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Our sincere thanks to students, teachers,  
event organizers, parents, members, well  
wishers, advertisers, sponsors and guests  
to make this 13th anniversary celebrations  
day a great success. Our future success  

depends on your continuous support.  
NJTACS  is thanking you for your  hard work, 

cooperation, dedication and support. 
 

Please accept our sincere apologies for  
missing  out anyone or any misspellings. 

 

Together, we make a great team! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
யாமறிந்த மமாழிகளிலே தமிழ்மமாழில ால்  

      இனிதாவது எங்கும் கால ாம்;  
 ாமர ராய், விேங்குகளாய், உேகனனத்தும்  
      இகழ்ச்சிமசாேப்  ான்னம மகட்டு,  
நாமமது தமிழமரனக் மகாண்டுஇங்கு  

      வாழ்ந்திடுதல் நன்லறா? மசால்லீர்!  
லதமதுரத் தமிலழானச உேகமமோம்  

       ரவும்வனக மசய்தல் லவண்டும்.  
 

யாமறிந்த புேவரிலே கம் னனப் ல ால்  
      வள்ளுவர்ல ால், இளங்லகா னவப்ல ால்,  

பூமிதனில் யாங்கணுலம  ிறந்ததினே;  
      உண்னம, மவறும் புகழ்ச்சி யில்னே;  

ஊனமயராய்ச் மசவிடர்களாய்க் குருடர்களாய்  
      வாழ்கின்லறாம்;ஒருமசாற் லகளரீ்!  

லசமமுற லவண்டுமமனில் மதருமவல்ோம்  
      தமிழ்முழக்கம் மசழிக்கச் மசய்வரீ்!  

 

 ிறநாட்டு நல்ேறிஞர் சாத்திரங்கள்  
      தமிழ்மமாழியிற் ம யர்த்தல் லவண்டும்;  

இறவாத புகழுனடய புதுநூல்கள்  
      தமிழ்மமாழியில் இயற்றல் லவண்டும்;  

மனறவாக நமக்குள்லள  ழங்கனதகள்  
      மசால்வதிலோர் மகினம இல்னே;  
திறமான புேனமமயனில் மவளிநாட்லடார்;  
      அனதவ க்கஞ் மசய்தல் லவண்டும். 

 

உள்ளத்தில் உண்னமமயாளி யுண்டாயின்  
      வாக்கினிலே ஒளியுண்டாகும்;  

மவள்ளத்தின் ம ருக்னகப்ல ால் கனேப்ம ருக்கும்  
      கவிப்ம ருக்கும் லமவு மாயின்,  

 ள்ளத்தில் வழீ்ந்திருக்கும் குருடமரல்ோம்  
      விழிம ற்றுப்  தவி மகாள்வார்;  
மதள்ளுற்ற தமிழமுதின் சுனவகண்டார்  

      இங்கமரர் சிறப்புக் கண்டார்.  

                   - kfhftp ghujpahh; 

தமிழ்  
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N J T A C S  
 

Our Vision... 
A Tamil community established with a unique identity that will 

inspire every future generation and flourish enduringly,  

by promoting the use of Tamil Language and by preserving  

Tamil Arts and Culture. 

 

 

Our Values... 
We remain non-political. 

We take pride in our heritage. 

We never compromise our integrity. 

We prosper with care, compassion and friendship. 

We serve irrespective of one’s social economic standing. 

We have no bias towards any nationality, race, religion or gender. 

We respect volunteerism, dedication and openness without egotism. 
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Congratulations 
NJTACS 

 

 

Wishing you to continue your indispensable service to our next........ 

 

 

Umakanthan Family 
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fw;gidiaf; $l tpw;gidahf;Fk; fhyj;jpy; ew;gzpahk; 

jkpo; fy;tp gzpGhpAk; epA+ N[rp jkpo; fiy fyhr;rhu 

kd;wj; jkpo; fy;tp epiyaj;ij tho;j;JfpNwhk;!  

 

 

Congratulations and Best wishes for a successful  

Tenth Anniversary Celebrations of the  

NJTACS and their Tamil Cultural School 

 

 

 

339 Princeton Hightstown Road              1330 Calhoun Street  

West Windsor Township, NJ 08520                 Trenton, NJ 08638  

609-448-5222                       609-396-4222 

      

      

      

 

 

 

 

Anusuya Jeyakumar M.D. 

Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

 

     13th 
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Best wishes from 

Sangam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ilankai Tamil Sangam 
Association of Tamils of Sri Lanka in the U.S.A. 
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Congratulations of the 13th Anniversary of 
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Keep up the outstanding services 

with best compliments to NJTACS from 

High Risk Pregnancy Center 

 

A.Krishnamoorthy 
M.D., F.A.C.O.G., F.R.C.O.G. 

Board Certified in Maternal Fetal Medicine 

 

 

S. Sengupta 
M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 

Board Certified in Maternal Fetal Medicine 

 

 

Doctors for Women Health 
 

  

Williamsburg Commons            Oak Tree Business Center 

1 Auer Court, Suite A & B        908 Oak Tree Rd, Suite M & N 

East Brunswick, NJ 08816               South Plainfield, NJ 07080 

 

Phone: 732-390-1020                      Phone: 908-753-5771 

 

tho;f jkpo;! 
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With best wishes from: 

  Scott P. Brumbaugh 

  Store Manager, AVP 

  NMLSR ID: 755665 

 

  MAC J2182-010 

  3510 Rt 27 

  Kendall Park, NJ 08824 

 

  Tel:  732-297-4000 

  Fax: 732-951-3469 
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Good Luck and Best Wishes for the  

New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society 

(NJTACS) 

 

Vasuki Thevanayagam, D.D.S. 

& 

Prof. Sabanayagam Thevanayagam, SUNY Buffalo 

 

 

choice 1 dental, p.c. 
 
 

2878 Niagara Falls Blvd, 
Amherst, NY 14228 

 
Tel: 716-693-2861 
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uk;ah uh[h> gputpd; uh[h> a];tpe;j; mUs;jhrd;> epyh fpUghfud;>  
Atd; uh[Njth> `hpdp uh[Njth 

[dhj;jdd;> n[aFkhud;> utPe;jpud;> hp\Pe;jpud;> NfhNz];> tre;jd;> Nahfuh[h> 
mfpNy];tud;> utprq;fh;> Qhduh[h> rptgud;> rptFkhh;> uq;fehjd; 

epA+ N[rp jkpo; fiy fyhr;rhu kd;w eph;thfpfs; 

tFg;G Gifg;glj;jpw;F r%fkspf;fhj khzth;fs; 
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Ananth Thiagaram Sooriya Jhanagan 

Ingharan Siddarthan Abbhirami Siddarthan 

NJTACS STUDENTS’  ARANGETRAM  
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Picnic 2011 
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gpwehl;L ey;ywpQh; rhj;jpuq;fs; 

jkpo;nkhopapw; ngah;j;jy; Ntz;Lk;; 

,wthj GfOila GJE}y;fs; 

jkpo;nkhopapy; ,aw;wy; Ntz;Lk;;; 

kiwthf ekf;Fs;Ns goq;fijfs; 

nrhy;tjpNyhh; kfpik ,y;iy; 

jpwkhd Gyiknadpy; ntspehl;Nlhh; 
mij tzf;fQ; nra;jy; Ntz;Lk;. 

 

We are very pleased to see your progress, NJTACS 

With best compliments from  
 

 

JEBAMONI AMBROSE, M.D., P.A. 

General Practice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the rare Catholic churches in Kerala with a basement church. Christianity in Kerala is as 

old as the faith itself, for St. Thomas, the Apostle landed in Kodungallur (then know to the world 

as Musiris near present day Cochin) in 52 A.D. 

 

 

245 Route 206, Hillsborough, NJ 08844 

Tel: 908-874-4422              Fax: 908-874-8077 

NJTACS 13th Anniversary 32 www.njtacsusa.org



 

  

  

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NJTACS 13th Anniversary 33 www.njtacsusa.org



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to NJTACS  

on your 13th anniversary celebrations day. 

