan Moors in the 1880s. The
period of joint missionary activities (by the Anglican Mission, the American Mission and the Methodist
Mission) which saw the spread of education and the extension and expansion of translation activities was
over by the close of the 19th century; and Sri Lankan Tamil literature, with the addition of Upcountry
Tamil literature (the literature of the Tamils of the plantations), was now on the road to modernity.

By the 1940s, daily newspapers had already been started (Eelakesari and Virakesari in 1930 and Thinakaran
in 1932) and journals committed to the growth of modernistic, socially purposive literature (Bharati and
Marumalarchi in 1946) had also started coming out.

At the time of the country’s independence, Sri Lankan Tamil literature was a valued part of the overall
Tamil literary tradition, enjoying much respect in Tamil Nadu and in the Federated Malay States (which
had a substantial Tamil population).

Some of the significant characteristics of Sri Lankan Tamil were by this time easily distinguishable. They
were: 1. dichotomous development of religio-literary traditions (Saiva-Tamil, Christian-Tamil literature
and Islamic-Tamil literature) and secular literary developments, each enjoying popularity at its own level;
2. Muslims enjoying an ethnic identity that was separate from that of Tamils; and 3. a sense of region-
consciousness. Although Sri Lanka is geographically small, one could identify nine Tamil sub-cultural
regions - Batticaloa, Trincomalee, Vanni, Jaffna, Mannar, the North-West districts, Colombo, the Southern
districts and Upcountry. Each region has its own specificity. The influence of Jaffna was hegemonic until
independence.

By the 1950s, two trends began to surface, one denoting the emergence of a Tamil consciousness all
over the island in response to the emerging Sinhala nationalism, and the other a Marxist-inspired literary
movement which was nationalistic and at the same time was opposed to social oppression and deprivation.
The former expressed itself largely in terms of the Dravidian ideology and of the poetry of Bharathidasan,
which were then very much in vogue in Tamil Nadu. But it was the latter trend of opposition to social
oppression and deprivation, led by the Progressive Writers” Association, that created an unprecedented
literary impact.

This movement brought about a certain togetherness among the emerging young writers of the various
regions, especially the Upcountry region and the Southern districts (Muslim writers), and it was forging
ahead as a truly Sri Lankan Tamil literary movement with the writers from the North and the East playing
an important role. Equally important was the writing this movement triggered against social exploitation
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and the caste system in the North. For the first time in Tamil literature, the victims of social oppression
wrote about their sufferings, their humiliations and deprivations. Tamil Nadu had to wait till the 1990s
for Dalits to write about themselves. In fact, K. Daniel, the eminent novelist who wrote Panjamar, is
considered the forerunner of Dalit writing.

This movement had the benefit of the services of literary critics in providing a theoretical orientation and
literary legitimacy to the content and mode of writing. This new writing of the late 1950s and the early
1960s was nurtured well by Thinakaran, with K. Kailasapathy as its editor (1958-1962).

The impact was electrifying. In a culture where literature had been the handmaid of social conservatism,
it soon led to bitter polemics in defining the role of tradition and the social function of literature. A debate
ensued, and the progressives (this writer was involved in it deeply) and the punditry were locked in a bitter
controversy. This, of course, was in the arena of polemics. But its social reverberations were far-reaching.
Almost all, from people in the academia to the average member of the reading public, were involved. But
in the field of creative writing there was another confrontation. Progressive writing was condemned by
some persons as too doctrinaire, and by some others as unaesthetic too. The progressives insisted on the
message. Realism as a literary strategy was very much a debating point.

Of the counter-positions expounded and argued effectively, the most important was that of M.
Thalayasingham, a socio-literary activist. He argued that one has to take cognizance of a dimension beyond
Marxism, and spoke of a sense of spiritualism as essential to literature. He did not deny the validity of
Marxism but argued for a spiritualism that lies beyond Marxism. Looking back, it was his perception
about the emerging political trauma that is significant.

The period from the mid-1950s to the end of the 1960s with its literary debates and creative efflorescence
marks an important phase in the development of modern Sri Lankan Tamil literature.