Continue your excellent service to our next generation. 
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While other lenders try to put everyone in the same box  we 

know how important it is to provide THE PERFECT FIT 

 

Let Indo American Mortgage be your PERFECT FIT 

 
Fast & Accurate  

Pre-Approval 

 

In-House Processing  

For Quicker Approvals  

 

Constant  

Communication  

Between Realtors,  

Attorneys and  

Borrowers 

 

21 - Day Closings  

if Needed 

 

Competitive Rates  

and Minimal Fees 

FHA 

3 1/2% 

Down Payment 

Loans to $729K 

203K Rehab 

Great Location 

Needs Repair 

No Problem 

 

VA 

100% Financing 

NO MI 

 

1 -  4  

Family  

& Condos 

 

Investments 

2nd Homes 

 

JUMBO 
Great Rates 

 

Conventional 

with as little as 

5% down 

 

ARMS  

10/1 7/1 5/1 

Vinay Swali                        Alka Swali 

Mortgage Loan Originator              Mortgage Loan Originator 

NMLS ID # 247682                   NMLS ID # 251188 

Cell: 908-208-7171                   Cell: 908-578-5962 

Vinayswali@gmail.com               alkaswali@gmail.com 

 

894 Green Street, Iselin, NJ 08830 

732-636-1500 
Licensed Mortgage Banker –New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance   
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Congratulations! 

 

New Jersey Tamil Arts & Cultural Society 
 

 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Amirthalingam 

Long Island, New York 

Congratulations to  

New Jersey Tamil Arts & Cultural Society 

We are proud of  your achievement 

KDS Inc. 

Electrical Work by Licensed Contractors 

Bonded & Insured 

Residential  Commercial  Industrial 

Fire Alarms / Security  Telephone (Voice/Data) Wiring 

Computer Network Cabling, Installation & Services 

 

24 Hour Service 

KATHIR                      Piscataway, New Jersey 

Tel/Fax: 732-752-6335                EM: skathir1@live.com 
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Navarathri  
2011 

New Year 2011 
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Theepavali 2011 
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Holiday Party 2011 
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Thai Pongal 2012 

Tamil New Year 2012 
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Ilankai Thamil Sangam  2012 

Navalar School 2012 
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NJ Navarathri 2012 

Navarathri 2012 
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Theepavali 2012 

Thai Pongal 2013 
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Ilankai Thamil Sangam  
Tamil  New Year 2013  

Tamil  
New Year  

2013 
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FeTNA 2013 

Navarathri 2013 

Theepavali 2013 
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Holiday Party 2012 
Holiday Party 2010 

Father’s Day 2013 
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on 13th anniversary! 
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Tamil language 

Tamil is a Dravidian language spoken predominantly by Tamil people of South India and North-east Sri Lanka. It has 

official status in the Indian states of Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It was once given 

nominal official status in the state of Haryana, purportedly as a rebuff to Punjab, though there was no attested 

Tamil-speaking population in the state, and was later replaced by Punjabi. Tamil is also a national language of Sri 

Lanka and an official language of Singapore. It is legalized as one of the languages of medium of education in Ma-

laysia along with English, Malay and Mandarin. It is also chiefly spoken in the states of Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra 

Pradesh and Andaman and Nicobar Islands as one of the secondary languages. It is one of the 22 scheduled lan-

guages of India and was the first Indian language to be declared a classical language by the Government of India in 

2004. Tamil is also spoken by significant minorities in Malaysia, England,Mauritius, Canada, South Africa, Fiji, Ger-

many, Philippines, United States, Netherlands, Mauritius, Indonesia, and Réunion as well as emigrant communities 

around the world. 

Tamil is one of the longest surviving classical languages in the world. It has been described as "the only language of 

contemporary India which is recognizably continuous with a classical past and having one of the richest literatures 

in the world. Tamil literature has existed for over 2000 years. The earliest epigraphic records found on rock edicts 

and hero stones date from around the 5th century BC. The earliest period of Tamil literature, Sangam literature, is 

dated from 300 BC – AD 300. Tamil language inscriptions written in 1st century BC and 2nd century AD have been 

discovered in Egypt, Sri Lanka and Thailand. The two earliest manuscripts from India, to be acknowledged and reg-

istered by UNESCO Memory of the World register in 1997 and 2005 were in Tamil. More than 55% of the epigraph-

ical inscriptions (about 55,000) found by the Archaeological Survey of India are in the Tamil language. According to 

a 2001 survey, there were 1,863 newspapers published in Tamil, of which 353 were dailies. It has the oldest extant 

literature amongst other Dravidian languages. The variety and quality of classical Tamil literature has led to its be-

ing described as "one of the great classical traditions and literatures of the world". 

Classification 

Tamil belongs to the southern branch of the Dravidian languages, a family of around 26 languages native to the 

Indian subcontinent. It is also classified as being part of a Tamil language family, which alongside Tamil proper, also 

includes the languages of about 35 ethno-linguistic groups such as the Irula and Yerukula languages (see SIL Ethno-

logue). 