In poetry, the chief figures were Murugaiyan, Mahakavi, Neelavanan and Puratchikkamal, with the younger
poets such as M.A. Nuhman, Shanmugam Sivalingam, Maruthoorkkani and Jeyapalan (coming in slightly
later) making effective contributions. One could see the efforts of the stalwarts of New Poetry getting
recognition by the late 1960s. Murugaiyan wrote highly intellectual poems. Mahakavi, on the other hand,
was emotive using subtle but loaded imagery. Poetry was a very lively art during this period, especially
because of the kavi arangus in which poets read out their poems. There was Sillaiyoor Selvarajan, a master
rhetorician whose instant verses were very attractive comments on politics as well.

In fiction, this was a period of a good harvest. One could say with confidence that it was during this period
that typically Sri Lanka Tamil fiction, with the smell of the terrain, was being produced and recognised as
such in Tamil Nadu. Varadar, Daniel, Dominic Jeeva, Raghunathan, Kavalur Rajathurai, Se. Ganesalingan,
S. Ponnudurai, K.V. Nadarajan, Nanthi, N.S.M. Ramiah, Telliwatte Joseph, Dickwella Kamal, Senkai
Azhian, Sembian Selvan, Muttulingam and Bhavani Alvapillai are a few of the names that cannot be
missed in any critical evaluation of that period. Understandably, it was the short fiction that provided the
creative matrix for most of these writers. A substantial number of these writers came from the Dalit group.
But one should not forget the role played by writers such as Ganesalingan, who exposed the social rigours
of Jaffna feudalism.

By the early 1970s, some of these writers had graduated to full-fledged novel-writing, chief among them
being Ganesalingan, Daniel, llankeeran, Nanthi, Senkai Azhian and Se. Yoganathan. Ilankeeran and
Ganesalingan were the early novelists of the progressive movement.

By the 1970s, with the ideological controversies yet raging but not with as much sharpness as earlier, there
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came into the scene a second generation of writers in both the progressive and the non- and anti-progressive
fronts, who were able to make a rich contribution to the growing corpus of Sri Lankan Tamil poetry.
Among the poets of the 1970s one could notice Puthuvai Rathnadurai, Sivasegaram, Mu. Ponnambalam
and Vilvaratnam as highly articulate, and among fiction writers Santhan, Theniyan and Sattanathan and
the late Kathirgamanathan emerge as major writers of this phase. Social change, which was the burning
problem of the day earlier, had now become an accepted social reality, and these writers concentrated
more on the characters (and the humanity that underlies), while for earlier writers social acts and the
incidents of oppression were more important.

Dominic Jeeva’s Mallikai was the chief forum for the publication of progressive writing and the role of
Jesurajah’s Alai in bringing out other writings was significant.

In the 1970s, contemporary Sri Lankan Tamil literature was part of the educational curriculum at the
university entrance level, and this paved the way for the participation of teachers and students in the
literary debates of the day. Writers became important social figures.

In the mid-1970s, conditions began to change. From about 1974 the political atmosphere became highly
charged. With extra-parliamentary strategies gaining ground (and with the corresponding decline of
Parliament as a forum for political debate), politics was becoming increasingly activistic. State intervention
increased and militancy began to appear among the youth. With these changes, literature ceased to be
open, and there was more unsaid than said. The regular media - newspapers and the radio - did not function
in an open manner and thus the range of writing was restrained.

By the beginning of the 1980s there was a dramatic collapse (the 1983 ethnic riots). From 1984 uncertainty
and gloom spread to the North and East and the pattern of life changed. In this situation the role of literature
began to assume importance. It was an important medium of expression but could not be practised as
openly as needed and desired.

Poetry, understandably, was the first to record these new changes and experiences. An anthology of poems
edited by Nuhman, Cheran and Jesurajah was titled Maranathul Valvom (We Live Amidst Death), 1984,
and it summed up the emotional climate of these areas. Living amidst death had become the order of the
day. Nuhman’s translation of Palestinian poets opened up a new vista to young Sri Lankan readers. It was
Cheran, the son of Mahakavi, a new arrival of the 1980s, who recorded with authenticity and sincerity the
changed feelings and emotions. His anthologies, Erandavathu Sooriya Uthayam (The Second Sunrise) and
Yaman, though slender in size, left a deep impression. On the burning of the Public Library, he wrote:

What took place?

My city was set on fire

My people became faceless.

On my land, my breeze

on all the estampage of the Alien.
With your arms inter-locked behind
your back

for whom were you waiting?

Fire has writ large its message
indelibly on the clouds.

Anew era in Sri Lankan Tamil literary sensitivity and expression had dawned.