The closest major relative of Tamil is Malayalam. Until about the 19th century, Malayalam was a dialect of Tamil. 

Although many of the differences between Tamil and Malayalam demonstrate a pre-historic split of the western 

dialect, the process of separation into a distinct language, Malayalam, was not completed until sometime in the 

13th or 14th century. 

History 

As a Dravidian language, Tamil descends from Proto-Dravidian. Linguistic reconstruction suggests that Proto-

Dravidian was spoken around the third millennium BC, possibly in the region around the lower Godavari river basin 

in peninsular India. The material evidence suggests that the speakers of Proto-Dravidian were the culture associat-

ed with the Neolithic complexes of South India. The next phase in the reconstructed proto-history of Tamil is Proto-

South Dravidian. The linguistic evidence suggests that Proto-South Dravidian was spoken around the middle of the 

second millennium BC, and that proto-Tamil emerged around the 3rd century BC. The earliest epigraphic attesta-

tions of Tamil are generally taken to have been written shortly thereafter. Among Indian languages, Tamil has the 

most ancient non-Sanskritised Indian literature. Scholars categorise the attested history of the language into three 

periods, Old Tamil (300 BC – AD 700), Middle Tamil (700–1600) and Modern Tamil (1600–present). 

 

- From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
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Old Tamil 

The earliest records in Old Tamil are short inscriptions from around the 2nd century BC in caves and on pottery. 

These inscriptions are written in a variant of the Brahmi script called Tamil Brahmi. The earliest long text in Old 

Tamil is the Tolkāppiyam, an early work on Tamil grammar and poetics, whose oldest layers could be as old as the 

1st century BC. A large number of literary works in Old Tamil have also survived. These include a corpus of 2,381 

poems collectively known as Sangam literature. These poems are usually dated to between the 1st and 5th centu-

ries AD, which makes them the oldest extant body of secular literature in India. Other literary works in Old Tamil 

include Thirukural, Silappatikaram and Maṇimēkalai, and a number of ethical and didactic texts, written between 

the 5th and 8th centuries. 
 

Old Tamil preserved many features of Proto-Dravidian, including the inventory of consonants, the syllable struc-

ture, and various grammatical features. Amongst these was the absence of a distinct present tense – like Proto-

Dravidian, Old Tamil only had two tenses, the past and the "non-past". Old Tamil verbs also had a distinct negative 

conjugation (e.g. kāṇēṉ (கால ன்) "I do not see", kāṇōm (கால ாம்) "we do not see"). Nouns could take 

pronominal suffixes like verbs to express ideas: e.g. peṇṭirēm (ம ண்டிலரம்) "we are women" formed from 

peṇṭir (ம ண்டிர்) "women" and the first person plural marker -ēm (ஏம்).  
 

Despite the significant amount of grammatical and syntactical change between Old, Middle and Modern Tamil, 

Tamil demonstrates grammatical continuity across these stages: many characteristics of the later stages of the lan-

guage have their roots in features of Old Tamil. 

Middle Tamil 

The evolution of Old Tamil into Middle Tamil, which is generally taken to have been completed by the 8th century, 
was characterised by a number of phonological and grammatical changes. In phonological terms, the most im-

portant shifts were the virtual disappearance of the aytam (ஃ), an old phoneme, the coalescence of the alveolar 

and dental nasals, and the transformation of the alveolar plosive into a rhotic. In grammar, the most important 

change was the emergence of the present tense. The present tense evolved out of the verb kil (கில்), meaning 

"to be possible" or "to befall". In Old Tamil, this verb was used as an aspect marker to indicate that an action was 

micro-durative, non-sustained or non-lasting, usually in combination with a time marker such as ṉ (ன்). In Middle 

Tamil, this usage evolved into a present tense marker – kiṉṟa (கின்ற) – which combined the old aspect and time 

markers. 
 

Middle Tamil also saw a significant increase in the Sanskritisation of Tamil. From the period of the Pallava dynasty 

onwards, a number of Sanskrit loan-words entered Tamil, particularly in relation to political, religious and philo-

sophical concepts. Sanskrit also influenced Tamil grammar, in the increased use of cases and in declined nouns be-

coming adjuncts of verbs, and phonology.The forms of writing in Tamil have developed through years. The Tamil 

script also changed in the period of Middle Tamil. Tamil Brahmi and Vaṭṭeḻuttu, into which it evolved, were the 

main scripts used in Old Tamil inscriptions. From the 8th century onwards, however, the Pallavas began using a 

new script, derived from the Pallava Grantha script which was used to write Sanskrit, which eventually replaced 

Vaṭṭeḻuttu. 