FIFTEEN long years have now passed, and looking at the period, one could see some contours emerging.
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The period could now be seen in slots - 1984-1988, 1988-1990, 1990-1995 and 1996 onwards. Throughout
this entire period, poetry has remained the dominant form. Cheran, Puthuvai Rathnadurai, Vijayendran
and Jeyapalan are important names. Agonies and aspirations, and pathos and anxieties are inscribed with
great sensitivity.

Here one should not fail to notice the differences in the experiences and sufferings of the different regions.
The Batticaloa experience was very different from that of Jaffna and Vanni, and Solaikkili has recorded it
in his poems in unforgettable terms. His weird language and surrealist images are haunting.

Another major upheaval in the poetic experience was the Muslim-Tamil clashes in the East and the
uprooting of Muslims from the North. These experiences have given rise to heart-rending poetry. Muslim
poets such as Vedanti have written brilliant poems. Today there is a galaxy of young Muslim poets writing
with conviction. Of the younger poets who were able to register their arrival in the 1990s, Natchathiran
Sevvinthiyan, N. Atma, Deva Abira and Aswagosh are notable.

Fiction, being by nature more analytical than poetry, took some time to find its expressiveness. All the
torment of living in war-torn environs, and the agony that characterises human relations in such uprooted,
disjointed situations, are brought out well in the short stories of Ranjakumar, Uma Varadarasan and
Tirukkovilur Kaviyuvan. The intensity and the depth of suffering, its unprecedentedness, must be read
to be believed. Ranjakumar’s Kosalai (the mother of Rama in Ramayana) is a brilliant portrayal of the
hapless mothers whose sons run away from home. Kaviyuvan’s stories reveal how social institutions such
as the family have been ripped apart. S.L.M. Haniffa has written some brilliant short fiction during this
period depicting the changes among Muslims.

Much of these writings are not freely available and even if available, cannot be discussed openly. Even a
brief perusal will reveal how life has changed and suffering has become all-pervasive.

The most important outcome of the post-1983 period is the emergence of an expatriate branch of Tamil
literature. Sri Lankan Tamil refugees now living in France, Germany, Britain, the Scandinavian countries,
Canada and Australia keep alive their identity and hope for a return through their writings in Tamil
published in various little journals coming from these countries. Some of these writers have proved their
worth. One could detect an emerging trend in their current writing. Along with their longing for their
homes and villages, they are now beginning to speak about the problems they face in integrating with
the societies they live in. Colour problems loom large. In poetry, we find new symbols and images, new
to Tamil expression but rooted in the Western tradition. Pine trees and snowfalls are no more alien to the
Tamil poetic landscape. Jeyapalan, Vijayendran and Aravinthan are important among the expatriate poets.
Karunakara Moorthy and Partipan are notable fiction writers.

Feminist writing has come to stay. There is more of feminist and gyno-criticism than real creative feminist
writing. Even here poetry has done better than fiction. There has been some significant feminist writing
coming from the theatres of war.

The socio-political experiences Sri Lankan Tamils and Muslims have undergone have no parallel in the
Tamil experience in other countries; nor were such experiences there in the past. Thus this literary corpus,
especially since the 1980s, is unparalleled in terms of the experience it has recorded and the genuineness
and sincerity with which it has been produced.

The role of Sarinihar, an alternative journal, has been laudable. Besides providing space for much of
contemporary Sri Lankan Tamil literature, it also serves as a mediating point between the local and the
expatriate writers. It is also a forum for criticism.
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In criticism it should be admitted that the literary theories of the post-1960s have had no major impact. The
lively debates on post-structuralism and post-modernism characteristic of literary criticism in Tamil Nadu
are absent here. Nonetheless the need for “fresh readings” and reappraisals is being argued with fervour.

A theatrical upsurge since the late 1970s has brought about a rich theatrical culture, especially in the
North, and there are now some eminent playwrights. They stand shoulder to shoulder with Professor
Kanapathipillai of the 1940s and 1950s. Shanmugalingam’s theatrical writings constitute another artistic
diagnosis of the ethnic war. Children’s theatre and educational theatre too have done well. Murugaiyan
and Mahakavi had in the 1960s and the early 1970s written commendable verse dramas.

In fact, theatre was able to do what literature (publications) was unable to do during the last quarter of this
century. To go into it would be to enter another sphere; and this has to be done separately.