Middle Tamil is attested in a large number of inscriptions, and in a significant body of secular and religious litera-

ture. These include the religious poems and songs of the Bhakthi poets, such as the Tēvāram verses on Shaivism 

and Nālāyira Tivya Pirapantam on Vaishnavism, and adaptations of religious legends such as the 12th century Tamil 

Ramayana composed by Kamban and the story of 63 shaivite devotees known as Periyapurāṇam. Iraiyaṉār Akap-

poruḷ, an early treatise on love poetics, and Naṉṉūl, a 12th-century grammar that became the standard grammar of 

literary Tamil, are also from the Middle Tamil period. 

- From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
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NJTACS CHARITY PROJECTS 

NJTACS sponsored many charitable projects and coordinated many fund raising events since 

its inception in 2000.  To name a few, NJTACS has been financially sponsoring the operations 

of Annai Saratha Illam in Trincomalee, Sri Lanka.  Subsequent 

to 2004 Tsunami disaster in Sri Lanka, NJACS held several 

fund raising events in New Jersey by conducting Dance Pro-

grams organized by Abhinaya School of Dance.  The funds 

were used to build water wells and houses in Batticaloa Dis-

trict.  Several well-wishers collected clothes and sent them to 

Tsunami affected areas.  These funds were systematically used 

to manage multiple relief projects.  One of such ongoing project 

is highlighted here. 

 

Annai Saratha Children Home 
 

In 2005, NJTCAS sponsored the construction of a completely 

new orphanage home in Trincomalee, Sri Lanka.  This orphan-

age became the home for about 30 children who lost their par-

ents and became orphans after the Tsunami.  The entire build-

ing was constructed by using the funds collected by NJTACS.  

Upon completion of this building, NJTACS with the support of 

its generous members agreed to financially support the opera-

tions.  The annual cost of the operations is around US$6000.  

Since then several members have been supporting this effort.  

NJTACS would like to financially support of this orphanage in 

the coming years and we are requesting your cooperation.  If 

you are interested in supporting this noble cause then please 

contact the NJTACS Secretary at secretary@njtacsusa.org.    
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New Jersey Tamil Arts and Cultural Society  

Tamil  Cultural School 
Every Sunday from 10:30 AM  to 12:00 Noon  

at  Ruth Adams Building in Douglass College,  

Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

Classes are based on syllabus from American Tamil Academy 

Managed by experienced volunteers. 

Enrollment is based on first come first served basis. 
 

To register  or more information 

tamilschool@njtacs.org  or  secretary@njtacsusa.org  

www.njtacsusa.org 

 

131 George Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1414 
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NJTACS – Old Students: What are they up to now? 
 

Arthie Jeyakumar – 2nd Year Medical Student, Albert Einstein Medical School, Bronx, NY 

Graduated 2011, Cornell University. 
 

Aroon Jeyakumar – Client Services Associate, Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, NY 

Graduated 2013, University of Virginia. 
 

Narmadan Kumarasamy, MD - Resident Radiology at Albert Einstein Hospital, NY.   

Undergraduate at Tufts University, Masters at Columbia University, Medical Degree at  

Stanford University.  
 

Mitelan Kumarasamy - Project Manager in San Francisco in Healthcare Management field. 

Undergraduate at Rice University. 
 

Mathumithan Kumarasamy – Undergraduate at Emory University and working as a 

Healthcare Management Assistant at Emory Healthcare. 