Published in the magazine Frontline, Volume 16 - Issue 9, Apr. 24 - May. 07, 1999
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PARENTS, MEMBERS AND GUESTS,

Many organizations and individuals have provided financial and other support
to NJTACS without any hesitation. Those who supported us last year generously
contributed again to motivate us. Many members of our community have come
forward and given us encouragement and unsolicited financial support to have this
grand third year celebration. Many guests have traveled long distances to attend
this special event and bless our children.

Please show them our gratitude by:

SUPPORTING OUR SUPPORTERS, ADVERTISERS AND SPONSORS.

PATRONIZINGTHE BUSINESSES OF OUR SPONSORS.

Together, we make a great team.

Our Thanks to ...

Students
Teachers
Event Organizers
Parents and Members
Well-wishers
Advertisers
Sponsors
Guests

You made this fifth anniversary celebrations day a great success. Our future success
depends on your continuous support. NJTACS is thanking you for your hard work,
cooperation, dedication and support.
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Congratulations and Best Wishes for a
Successful Fifth Anniversary Celebrations of
the NJTACS and their Tamil Cultural School
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Congratulations and Best Wishes to New Jersey Tamil Arts and

Cultural Society on your Fifth Anniversary Celebration.

We Let Our Customers Do
The Talking

:/llConstlmtlon

BRANCH LOCATIONS

MAIN OFFICE
2650 Route 130

P.O. Box 634
Cranbury, NJ 08512
609-655-4500

VILLAGE OFFICE
74 North Main Street
Cranbury, NJ 08512
609-395-0605

MONTGOMERY
947 State Road
Princeton, NJ 08540
609-683-9090

PLAINSBORO

10 Schalks Crossing Road
Plainsboro, NJ 08536
609-750-0200

in New Jersey

HAMILTON

3659 Nottingham Way
Hamilton, NJ 08690
609-631-0400

WINDROWS OFFICE

JAMESBURG

1 Harrison Street,
Jamesburg, NJ 08831
732-605-0413

WEST WINDSOR

2000 Windrow Drive
Princeton, NJ 08540
609-987-2200

MONTGOMERY
947 State Road
Princeton, NJ 08540
609-683-9090

PERTH AMBOY
145 Fayette Street

Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

732-442-5880

44 \Washington Road,
Princeton Jct., NJ 08550
609-750-9797

Online Banking: www.1stconstitution.com

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

VNAC

24 HOUR BANKING
7 DAYS A WEEK

MEMEER F.D.I.C.




digitalphone

from Time Warner Cable

_ Speak freely. '
. Spend wisely.

¢ Unlimited calling throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico and Canada for one flat monthly rate
e New home phone service works with your current phone; no special equipment needed
Popular calling features included: Caller ID, Call Waiting and more
Keep your phone number, or get a new one ® 24-hour customer support

Enhanced 911 emergency service ¢ 30-day money-back guarantee

FREE installation

As low as

Pick up a Digital Phone self-installation kit and get a s
FREE first month of service 95
anda FREE cordless phone. 2 month
A $100 value!

*Current Time Warner Cable customers can pick up a kit at any Time Warner Cable Payment Center.
If you have our High-Speed Online service, you’ll need to exchange your High-Speed cable modem for a High-Speed/phone modem.

Save with our Triple Play packages!

 came =
Call 1.800.0KCable TIME WARNER

or visit www.timewarnercable.com CABLE

Offer expires 11/30/05 and is only available to current Time Warner Cable of New York and New Jersey residential customers who order Digital Phone service with self-installation. After free first month, you will automatically be billed at regular retail rates. $39.95/mo.
cost for Digital Phone applicable only to customers with Digital Television and/or High-Speed Online service. Digital Phone monthly rate does not include, and additional charges apply for, Directory Assistance, Operator services, International calls, and taxes and fees.
Digital Phone does not include back-up power and, as is the case with an electric-powered cordless phone, should there be a power outage or other cable outage, Digital Phone, including the ability to access emergency 911 services, will not be available. Digital Phone
is not compatible with all customer-premise equipment. If for any reason you cancel your Digital Phone service within 30 days of picking up your self-installation kit, you must return the phone set. If you do not, your account will be charged $50 as partial reimburse-
ment of the value of phone. Time Warner Cable is not responsible for the maintenance, installation, or replacement of the phone set. Custom jack installations or installations of additional jacks at a later date will incur additional charges. 30-day money-back guarantee
is applicable to connection and monthly service charges only when full disconnection is requested. Self-installation may not be available in all areas. Other restrictions may apply. DPT.1005.015-njtacs