Anjana Janaththanan 

Kaveeshan Gnanarajah 

Ovia Dushyanthan 

Ramya Rajah 

Shanjith Sribavan 

Aathaavan Jayacumar 

Aathithan Sukumar 

Aiyankaran Jayacumar 

Anamitra Kugapalan 

Arani Ravindran 

Araniee Sothilingam 

Ceiron Dushyanthan 

Moorthy Gnanarajah 

Pravin Rajah 

Sruti Thayaparan 

Yasvinth Arulthasan 

Yugaesh Thusyanthan 

Abbilash  Shivaparan 

Aiswaria Sothilingam 

Aditya Sivakumar 

Akshaya Shivaparan 

Kabillan Vasanthan 

Miduna Rishindran 

Saahari Kugapalan 

Shanjai Sribavan 

Sivapriya Jayacumar 

Surya Sivakumar 

Arthieethan Jayacumar 

Arun Ravindran 

Jeevan Vasanthan 

Karikalan Manivannan 

Sadena Rishindran 

Shareysan Ravishankar 

Vaenthan Gnanarajah 

Vasikaran Mahilkanthan 

NJTACS:  Current Students 

NJTACS:  Teachers 
Kirupaharan Nadarajah 

Vasanthan Nadarajah 

Srimahilkanthan Selvaratnam 

Shivaparan Nagarajah 

Ranchani Srimahilkanthan 

Shaayini Indran 

Anusouya Gnanarajah 

Varatha Sivakumar 

Nalini Ravindran 

Sothilingam Arumugam 

Amuthiniy Janaththanan 

Vijayakumar Sangaran 

Ravishankar Kanagarajah (Principal) 

Gnanarajah Siva (Vice Principal) 

NJTACS 13th Anniversary 67 www.njtacsusa.org



 

NJTACS – Old Students: What are they up to now? 
 

Gobie Kumarasamy – Undergraduate (Senior) at Emory University Business School.   
 

Arun K. Sangar – Undergrad in Computer Science, California State University, Fullerton (CSUF) 

arun.sangar@yahoo.com  
 

Ramya Pushparajah -  Double Degree:  Communication and Political Science, Rutgers  

University. Graduated in 2013. 
 

Anuja Selvakumar, Analyst, New York based Hedge Fund from October 2013. 

Graduated from NYU.  
 

Nishan Kugan MD – University of Pennsylvania &  Dartmouth Medical School 

Year completed: 2010, Working in Philadelphia, PA. 
 

Praveen Collins, Marketing Manager, BlueCat Screenplay Competition, CA 

Graduated NYU (Film and Television), Dec 2011. 
 

Prashawn Collins, Rutgers University, NJ, Class of 2016 

Ingharan Siddarthan - University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Class of 2017 
 

Jenani Jayakumaran - Drexel University College of Medicine, Class of 2016. 

B.S.— Monmouth University -Chemistry-2011, MHS -Johns Hopkins University-2012. 
 

Jeyanthan Jayakumaran - New Jersey Institute of Technology 

Major:  Chemistry, Minor:  Biology, Class of 2014. 
 

Sooriya Jhanagan - Pennsylvania State University- University Park, Class of 2016. 

Leon Santhakumar - Johns Hopkins University, Degree Pursuing: Math  

Year of completion: 2016 
 

Sharlini Sockanathan - School of Dental Medicine, Tufts University, Boston 

Doctor of Dental Medicine, May 2014. 
 

Shivani Sockanathan - Chicago Medical School, Rosalind Franklin University, North Chicago 

Doctor of Medicine, May 2017. 
 

Sophia Sugumar, RHIA, Master of Science in Health Care Management, Rutgers University 

Manager, Health Information Department at Saint Clare's Health System.  
 

Sonia Sugumar – Medical School, University of Medicine and Health Science. 

Julia Sugumar- Master of Science, Rutgers University.  
 

Santhiya Mahilkanthan - University: University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Under Graduate Degree:  Biomedical Engineering, Year: 2013. 
 

Cinthia Naveendra - Rutgers University, Enviornmental Science, Year: 2013.  
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Modern Tamil 

The Nannul remains the standard normative grammar for modern literary Tamil, which therefore continues to be 

based on Middle Tamil of the 13th century rather than on Modern Tamil. Colloquial spoken Tamil, in contrast, 

shows a number of changes. The negative conjugation of verbs, for example, has fallen out of use in Modern Tamil 

– negation is, instead, expressed either morphologically or syntactically. Modern spoken Tamil also shows a num-

ber of sound changes, in particular, a tendency to lower high vowels in initial and medial positions, and the disap-

pearance of vowels between plosives and between a plosive and rhotic. 

Contact with European languages also affected both written and spoken Tamil. Changes in written Tamil include 

the use of European-style punctuation and the use of consonant clusters that were not permitted in Middle Tamil. 

The syntax of written Tamil has also changed, with the introduction of new aspectual auxiliaries and more complex 

sentence structures, and with the emergence of a more rigid word order that resembles the syntactic argument 

structure of English. Simultaneously, a strong strain of linguistic purism emerged in the early 20th century, culmi-

nating in the Pure Tamil Movement which called for removal of all Sanskritic and other foreign elements from 

Tamil. It received some support from Dravidian parties. This led to the replacement of a significant number of San-

skrit loanwords by Tamil equivalents, though many others remain. 

Geographic distribution 

Tamil is the first language of the majority of the people residing in Tamil Nadu in India and Northern Province, 

Eastern Province, Sri Lanka. The language is also spoken among small minority groups in other states of India 

which include Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra and in certain regions of Sri Lanka such as Colom-

bo and the hill country. Previously Tamil had a wider distribution in India than its current state. Tamil or dialects of 

it were used widely in the state of Kerala as the major language of administration, literature and common usage 

until the 12th century AD. Tamil was also used widely in inscriptions found in southern Andhra Pradesh districts of 

Chittoor and Nellore until the 12th century AD. Tamil was also used for inscriptions from the 10th through 14th 

centuries in southern Karnataka districts such as Kolar, Mysore, Mandya and Bangalore. 

There are currently sizeable Tamil-speaking populations descended from colonial-era migrants in Malaysia, Singa-

pore, Philippines, Mauritius, South Africa, Indonesia, Thailand, Burma, and Vietnam. A large community of Tamil 

speakers exists in Karachi, Pakistan, which includes Tamil-speaking Hindus as well as Christians and Muslims – in-

cluding some Tamil-speaking Muslim refugees from Sri Lanka. Many in Réunion, Guyana, Fiji, Suriname, and Trini-

dad and Tobago have Tamil origins, but only a small number speak the language. In Reunion where Tamil language 

was forbidden to be learnt and used in public space by France is now being relearnt by students and adults. It is 

also used by groups of migrants from Sri Lanka and India, Canada (especially Toronto), United States (especially 

New Jersey and New York City), Australia, many Middle Eastern countries, and some Western European countries. 

Legal status 

Tamil is the official language of the Indian state of Tamil Nadu and one of the 22 languages under schedule 8 of 

the constitution of India. It is also one of the official languages of the union territory of Puducherry. Tamil is also 

one of the official languages of SriLanka and Singapore. In Malaysia, 543 primary education government schools 

are available fully in Tamil medium. 

In addition, with the creation in October 2004 of a legal status for classical languages by the Government of India 

and following a political campaign supported by several Tamil associations, Tamil became the first legally recog-

nised Classical language of India. The recognition was announced by the then President of India, Abdul Kalam, in a 

joint sitting of both houses of the Indian Parliament on 6 June 2004. 

- From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
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குறள் 
ஒருனமக்கண் தான்fற்ற கல்வி ஒருவற்F  

vழுனமயும் ஏமாப்பு cனடத்து  

 

விளக்கம்  
ஒரு தனேமுனறயில் ம றும் கல்வி அறிவானது, 

ஏலழழு தனேமுனறக்கும்  ாதுகாப் ாக 
அனமயும்.  
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Index of Well Wishers & Advertisers 

 

 

1st Constitution Bank 

Abhinaya School of Bharathanatyam 

Amirthalingam Family 

Anusuya Jeyakumar MD 

Arusuvai 

Choice 1 Dental PC 

Dr. Shan Sivendra Family 

High Risk Pregnancy Center 

Ilankai Tamil Sangam 

Indo American Mortgage 

Jebamoni Ambrose MD, PA 

KDS Inc. 

Lycamobile 

New York Life Insurance Company 

Prisim International Inc. 

Pulmonary Medical Associates LLP 

Rajaram Kandasamy MD 

Rajeswaran Family 

IMS Health 

Signature Drapery LLC 

T.K. Cumaraswamy MD 

Umakanthan Family 

Unique Mortgage Corp 

Wells Fargo - Scott Brumbaugh 

 

 

Parents, Members & Guests 

 

 

Many organizations and individuals 

have provided financial and other  

support to NJTACS without any  

hesitation. Those who supported us in  

previous years generously contributed 

again to motivate us. Many members of 

our community have come forward and  

given us encouragement and unsolicited 

financial support to have this grand 

13th anniversary celebration.  

Many guests have travelled long  

distances to attend this special event and 

bless our children. 

 

Please show them our gratitude by  

Supporting our  

supporters, Advertisers and Sponsors. 

 

Together, we make a great team! 
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